Google 


This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 


;^/i^^''^^^^^^ 


I 


1 


HA 

Cjff 


r 


\. 


1 
I 


^^^ "^.-^^^ 




A VIEW 

IRISH AF FA IRS 

• IKCJL THJL 

REVOLUTION of 1688, 

to TRS CLOtX bv TBt 

PAkUAMENTART SESSION 0/ 1795,' 

wiTit 

IKTRODUCTORY REMARKS, 

AMD A 

PRELIMINARY SKETCH OF THE REVOLUTION. 


*r JAMES MVLLALLA, L L. B.-^F. R. S. 


V O Lw ll. 

fa* 


STATU! RftS GXS^AS, PO^Utl ItOMANI, CARPTIM UTI QVM^n 
MSMORIA SIGKA VIDIBANTUR PERSCRIBKRS : SO M AGIii, Q^UOJ) 
JwiHI A 8PK, MXTO, PA|lTlBt;8 RtipUBLlCAl, AlilMUS LlBXR IRAT 

Sallust. 


D U i L IN.' 

PRINTED BY T. H£NSUALL» No. 3, BRIDE-STREET, 

Near Werburgh-^treet. 

»79S. 




'J ^ 




I 


f 




ADDITIONAL SUBSGRI B£R'4. 

COLONEL Henry Gore Sankey, Dublin. 
Travers Hartley, Efq. Dublin* 

Sir Boyle Roche, Bar^ M. P. M. C. D. C 

John Stokes, £fq. Dublin. 

Stephen Moore, tfq. M P. 

Rev. Dr. Richd. Stack, M- R. I. A* 

George Pillfworth, Efq. Graney. 

Thomas Fitzgerald, Efq. Geraldine. 

Rev. Dr. Sealy, Cork. 

Rev. Mr. Stawell, Cork. 
^ Rev. Mr. Staunton, Carlow. 

3 Mr. J. Taylor, Dublin. 

^ Mr. Halpin, Portarlington, 

^ George Butler, Efq. Dublin. 

J Mr. John Waddy, Hatter, Bride Street. 

Abraham Mitchell, Efq. Athy. 
^i|L John Johnfion, Efq. Do. 
^ ^ Rev. Ml". Str#ng, re6loT ofRathdnam. 

Mr. B- Grifl&n, Merchant, Baitinglals. 

Mr. Jatnes Kavat^agh, Roundwood. 

Rev. James Murray, Clontnore. 

Mtifter Wil4ia?m Srew^n, KilUmooQ, 

George Canning, £lq. Dublin. 

Sir Thomas EfmoBde^ Bart. 

Mr. Brophy, Moon, Baliinglafs; 

Mr. Brophy, Callow. 

Mr. Jofeph Hill, Printer, Dublin. 

Mr. P* Colley, Dublin. 

Rev. Henry, Boyd, Krllileagh. 

Rev. J<^eph Stewart, Belfaft. 

Mr. Thomas Kealy, Queen's Coimty. 

Rev. Miles Burke, Loughrea. 

Mr, 


I 


V 


i 


S(;BSCRiB£Rft KAMEd 

Owen O'Callaghan, Efq- Coolavillex 

Mr. Tobias PurccU, Athy^ 

Mr; Bates, Rathdrum. 

Rev. Oliver Miller^ Dublin. 

<]Iapftaiti leavers, 9th. Dfagoons. 

jofeph Henry, Efq. Jun; Straffen/ 

Turner Camac Efq. 

Mr. james- Cahill New Roft; 

Sir Charies Devoeux Bart, M; P; 

Rt* Hon. F^ord Milt6ni London^ 

Hon. and Rev. Mr. Su Laurence Timolinj 

Rev. James Brennat, Tinahelyi 

Rev. Mr. Lalor, Atdlafs 

Mr. William Daly, Dublin. 


^mtm 


ERRATA. 



r. enemy X — ^p. 149, L 4» fof Tmrber, tx Tar6ert'^p, 164, 1. l, infert 
afemiceloH after barreuneft% and Jele femieeUn fiftew i*— p. 166, 1. I4.— 
ixx priveie^eit r. privileget^^% l^5» ^* ^3* wT accmpied, r. eeeupU 

td^p> 196, J; ia» for i^r,/J*— p. 4»r, 1. 1^, for/»^ d?«-^p. 9(^ 
!• i«, for Brtaft r. /frr^ p. 315, 1. \%t for rr/nrx i^ crime. 

Vol. II.--^Pas^ l^» I. 4> for direSien t, dere/f'Shn'^ 5^» 2* 
*5» for rmecve» r. rrw^vr— p. ^5, 1; 11, for Fofler, r. Forbe*»^Y. 
7$» 1. I9> after expemee, iofert «W tiatt^^p.^s* '• 17, after parlia- 
ment iobftitate a Cemma for the per/ed-m^p, 106, 1. «3, for i//, r. 
itS'^p. 108. 1. "» for r«//if, r. «a/«.— p. no, L 89 for reftrain'- 
i%l r. rejirained'^p. 1^6, 1. 7, {OTprefentimg, t» prfventing^^p, 15^, 
I* 17, for dijffent, r, dt^emten^^p, ail» L S(a» for ^/«rr, T» peaee^'-^p, 
H7» !• «5> after /ia/, ioiett men-^p. %^ t <I3, </i-/# tk« W«r<S «n^r. 
«— p. ft88« U I<^« for mdi r. a«^ 


i's^^ ■ ^ • ■ 


«tf 


A 


VI E W 


6 F 


iRISH AFFAIRS, &c. 


CHAR IX. 


jLdw Jiate df our Trade; ManufaBures and 
Cofnmetcei prfvious fa the JcciJ/ioH of his 
prejent MaJepy^^-^Caiife of tkt Diftiitbances 
in the Notth ahd Smith, mth their Effe8s—> 
In^lky 'of the Hoiife of CotntmHs, Unih re- 
JPeB to the Refotuiim of Jgifitnent-^Thi 
Difirefes tf the NatioH arifitig from a 
cramped Commeraei ahd the State of the Re- 
prefentative Body — The* Bill for Hmitmg the 
Duration of PaHiaments to eight Tears, called 
the OSenniat BilU^Jn uncimfiiiuthnal Attempt 
to originate a Money BHI^ in the PHvy Coun» 
cil — Difputes between the Hou/e of Gnrmons 
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4 A ViiW of Irijb Affairs 

and the Lord Lieutenant^ relative to this Mo^ 
ney Bill — Infurgents denominated Hearts of 
Steel — Their Supprejffiony and *the csufes of 
the Infur region — The Dijlreffesof the Country 
during Lord Harcourfs Adminiflration — The 
rupture between Great Britain and her Colo'^ 
nies — Its EffeSs on Ireland — Motions made 
in the Britijb Houfe of Commons^ in favour 
of the Trade of Ireland, they mi/carry through 
the old illiberal policy of Greqi Britain — Re- 
fefiions on that SubjeSl — AJfociations entered 
into againfl the ImpoiUation of Britijb Goods — 
Its Salutary EffeSs'— Origin of the Volunteers, 
with the good Confequeiices refulting from 
that InJHtuti&n^ 

GEORGE III. our prcfent gracious 
Sovereign, afcended the throne of 
his grandfather, George II. at the age of 
twenty two years. The whole tenor of his 
words and a&ions feemed defigned to acquire 
a'nd preferve popularity; and if we are to 
form our judgmenl of the nation, by their 
addrefles and congratulations, we may fafely 
pronounce, that no prince was ever more bleft 
with the cordial afieflion and attachment of 

his 
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his fubjeSs. Every thiag was expedlcd from 
their beloved Frederick, late Prince of 
Wales, and fuch was the temper of the na- 
tion, that they were difpofed to make the 
greateft conceffions, and to grant whatever 
his majefty miight think expedient, or necef- 
fary, ' for the fupport and maintenance of 
the honour and dignity of the crown, as 
well as what the exigence of the ftate might 
recjuire, 

Ths peace concluded* at Paris, reftored the 
tranquillity of Europe, and hiftory cannot 
fumifh an inftance of fo great and fo 
flourifliing an empire, as that of George IIL 
A few years had only elapfed from the conclu- 
lion of the peace of Paris ; when an empire 
which before was the wonder and admiration 
of the univerfe, during the time of profound 
peace, and under an efiablifhed form of 
government, begau rapidly to lofe that re-^ 
fpeA» and eflimation, in which it had been 
formerly held^ Inftability and weaknefs, 
marked each fucceffive appointment of the 
miniftry. In fome, thefe defeds were inhe< 
fqat ii^ the men, in others, they arofe froit 
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6 A ^i^'^ pf I^yb Affairs 

the partial fupport they derived from the 
fource of power : whilft among the people, 
clamours, outrages and difcontents prevail- 
,ed; fo that neithirr the refpefk which is na- 
turally annexed to lawful authority, nor 
even the Intervention of military force, could 
fuppr^ or check them. 

In a free government, every man is indi- 
vidually concerned in the fate of the whole, 
and in feafons of public danger, is a&ually 
called upon to exert his bed endeavours for 
the general good of that fociety of which he is 
a member. It |s the peculiar glory of the 
Britifh conftitution wherefoever planted, that 
each fubjeft is highly interefted in fupport 
of thofe laws under which he lives Jiappily, 
and by which his life, his liberty, and his 
property are prote^ed, in a manner altogether 
tinknown to the citizens of other nations. 
Thus, engaging a large portion of the gene- 
ral happinefs, he is bound to give his perfo- 
nal afliftance to fecure ihe permanency of 
that political conftitution, by which that 
happinefs has been promoted, and in what- 
ever ftation he is, he fliould exert his beft 
endeavours for that purpofe. A fenfe oP 

this 
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this duty has induced us to attempt to give 
a iketch of the prefeut reign^ the annals oif 
which will be better illuflrated at fome future 
period, 

Ma^y years preceding the acceffion of his 
prefent majefty, the lofs of trade and the decay 
of manufactures wa9 univerfally complained 
of, in almoft every part of Irelahd ; and the po- 
verty of the nation Was evidently confpicupus, 
as well from the fmallnefs of the grants, a$ 
the neglefled and depopulated ftate of the 
country. Every branch of our commerce * 
was reftriCled by the narrow and illiberal po- 
licy of Great-Britain, and diftrefs and def-- 
pondency were but too vifible throughout the 
the kingdom. The baneful influence of war, 
^nd of other caufes of national caUnjity are 
traniient, but the evils originating from com-* 
inercial reftri^ons are lafting and permanent. 
Tillage and n^anufiidures jvere obftru£ted, 
confequently the decay of agriculture eu- 
fued, while a gloomy profpedl cramped the 
finews of Induftry, s^d del^litated the powers 
^f the mind, 
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Disturbances took place in the South 

■ • • ... » ■."'.' 

;^nd in the North, in the year 1762, which 
continued to the following . year ; thofe 
difturbances were directed merely to obtain a 
correftion of local grievances, as to tithes apd 
commons ; but as mobs feldom arife without 
fuffering fome grievance, and never fubfide with-^ 
out committing fome injury in the profecu- 
tion of the intended reformation, many robbe- 
ries and murders were committed ; but men of 
property/ foon took the alarm ; the magiftrates 
united themfclves in the execution of the laws, 
government co-operated, and thus pcjace was 
foon reftored to the country. 

The caufes of the difturbances in TJlfter, 
originated in the old road aft of parliament, 
by which high-ways and roads were made and 
repaired, by the labour of the houfeholders ; 
they at length refufed to make more of what 
they czW^A joh-roads^ and rofe almoft to a man, 
in oppofuion to a ixfage they had for many years 
acquiefced in, and from the oaken-boughs, 
which they wore in their hats were deno- 
minated Oak Boys. The populace being thus 
roufed did not know where to flop, but began 
to feek a general redrefs of grievances whether 

real or imaginary. Their firft object was the 

1 > ' . ' . • - • f, 
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overfetrs of roads ; the fecond the clergy, 
whom they refolved to ftrip of their perfonal 
and mixed tithes ; the third was the landlords, 
the price of whofe lands^ particularly of turf- 
bogs they began to reguUte. Thefe,.together 
with feveral inferior objc^s only ferved to de. 
monftrate the phrenzy of the infurreflion. 

In the mean lime, the military were collec- 
ted from the other provinces, and the tumult 
in the fpace of five or fix weeks, was quelled 
v^ith the lofs of only two or three lives. In 
the enfuing fefiion of parliament, the obnoxi- 
ous Road Aft was repealed, and th^ future 
repair of roads was provided for, by levying 
an equal afleffment on the lands of both rich 
and poor. The caufe of difcontent being thus 
removed, peace and tranquillity re-aflumed 
their former channels. Whereac in the fouth, 
where the caufe is permanent, the effeft re- 
mained. The poor, there were unjuftly de- 
prived of their right of commonage, by mer- 
cenary landlords, and obliged to pay exorbi- 
tant rents for their little holdings, and by this 
means they have become conftant enemies tQ 
the ftate. It is generally believed, that 
the landlords in the South, in order to divert 
^be popular fury from themfelves, not only 

fomented 
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fomented, but encouraged the deluded multi- 
tude to refift the payment of tithes, and wreak 
their vengeance on the unoffending and 
innocent clergy, in that part of the kingdom. 

Thus the deluded people, finarting under 
thcgalling load of oppreflion, impofed on them 
by uufeeling and callous hearted landlords, 
reforted every where for relief, but where they 
ought. Therefore the caufes muft be removed 
before thefe difturbances can be altoge- 
ther quelled. The clergy and the poor will 
be equally diftrefled, while the firft landlords 
of the country are abfentees, the fecond cither 
foreftallers or graziers, and where only the 
tiUer of the foil, ilands fometimes in a third 
and fometimes in a fourth degree, from the 
original proprietor. To remedy this evil, fome- 
thing Ihould be thought of, and fomething 
done. Thi§ in faft appears together with the 
refoluiion of agiftment, the primary and ra- 
dical caufe of the prefent difcontents in th%t 
quarter. 

We are all happy or miferable by compari- 
fon. Abftraft reafoning of right or wrong, of 
law or ancient ufage, will never convince an 
illiterate cottagey, of a rich grazing county, 

that 


Since the Revolt tiop. 1 1 

tbat it i$ the real conftiiutioa of the realm to 
have the clergy fupported out of the produce 
of the arable lands of this kingdom, uhea 
he look3 around him, and beholds that the 
five thoqfand beft acres inthcparilh, contri- 
bute nothing, and that he and fome few other 
wretches muft, out of theTremaining thred or 
four hundred acres, extraft, ^y the pow er of 
inceffant labour, fufficient for the fupport of 
their own families, and for that of the 
eftablifhed church. The illiterate peafant 
cannot fuppofe, that fucb grofs partiality 
has the fandion of the law ; he therefore 
concludes that the whole is a fraud, that 

'i -t 

tithes are a burdpn not impofed by law 
pn him, or on aiiy man ; that his neighbour 
the rich grazier, who covers the plains all 
ground him, with innumerable oxen, never 
hears the demand of the re£lor, nor the voice 
of his proftor. 

These are the natural conclufions of thU 
unfortunate man, who has not knowledge 
enough to difcover, that one branch of the 
legiflature has, in effeS, declared one law for 
the rich, and another for the ppor ; and that 
it is the adopted policy of Ireland in this in- 

(lanc)^ 
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fiance, to beftow her rewards on thofe who 
moft eflc!5lua!ly retard her improvement, and 
■ even contribute to her deftruftion. The pca- 
lam therefore, uodefeaded by wealth, or by 
knowledge, has recourfe to violence and out- 
rage to protefl him agtinft the fuppofed frau- 
dulent and illegal claims of the clergy, and 
is aflually led into treafon and rebellion by 
not properly underftanding the myfterious 
wifdom of the patriotic houfe of commons, in 
the feffion of 1735, relative to the tithe of 
agifiment ; a refblution then paQed that houfe, 
which ought not to remain uncancelled, as it 
unqueftionably commits private injuftice, and 
violates the rules and praflices of every en- 
tightetied nation on fimilar occafions. This 
g.rofs violation of equity and good policy by 
time and acquiefcence has in a manner ufurp- 
«d the force of law, andcftabliflied the danger- 
ous precedent, that an csprefled wifh of one 
houfeofparliament, (hall cttntroul the rights of 
tbe fubje£^ andcheck his free appeal lothe courts 
-'■■ ""ce,in any cafe of real or alledged pro- 
a refiiluiion which took advanuge of 
ideraiion and peaceable difpo£iion of the 
, turned their virtues againft their in- 
and convened their compliance inta 
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an abjuration of their own rights and princi- 
ples, and a direAion of thofe of their fuc- 
ceffors. In Ihort it throws a ftain on the mo- 
jrals and underftandings of our forefathers, 
in the fervile ftate of this kingdom ; a ftain 
which the founder equity and better policy 
of the prefent rcprefentatives of emancipa- 
ted Ireland, can alone wa(h away. 

The ill-judged policy of the fifler country 
in cramping the commerce and manufaftures 
of Ireland, is a meafure, which has not a ftia- 
dow of a public and national caufe to defend 
it. This monopolizing fpirit of Great Britain, 
in a manner facrificed the trade and commerce 
of this country, for a feries of years, w hereby 
they only enriched their natural enemies, at 
the expence of their friends and fellow fubjefts. 
The wool which has in cionfiderable quantities 
been frequently fmuggled into France, and 
manufadured there, and often fent to oppofc 
Britifti fabrics at other foreign markets, would, 
only for the narrow fpirit, above alluded 
t/O, have been manufaftured in this country; 
thie enemies of the empire, .would in this in- 
ftancc lofe the benefit of it ; and Ireland confe- 

- quently 
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quentiy profit by it whiW the wealth of the 
country would ultiuiately find its way into 
England « The trade of Ireland, fufiers 
not only from the baneful fpirit of Bri* 
tifh monopoly, but alfo from the* nattife of 
our taxes, and the manner of collefling them. 
The duties on goods imported, caufe ihofe 
goods to come much higher to the confu^ 
mer, than they would do if the cdnfu- 
mer bimfelf, was to pay the duty ; and 
this becomes a flfdng temptation to fmug- 
gle. The taxes oii the neceflaries of life, 
are in fadl So many impofts on trade? and 
induftry ; and fuch muft be accounted tlwi 
duties upon foap, coals, candles, falt^ and 
leather, likewife, the duties on the import 
tation of foreign raw materials, to be ufed 
in our own manufactures, operate as chains 
fetters and to (hackle the progrefs of labout 
and the circulation of wealths 

These taxes virere originally impofed, un- 
der an idea of promoting the landed inte- 
teft ; but happy had it been for this country, 
if the gentlemen of landed property, had 
underftood their intereft before they put in 

practice 
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pradice an ill-judged zeal in promoting it. 
Moreover the ezpenfive manner of collec- 
ting all our cuftoros, is dill an additional 
difadvantage we labour under ; fuch as tke 
multiplication * of offices, patent- places, fees^ 
finecures and peniions. Tbefe things create 
a dependence on the court, and are faid to 
flrengtben the hands of government ; but if 
they do fo ia one refped, they weaken i^ 
much more in another. 

Thsy give two juft caufes for compliiat ; 
the beft friends of the prefent edabUihment, 
are grieved to behold meafures which tkeyr 
cannot vindicate. Repeated murmurs, where 
there is a real foundation for them, natu- 
rally tend to alienate the affedions of the maiGi 
of the people, which, above all things, ihonld 
be guarded againft ; becaufe in feafons of 
a£lual danger, it is the people, and not place- 
men and peniioners^ who can fave the govern- 
ment, and oppofe themfelves againft the 
invafion of foreign, or the infurre&ioa of 
domeftic enemies.— The want of fubordioa* 
tion in the lower clafs of people, has been 
as injurious to commerce, as it has been to 
morals* Our manufa^uring poor, if fub- 

ysSL 
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jed to little or no controul, will run into 
vice ; vice is attended with expence, which 
muft be fupported either by an high price 
for their labour, or by methods ftill mord 
deftraftive. The end of all is poverty and 
difeafe ; and thus they becoine a loath fome 
burthen on the community. 

In proportion to the advantage of wages 
and the cheapnefs of provifions, they become 
more vicious, more indigent and idle ; num- 
bers of them not working at all, while they 
have any thing to fpend upon their vices. 
This want of fubordinatipn, fo productive 
of combination, and which proves fo fatal 
to trade and induftry, requires the utmoft 
exertions of the legiflature, ;o check and con- 
troul. 

N 

I 

The Irifti nation at this time laboured not 
only under thefe evils, but many others of 
a no Icfs mifchievous tendency. The parlia- 
ment of this kingdom in former days, was 
annual, but in latter times the duration of 
our parliaments was become comraenfuratc 
to the reign of each of o.ur fovereigns. This 
arrogated power, not ojily deftroyed a vital 

principle 
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J>^iiiciple 6i thfe fcdnftittitidff, but wis replet^ 
ivith cdnicijueflcfcs fatal to the liberty and 
Welfare of the tiittidn } as iht fef>refentative$ 
froia this moineat 6f cledion, became and 
aded totally Independent of fheit co^ftitu- 
ints. The raethdd of bribing the Idgifla- 
live body, became fyftematieal, by which 
the intereft and welfare of the comtaiinity 
were overlooked and abandoned: Various 
means were made ufe Of to remedy tbele 
evils, knd to reftorc; the conftitntion to iti 
priaiitive principles j but they all proved 
abortive, while the influence of venality tod 
corruption pervaded the political fyftem; 

♦ ■ . . 

A. i> 1761 ^*^ ^^^ ^^^ arrived at an inte- 

refting i^riod, in the annals of 
Ittland. The Celebrated Mh Pitt,^ afterwards 
Earl bf Chatham, fuggefted the firft idea of 
f educing the exorMtant power of our arif- 
toeracy. The eftabliihmeht of a refident vice- 
roy, fcemed the moil feffeftuafl means of car- 
rying thiar wife, and liberal fyflem of' policy, 
bto execution j accordingly George ford ViA 
t^unt Townfend, wai appointed Lord Lieu- 
tenant, in the year i 767-^011 his Elieellericy's 
VoxiwII. B arrival: 
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arrival, he was, like the reft of his predecef- 
fors^ complimented, carefled, and flattered^ 
His Bxceltency's vivacity and volatile difpo* 
fition, were extremely pleafing to many of 
our countrymen, and his nodlurnal revela 
and hm tnotSy furniihed entertainment and 
eonverfation to the metropolis. Like Gharles» 
II* our merry Viceroy, did not aflume the 
airs of royalty one hour in a month* At 
iht commencement of his firft feflion, it how- 
ever appeared manifeft that he would not 
|>e content to be a tuminal Viceroy. Ht there* 
fiMre flripped the ariftocracy of the power 
of conferring places of emolument girder 
the crown ; and he dire£ted the channel of 
court favour into a multitude of little ftreams, 
as not e^en the loweft commiflion in the 
revenue, could be difpofed of, without his 
appTobation. 

Br thefe means the commons looked up 
to him, not only as the fource, but the dif- 
penfer of every gratification. Although he 
feemed ftudioufly to defpife popularity, yet 
he bad the good fortune to attach the common 
people to him. The familarity of his deport- 
ment 
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liiedr and ftfong fyrripithetic feelings, which 
often excited him to Occafionsll zSis of gene» 
irofity, accdmplidied this, without premediu- 
tion or defign* What principally diftinguifli- 
ed Lotd Townfend's aditiiniilration, was 
the bill fot fhorteniug the duration of 
parliament. The people were impatient for 
the meafure, and his excellency in order to 
acquire popularity, ii the expence of the 
ariftocracy, countenanced it, and the more- 
fo, as he #as firongly impfefied with the idea, 
that the bill introduced into the commons 
fot the above purpofe, would hever ht carried 
into effed ; but, contrary to his expefkations, 
the bill pafled fcoth hotifes, by which the du- 
ration of out parliament was limited to fe« 
ven years. When thfc bill was tranfmitted to 
England^ it was there altered from a feptennial 
ta an o£lennial bill ; this alteration was made 
to damn it, as it was conceived that the 
Irifli legiflature would not accede to the altera- 
tion ; butv not withftan ding, fo anxious was 
the nation ioi atdopting the meafure, that our 
parliament conceded to the alteration, and the 
bill pafied into a ^w. This law was attend- 
ed with the beft confequences, and encreafed 
the popularity Of Hord Townfcnd, confide- 

^ B2 rably, 
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rably, however averfe his excellency's wilhes 
might have been from a meafure of fuch 
general utility. 

An ^/ro In purfuance of the Oftennial 

Billy, the parhamcut was du* 
folved and a new one eledled, which met in 
Auguft, 1769. In this fefiiou, an attempt was 
made by government to trench upon the pri- 
vileges of the commons. A money bill ori- 
ginating in the privy council was prefented 
to the commons. The bill was once read and 
then, with becoming, fpirit rejeAed. This 
caufed much heat and acrimony between the 
commons and the lord lieutenant, and to ex- 
prefs his indignation he repeatedly prorogued 
the meetings of the lower houfc until the 
month of February, of. the year 177 1. 
His excellency entered his proteft upon the 
journals of the houfe of lords, againft the pro- 
ceedings of the commons, for rejedling the 
money bill originating in the privy council : 
for the legality of fuch protefts we refer our 
readers to the proteft of the lords on that oc- 
cafion. 


I *■ 


The parliament condufled themfelves with 
Remarkable delicacy, in their flruggles with 

the 
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tlie viceroy ; they gave unqueflionablc proofs 
of tbeir loyalty and liberality to their fo- 
vereign, at the time they flicwcd their 
fuperiority over the meafures of the chief 
governor : They not only granted his maj^fty 
the ordinary fupplies, but voted alfo an enor- 
mous loan ; they acceded to the augmentation 
of the army, and enabled the king to alienate 
a part of the public revenues, which he had 
been before advifed to alienate contrary to law. 
And the return made for all this was, the fuf- 
peniion of an a£iive and uncorrupted parlia« 
ment for four years, without one ^&, except 
a fupply bill, to the intimidation of future 
virtue, and the degradation of parliament- 
The confequences were ruinous to the trade, 
credit and profperity of the nation* 

A D nfi ^^ infurreftion took place in 

the north of Ireland, this year, 
which, although it was not fo general as that 
which happened in the ypar 1763, yet was 
more violent, as proceeding from a more pe- 
culiarly interefting caufe. The origin of it 
was this : an abfent^ nobleman who enjoyed 
a very large eft ate in IJlfter, inftead of fetting 
|t when out of leafe for the higheft rent, 

t 3 WW^H 
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which is the ufual mode in this kiDgdoin, ^ 

adopted a nevir w^y of letting hi3 lands by ta- i 

king large fines and fniall rents. Theoccu- j 

piers of the land, however will|ug to give the 
Ixtghcft rents were not able to pay the fines ; 
confequently they were difpoflefled by opulent 
undertakers, who, not fatisfied with a mode- 
rate interefl: for their money, racked the renta 
to a pitch above the reach of the old tenai^t. 
Thus the wretched occupier, to whom long 
poflfeflion had given no preference, was driven 
from his little habitation, unlefs he chofe to 
outbid every pther propofer, as the undertaker 
had fet up hjs farm to the highcft bidder. 
Upon this the people rofe againft the foreftall- 
ers, dcftroyed their houfes and maimed 
their cattle. 

Thbss miferable people yndey the deno- 
mination of Steel-boys^ committed many atro-» 
cities, and when driven to afts of defperation 
knew not how to confiae themfelves to their 

, f ■ 

original objcft, but like the Hearts of Oaky 
became, general Reformers. However the inter- 
ference of the military foon quelled them, and 
on the execution of a few of their ring* 
leaders, the former peace of the country was 
once moft reftored. But the caufe of the 

commotion 
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eommoiiQii proved ei^tremely injurious to the 
imereft of the country, as it occafione^ many 
thoufands of our ufi^ful and induftrious n^i- 
tiv^s, to emigrate to America. 

The legiflaturQ pafled an adi of a very 
odious and unconftit^tional nature^ relative 
to the iniurgents denominated Hearts of Steef. 
It wasena£ied, that all perfoas i9(li^?<i of fuch 
offences as thofe imputed to the Hearts of Steel 
Ihould be tried in counties different from 
tiiofe in which the o0ences were committed. 
The legiflature no doubt dreaded that if th«r 
trials took place in the counties where the e^ 
Dormities were^ perpetrated, that the delin** 
quenti might be acquitted through fear of the 
refentmcBt of the populace, or a partiality in 
either witnefifes or jury. In purfuance of this 
a£i, many of the Hearts of Steel were fent to 
Dublin, and there put on their trial for of» 
fences committed in the county of Antrim, but 
th^ were acquitted, as the mode of trial was 
confidered a direA violation of a funda- 
mental law of (he conftitution. Upon the re* 
peal of this execrable a£t, feveral of the 
jnfurgents were tried in their refpeftive coun^t 
4es and executed. 

The 
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A Tx The commons wifely in the feC- 

• ^. fion of 1771, turned their at- 
tcntioQ to oeconomy and every poffiWe 
retrenchment in the expenditure of the 
public money. They refnfed to make pro- 
vifion for certain penfions which 1^*4 
been granted to individuals in violation 
of the royal promife- They difcovered grofs 
errors ; in the public accounts. On which they 
arraigned and condemned the excifc board, 
and f^iritediy refolved that the abilities and 
eflentialinterefls of the nation fliould be the 
racafures of the fupply- They convinced the 
viceroy, that the voice of the people was too 
powerful for him, and however great their, 
ireverence and regard for the fovereign might 
be, yet when ftrong meafures lyere attempted, 
the oppofiiiori triumphed and defeated thcj 
views of the viceroy. 

HowjLVER, notwithilanding thefe virtuous 
eflfons, the national debt was encreafing, and 
taxes accumulating to an enormous extent ; the 
couutry illiberally reftrided in every branch 
of its commerce, a meafure ruinous to Ireland 
and really ferviqfeable to the rivals, if not the 
enemies of Great Britain, tn a Ihort time 

the 
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the confequences v^ere but too evident. In* 
dividuaU became bankiiipts, aud public cre- 
dit tottered on the verge of ruin. Penfions 
encreafed, the revenue declined, an oppreffive 
peace eftablilhment took place, while an enor- 
mous debt contraAed by the nation, beyond all 
proportion, exceedingthatofany forraer peri- 
od, cramped at once the fmews of indufiry 
and deprefled the native energy of the peo- 
ple. 

« T\ Tvz Harcourt adminiftration was 

^'^ altogether callous to the dif- 
trefled ftate of the country and carried its par- 
liamentary meafures with too high an hand ; 
and, however fcnfible the commons were of 
the unhappy condition of the kingdom and 
felt the moft lively emouons on that account, 
yet, this was not the period of redrefs. In this 
fcffion, at the paiTing of the money bills, the 
commons clearly pointed out the impropriety 
and injuftice of the Britifti parliament, in re- 
firiAing our trade and (hackling our com- 
merce, and declared that they expeAed a ref- 
tpration of their rights, and an exemption 
from commercial reftridlions, as the only 
tneans of iatisfying their conftituents for the 

heavy 
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Itcavy burtbeas impofcd duriag this fdSlieQ af 
pariiament. But ftill tbe fame cUfpefnion tp* 
Wards Ireland was comiuued by Great Britain, 
IXQtwithftanding thefituatiou of tbe couatry 
was truly deplorable ; but Ireland was not 
tbe only complainant 09 this ocCafion ; tbe 
fame baneful policy, that fo materially in* 
juxed this country, extended iu influence to 
America. 

. jy. ' Thj5 difputc that took place be- 

tween Great Britain and Ame- 
rica, wh|ch originated in |be ftamp a£t, ten 
years beforg, now drew t<^ a cfifis. The Bri-s 
lifb cabinet ^^efolved to bind America in all 
cafes, whatever, and nothing lefs than uil^con-i 
ditional fuhmiiilon to this tyrannic m^eafure, 
was required on th^ paft of America, aad to 
eflfeft this, coercive raeafufes were determin- 
ed 6n, and the Brit^fli premier vainly boaft- 
ed— " That he would lay America pcqftrate 
at bis feet." The Americans, with fupplica* 
liiig haad^ begged to avert thefe evils, and 
to be reftor^d to the enjoyment of equal prit 
vikges with the othe? members^ of the em- 
pire. They alledged, ths^t taxation, without 
their confeat, was a^bfolu^e tyranny; as 

taxation 
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taxftdcm and rcprei^xuation ougbt to be iofe- 
perable. latbeyear l'774i**and-75, (be Ame« 
^cins prefented laanly^ yet docent aud re^ 
fpeftful applicfttkms to (he king« to the ]>ar« 
liament, and to tbe people of England ; bat 
tbie manner in wHch tbey were rejeded, ex* 
bit^is ft %0Bg pidhire of (be pride and infa^ 
tuatiiqa o£ tbf^ BritiOi Aiiaiftry. War was iu 
eSeA levied by tbe violence of the Boftou 
port billf tbe vaoatkm of their cbarter, the 
chaage ^ their govepniiEientj and the arrival 
of fleet!^ and armiee to exe<fute thefe crufsl 
decreef. Thu« Anoericaa fupplication was to 
be anfwered by tbe nouth of Briti(b cannoxu 
and thxis UnofiblHling bunsility was tortttred 
into rage> and tbe iii&ncy of exiilence made 
to weep. 

A ri ^^^ America now, on her part, be- 
3. V. 1775- 1 

gMi to make vigorotis prepara- 

rations for the dernier refort. The flame of 

liberty was kindled in each breaft, and the 

voice of patri<Kifm was echoed from pole to 

pole. In 1775, tb^ tempcftj thi^ for a time 

was colled^g all ita fury, burft at Bofton, 

and the torch of war blazed throughout the 

Continent of America- This was a fatal 

moment 
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tfioment for the honour and glory of the Bri- 
lifh empire ; then indeed, to ufe the emphatic 
words of the late Lord Chatham, *< The fun 
of England fet, to rife no more \ " 

America and England, being plunged into 
»Il the horrors of civil war, added ftill more 
to the calamities of Ireland. The exportation 
of Iriih linen for America, was very confide- 
rable; but now this great fource of national 
weahh, was totally (hut up, by a very uncon- 
ilittitional ftretch of prerogative, under the 
pretext of preventing the Americans from 
being fupplied with provifions from this 
country. An embargo was laid on the expor- 
te(,tion of provifions from this kingdom, 
and it was continued, in reality to enable a 
few rapacious Britifti contradors to make 
good their engagements^ This embargo com- 
bined with other caufes, which were invaria- 
ble and permanent, produced the moft melan- 
dioly efie6ls. Wool and black cattle fell con- 
liderably in value, fo alfo, did lands \ and. 
rents, in many places, could fcarcely be col- 
lefted, fa much was public credit eflentially 
injured* 
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A D inn6 Numbers of wretched manufac- 
turers were reduced to extreme 

indigence^ and would have abfolutely pe- 
riihed, were they. not fupported by public 
charity. Government were not at this time 
able to make grants, either to promote induf- 
try, or to relieve the national calamities, as 
the treafury was nearly cxhaufted. Every 
branch of the revenue failed, and fuch was 
the poverty of the nation, that the militia 
]aw could not be carried into effect. Ire- 
iatid could not pay her forces abroad, and 
was obliged to borrow money from England 
to pay thofe at home. Our parliament was 
neceifitated to raife money at an exorbitant 
intereft. Such of the Englifh as had eilates 
in this kingdom, becommg panakers of the 
comq^^on calamity, together with others who 
bad no perfonal intereft in the kingdom, 
turned their ferious attention to the deplora- 
ble fuuation of our affairs. 

A T^ --0 Accordingly a committee was 

appomted by the commons of 
Great Britain, to confider the trade of Ire- 
land ; it was obferved that the condition of 
Ireland was miferable in the extreme ; as ap- 
peared 
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pi^ired evident By the reduc^, priced of our 
lands, the ruinou^ ftate of our manufadurcsf^ 
and the general povfetty of the nation. la 
confequfpce of tbi^, the codimittee of the 
^/vbole houfe of cjpoimdua, pafied unanimouf* 
iy the folio wing motions-^" That the Irifh 
might be permitted to eipoi^t diredly to the 
Britiih p]2intatioh$, ot to the i<3ttlemeQts o^ 
thecoail df- Africa, all goods the pirodtict 
or the mabtifai^ure of the kingdom^ wool 
Or woollen manufaftufc only etcepted, <>Tt 
commodities of ih^ growth or manufa£lure^ 
of Great Bi^itaio, legally imported from 
tl^at kingdom ; . as alfo, foreign cettificatd 
goodd^ undet thd fame conditloQi That 
all the gpods^ the prodiiee of any of the 
**^ Britiih {ettlenxents, or of the fettlemcnts ori 
** the coafts of Africa, tobacco excepted ; be 
allowed to be direfily imported intd Ire- 
landi That glafs, manufaflured in Ireland, 
<< be permitted to be expojrted from it, to dl 
places. Great Britain excepted. That C6t- 
toU yarn, the mannfaAute of Ireland, be 
allowed to be imported into Great Bri- 
tain, and that Irifh fail cloth and cordage 
Ihould have the fame privilege.*' 
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A T\ • M -,• BitL3 were frtmcd on the above* 
A. D- 1779. _ . , . , , 

mentioned motiOB3; but im 

tiadiog afid manufaduring towns of Great 
Briiain now took the alarm ; they confidered 
every increafe of the trade of Ireland, not 
only as prejudicial to their intereft, ' but an 
encroachment on their rights. It was their 
wiQi that Irilhmcn ftiould neither be per- 
mitted to export their own commodities, 
nor to import thofe of other countries. Con- 
fequently many petitions were prefented to 
the Britifh parliament againft the intended in- 
dulgence to Ireland ; many members were 
inftru£led to the fame purpofe; and thus 
tkefe bills fell to the ground. 

By the navigation a£ls pafled in the reign 
of Chailes 11. Ireland was deprived of every 
inceniive to induftry, and ftut up againft 
every avenue to wealth, notwithftanding Ire- 
land had employed her treafury, and defo- 
lated her land to prove her attachment and 
loyalty to Great Britain. For this, reilric- 
tion and com mercial bondage had been her 
reward. The fmallnefs of the Irifti taxes 
had been often pleaded againft, allowing the 
benefits propofed. — But if the internal opu- 
lence 
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lenc? and external advantages of both coun- 
tries were compared, it would be found that 
Ireland paid taxes in a fourfold proportion 
more than Great Britain. 

Ireland was taxed beyond her ability^ 
and was totally deftitute of the means of pay- 
ment. Wherefore, independent of all regard 
to juftice and liberality. Great Britain was 
bound from neceffity to remove our com- 
plaints. The trade with America was loft, 
therefore it became indifpenfibly neceflary to 
unite in one point of intereft and aflfe^tioti 
the remaining parts of the eaipire for their 
mutual prefer vation and fupport. Ireland 
had hitherto been paffive, but there was 
danger if refufed juftice, that ihe would 
recoil on her oppreflbrs, to caft off the yoke 
of thofe who were infenfible to her calami- 
tics, and determined to drive her to defpe* 
ration. 

AD R ^^ ^^^ feffion of i7'?9, various 

efforts were made in the Britifh 
parliament in favour of the commerce of 
Ireland, but they all mifcarried, ttrough the 
interference of the minifter, who had hi- 

iherttf 
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therto taken no ftiaifc m the btifincfs; In 

the interim, matters haftened to a crifis ivC 

ihi» country ; However thi feetitfgs of the iia-^ I 

tion Wefe fuipended by the hope 6{ relief 

fo long as the iffairs of Ireland tirefe bc*'^ 

fore the Britifti parliament J but jvhtti it 

was found, that the Britifh minifter, in 

whom they had confided, had deferted^ their 

caufe, and that their hopes were delufive, 

t^e difcontcnti of the people, exafperated 

by diiappointment, kindled into it flaime* 

Two laws pafled the J^ritiih parliament 
m favour of Ireland, one permitting the 
irifh to plant tobaccd, the bth^r to encou- 
Irage the chilture of hemp; But thefc were 
i'eccived with contempt, as they could be 
tonfidercd only as a mete mockeiy on the ^ 
Irifli nation. But a fpirit i/^as now kindling • 
in the kingdbm, tvhich iiras Shortly to re- 
triev« the dignity of the coiuntry aind do 
juftice td its claimi^- Aflbciations were en- 
tered into in many paifts df thd kingdom, 
igainft the iniportation of Britifh commodi- 
ties, arid for the encouragement of Iriih manu* t 
fii^dure^; 

Vor It d i*r 


In confcquence of this effort of patri* 
otifin, Irifh manufadlures began to revive, and 
tbe demand for Briilfh goods in a great mea* 
fure decreafed, which produced a difpofi- 
tion in Great Britain, to attend to the com- 
plaints of this country, different indeed 
from that which Ireland had hitherto expe- 
rienced. But there was a voice in favour 
of Ireland more diftinftly heard, which pro- 
claimed through the nation, the injuries we 
fuAained, and louldy demanded redrefs* In 
eonleqiaence of the war with America, the 
Irifh coafls had been infulted, and their tra* 
diiig veflels unprotedied^ were captured by 
Amefican privateers. Even the communica- 
tion with great Britain wai nearly obftruAed. 

Frah CK had now refolved to unite her 
arms to thofe of America, which ftill ren- 
dered the fituation of this country more cri- 
tical and precarious. There was even a pro- 
bability that Ireland would be invaded, 
deftitute as fhe was of the means of de- 
fence, England from her embarraffed ftate 
4 was neither able nor inclined to lend us any 
Imfliftance : in this alarming fituation a few vo ^ 
inmnteer companies were formed, who cbofc 

their 
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tUdif bwii officers, purchafed their OvviJ 
Uniform and arms, and with the affiftabc^ 
of pcrfons jJroperly qualified, acquired the 
knowledge of arms and of the military, art. 
Such was the origin of the volunteers, an 
inftitution which will be long revered by 
every patriotic Irilhman^ 

GovtKi^jAnifT niadc fomc cffdrts td ten- 
der the volunteers fubfervicnt to the views 
df the crdwn, biit they ptovcd inefiedual ; 
16 'virhen it was impdiBbl^ to prevail on them' 
to aft confcnint to the wifties of gavern- 
nrient, it tvis noW thought moft prudent to 
tteat theai with confidence; Wherefore go- 
vernment iuued orders to the governors of 
ttie refpeftive irountlfes ill the' kingdom, to 
dilltibute among the v61umeeri fiiteen thou- 
fand (land of^ fire arms; The Spirit of the 
peop^le tvas at length rouzedi they felt in- 
dignant at their grievances, and the re- 
prefentative body now feemed difpofed^^ttf 
a£t in uhifoh with their' wiflkes; ^^ 

A D' nn '^^^ Itifh parliariient met irt 
' ^* Oadber of thid year, and in theii' 
addfefal to Kis mKjefty, they unaEni^rpufl5rdc- 
G a ^larec^ 
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clared that it was not by temporary ezpiedi* 
^vsx&^ but by a free trade only that the na- 
tion was to be faved from impending rnin. 
The flreets of the metropolis were lined from, 
the parliament hpufe to the caflle by the 
Dublin volunteers, when the fpeaker car-, 
ried up tbisaddrefs to the lord lieutenant. 
On this occafion the pulfe of the nation beat 
high ; yet the hope of redrefs was accom- 
t^ni«d with doubts, fufpicions and fear^t 
left the fame difpofition in Great Britain 
which had hitherto tyranniftied over this king. 
dom fliould render our wilhes andescpefta* 
tions vain and delufive ; and by many it was. 
conceived that nothing but compulfoi:y meant 
Would redrffs our grievances or procure that 
juftice which the infatuated policy of Great 
Britain had fo long and fo (hafnefiilly de- 
tiied. 

Thk nation apprehended, if the fuppliei 
wcfe granted for two years, as was ufual, 
that Great Britain would ftill continue her 
ufurpation, and by a prorogation of par- 
liament fruftrate all their wifties. Thefe 
fentiments pervaded the kingdom, but in 
parliament the court party were averfe from 

the 
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tlie meafure. From refcntment the populace 
of Dublin committed feveral afls of vio* 
Icnce, and menaced thofe v^ho (hould op- 
pofc it. When the matter came to be dif- 
cufled, a majority of the commons fome from 
principle and others from neceflity fupporte4 
tbe meafure. A ihort money bill therefore 
pafled, and was tranfmitted to Great Bri* 
tain, where however moni ying to the minifter, 
it pafied alfo ; fuch was the fituation of the 
kingdom, and a critical one it ceruinly 
was, as the Iriih were almoft driven to de? 
fpair. The circumftances of Ireland were 
truly lingular ; (he had long maintained a 
military eflablifhment for internal defeno»» 
beyond her ability ; of which contrary to roy* 
al faith, Ihe had been ftripped in order to carry 
on the war againft America. In this (heha4 
tio concern, nay its principle ftie had rea*^ 
Ton to dread, left it fliould be applied tp the 
fubverfion of her own conftitution. In thifti 
fiate of weaknefs, the enemies of the empije 
menaced her with invafion, and when (he * 
fought protection from Britain, Ihe; was 
^nfwered, you muft proted yourfclves." 

Q 3 Tnw 
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Th,v$ e?tpofed aad defcrte4, Ireland WM 
favcd by th? magiunimity of her volunteers, 
who from ev^ry clafs ^nd defcription of men, 
voluntarily arqied ;anjd ijnited in defence 
of their cQuntry. Ireland nov confcious of 
pofleffing a force and confequence to wbic)i 
file had hitherto been a ftranger, applied it 
wifely for the attainment of national advanta- 
ges. The government had in a manner been 
abdicated, and the nation rcfume4 tjie pow- 
ers, which the prfjaciples pf tbeponftitution, 
as wel)> as the neceflity ol" the times not 
only jujftified, but obliged fhem to. Some 
time before, perhaps, f mailer matters would 
have gratified the Irifli, and they woul4 have 
received them with thank$, but this wa$ not 
the fe^fon for either gratitude or yeconcili^ 
ation, by me^ns of partial and temporifing 
meafures. Whatever England might at prc- 
fent grant, would not be confidered as a fa- 
vour by Iceland, but merely as a matter of 
jufticeand right. 

By this time the Britifh minifter finding . 
fcjmfelf not a little hampered by the Ihort mo- 
pcy-bill, and alarmed at the fpirited pro- 
ceeding^ 
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ctedicgs of Irelatid, brought forward at length 
his propofitions relative to this country. Their 
objed was to repeal the laws which pro^- 
bited the exportation of Irilh mannfadures^ 
made of^ or mixed with wool, from Ireland 
to any part of Europe, To repeal fo much 
of the a^ of the nineteenth of George the 
IL as prohibited the importation of glaf9 
into Ireland, except of Britifli manufac- 
ture, or to export glafs from that king- 
dom ; and alfo, to permit Ireland to export 
and import commodities to and from the Bri- 
tifli colonies, and the Weft Indies, and her 
fettlements on the coafis of Africa ; fubjeA to 
fuch regulations and reftridions as (hould be 
impofed by the Irifii parliament. Bills exr 
adly conforniable to thofe proportions were 
brought into the Britifh Parliament, and paf- 
&d into laws. 

The plf afure and joy, which the Irifti ma-- 
nifefted on this occafion, were expiefled in the 
moil lively and feniible manner. Byt when the 
natural feelings on fuch events fubfided, 
the public piind reafonably concluded that 
% free trade held by an uncertain tenure, wa3 

but 
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but of Mttle rife, and that to render it of r^al 
!,benefit to the nation, it ought to hav$ a folid 
and permanent bafis to reft upon. 

Great Britain repealed the laws that re- 
ftriftcd our commerce from neceffity alone; 
and her parliament might perhaps fette^ ou^ 
commerce by new and more oppreflivc re* 
ftriftions. Wherefore in order to fecurc the 
advantages the Irifti now obtained with ref^^ 
ped to trade and commerce, it became ^b^ 

■ ' ' ■ Asm ■ ' * 

folutely neceUary to maintain the freedom of 
the conflitution, and to oblige the £fter Ha* 
tion to abandon and renounce her nfurped 
claim to legiflate for this country. 

To elfeAuate thefe meafures, the nation 
naturally looked up to the fpirit and patrio- 
ufm of the vojunteers, and they were inde- 
fatigable in their exertions for the attsunment 
of fo glorious an objeft. The volunteers had 
by this time, become extremely fcfpetlable, 
and .their reputation and condu(^ were fuch, 
as entitled them to the unanimous thanks of 
Doth houfes of parliament. This together 
with their decency and neatnefs, contributed 
not a little to augment their pumbers 


<. . J 
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The 


Tftp iimixtion of Great Britftin at this ^* 
^riodj wa8%ext]remely critical, j withom i. i^le 
alljTt fhe Ixad ito contwd with the ffir^oe of 
America, and the united brancbes 4>f ibe 
houfe of BoKLxhon. Tbe^ pvecedadog iudEnnner* 
the Trench &^t -, ro4e triiMiiphafit in the firv 
tiib Channel* It •wovld redwrnd Uttk to 
the honour or joftioe <if ^ritaisa^ to afletx 
that in the hour of her weakncfe alone, Ire^ 
land looked up with confidence towards 
emancipation. The caufe and eSed of the 
American war, were replete with inftruftion. 
Oppreffed Ireland feized the opportunity, and 
boldly declared that flie was an independent 
kingdom, entitled by reafon, by nature, and 
by compaft, to all the privileges and immu- 
nities of 'a free conllitution ; and that no pow- 
er on earth was competent to make laws to 
bind them, fave only her king, lords and 
commons ; and that in fupport of thefe rights, 
they jyere determined to rifque their property 
and their lives. 

A DisTiKGVisHED and patriotic fenator 
in the feffion of 1780, moved in the houfe 
of commons, ** That no power on earth fave 

the 
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king lords^ and commons of Ireland, wefc 
competent to make laws to bind us; at* 
though the truth of this propofition was not 
-denied, yet it is certain, that had the quef- 
tion been put on it, it would have been ne- 
-gatived ; for at this time, not only govern- 
ment, but the majority of the reprefentati ve 
body, oppofed the eonftitutional claims and 
fights of the people. 


CHAP. 


SwH the Revoluti&n. 4^ 


C H A P- X- 

^ie Iij/b mutiny Bill made perpetual in Enr 
gland^^T'he rejeSkm of a modifcafim of Poy^ 
nifig^s Law, and the attempts of rendering the 
Judges indipendent-^The noble Condu9 of the 
Volunteers in Defence of the Country when me-" 
naced with an In^vaJiofir-^Their wife andjleady 
Hejblutions for emancipating the Country-^The 
Volunteer meeting at Dungannon w the 1 5/A of 
February, 1782—^ retroJpe8 to the Affairs of 
4fnerica. — The change (fthe Britijh Minijiry^-- 
Its effeSs on Irifh Affairs — Several ujeful 
Lanvs enaSed in favour of Ireland-^The re* 
peal of many obnoxious Laws affeding the Co* 
tholics — Dtffolution of the Irijh Parliament 
byt he Earl of Northington — Independence cf 
America allowed by Great Britain, and the 
bleffings of Peace rejiored to Europe — The re- 
jeSion of a Parliamentary Reform and protes- 
ting Duties-^Mr. Orders fuhjiitute for protect 
ing Duties rejeSed — The Police AQ^Orde^s 
Education Bill fabmitted to Parliament — 
Death of the Duke of Rutland^The Folly of 
confiding too hoJtily in new Adminijlrations 

—Th 
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— Tie Regency Bufinefs — Cantefts in Parli- 
ament oh the Subjed whether their Proceedings 
fhould he by Biil or Addrefs-^ReJUSions on 
the State of the Country^^JOeparture of th€ 
Lord Ueutenantf and the Appointmeni of 
Lords Jujiices 

A, D 1780. nP'^^ ^"^ ^^^7 ^*d hereto- 

X fore been regulated by an 
aft of the Britifh Icgiflature ; a mutiny bill 
vf7L% now introduced into the Irifh houfe of 
commons, to place it under the dire^iion 
of our own parliament. The bill pafied» 
Init wa$ made perpetual in England. The 
amendment was fubmitted to by the parlia* 
ment of this country^ and the bill pafied 
into a law. This remedy was un(|ueiliOfia- 
jbly worfe than the difeafe* It muft be ad- 
mitted, that the profefiion of arms detaches 
^n from their' country^ and attaches them 
ingft firmly to the interefts of the crowu^ 
Standing armies therefore, cannot natafally 
be confidered as the gurdians of the rightf 
and privileges of thc^ people, th^ were ori« 
ginally kept on foot, . not only to encreafe^ 
bpt to fecure the influence gf the cfown. 


A Standing army was ntrtv acknow* 
ledged by the commoti law, asd was at all 
times tbe caufe of fufpicion and jealoufy to 
tbe Engliih parliamem. This appears cleats 
ly from their mutiny bill, which'was dc- 
figaed and framed as much as poffible to re- 
duce the army unclei: their own controult;' 
but in Ireland, to fufier his majefty to be 
furniihed with perpetual regulations for go« 
vcming the army, might in procefs xrf time, 
prove extremely inimical to the liberties of 
the country, and the happinefs of the people, 
particularly as the crown enjoy* fo confi- 
derable an hereditary revenue in this king* 
dom« 

AD 180 ^***^*^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ fubjeft of the 

mutiny bill, caufed muob dif- 
content among the Irifli, but they derived no 
fmall hopes from the fpirited conduA of the 
parliament, on the commencement of the 
Carliflc adminiftraiion ; however, their expec- 
tations proved vain, as two patriotic meafures 
were unfuccefsful in the houfe of commons, 
the one for obtaining a modification of Poy* 
ning's law, and the other t o procure the in- 

depends 
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dependence of the judges. Sucjb was the ad^ 
drefs of Lord Carlifle^ that be aloooft car« 
lied every meafure agreeable to his own wifh<^ 
iCSy and the repeal of the obnoxious part of 
J^joyning^s law, together with all other ef- 
forts made by the minority^ in favour of the 
country, proved abortive. 

A PARTIAL compliance at this time with 
the wiihes of the people, would in all proba* 
bility have fatisfied the nation, wherefore as 
good frequently refults from evil, fo the 
condu^l of government at this time, in op- 
poiing the wiihes of the Iri(h, produced that 
exertion which gave birth to the freedom of 
the country* 

A D 1781 In the Autumn of this year, the 

enemy's fleet was in the chan-* 
nel, and deiigned to invade Ireland. Go- 
vernment communicated their apprehenfionsf 
on the occaiion to the nation, and the volun- 
teers immediately aflembled from all parts 
of the kingdom ; offering their affiilance and 
ferviccs, in the mean while they did duty in 
fome of the garrifoned towns, inftead of the 
military, whom it became expedient to calt 

off 
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off to more diftant parts of the kiogdom. Foe 
thefe gallant fervices, which undoubtedlf 
laved the country from invaiion, the volun- 
teers a fecond time received the thanks of both 
h^ufes of parliament* But the hour of Ire- 
land's emancipation drew nigh> for the info- 
lence with which popular meafures were treajt- 
ed by the government, excited at length the* 
indignation of the nation, and kindled a pa* 
triotic glow in the breafts of the volunteers. 
The bufinefs commenced with the Ariaagh 
volunteers, commanded by that revered^ 
chara£ler, the Earl of Charlemont. In the 
month of December they aflembled, and en- 
tered into fpirited and conftituional refo- 
lutioQs, and appoimed a meeting on the 
February following, to be held at Dungan- 
non, to which meeting delegates from every 
volunteer affociation in the province ofUl- 
fier, were earneftly requefted to attend. Go- 
vernment in tbe intermediate time, ufed its 
utmoft influence to prevent the intended 
meeting ; but to no efFe£l* For on the ap- 
pointed day, delegates from one hundred and 
forty three corps met at Dungannon, and en- 
tered ino feveral truly patriotic refolutions, 

but 
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l>ut tbc the chief one wae, " That the claim of 
any lody of mtn, other than the king^ hrdsy 
end commons, of It elands to make laws to bind 
thiskingdomy is unconJUtutfma/, illegal, and a 
grievance.^* They alfo agreed to a manly 
and fptrited addrels to the minority in both 
houfes of parHament, thanking them for their 
paft eaertions on behalf of their country, and 
exhortixtg and animating them to perfevere as 
the voice of the people wa« with them, a 
voice ^ich was unaaimous, and determtn* 
ed to he free. 

X D^ i'»82 N<>'^^^'r^sTAHi>iNG, the great 

conftiintioDal queftions that came 
to be difcufled in parliament were borne 
down, as government was ftill too powers 
ful for the friends of the people : however two 
things occnxred in the honfe of emnmons^ 
which made a deep impreffion <m the public 
mind, and contributed to fisrw^ard the eman<^ 
cipation of the country. In a debate concern- 
ing the eaclnfive legiflative rights of thia^ 
kingdom, the only apology for Britifh ufurpa<- 
tion. that could be made by government wa^ 
the tyrannic obc, that *' Power conftituted 

rigkt.^* A motion declaring that the commons 

were 


iiftre ibc rcprefematives of the peoplci vtas.nc- 
.gadyed ^t the fame time, by cotineAing both 
thefe circuQiftances tdgetbeir, Iriflimea Hatu* 
. rally aad jaftly inferredi that they w*:re not 
ovXj ilaves to Briti(h defpotic principles, bnt 
that xbeir reprefehtatives in patliamenc bad 
xenounced all conue^ou with them, as not 
confiddring tbemfelvei the chofen guardians 
ofihcifllibei^ty and property. By thefe means 
however* the general difconteQt and difTaus- 
fa£iiOR of the nati9n were aggravated slnd <a* 
^rtofed } and the Dun^annon i'efolutbns ^e^e 
adopted wUb ad eiuhii^f flic : z^ by thib fvo- 
lirateers.df evety other province iatbe king- 
dom, and n^w even the ffiends of ad^iniojif- 
tratioitr wci'e irrefiftibly borne down by, the 
tOrreii$» iand began to inanifeft themielyes as' 
the zMldiis tha(mpi6iis of the lights ai)d liber- 
ties xnhaxem itt the-eonftiiution*olfthe cpnn- 
try.- • .'. 

LeT'U8 for a moment irahfpoit ourfelves to 

» 

the continent of America; We tiow behold 
the Bfitiih Colonies in a new point of view. 
They had j'fornflially reitpunced their depen- 
dence" o'nilrc lAother eoutitry,- and placed their 
independence' ori tie fhotiiders of France, a 
Vol. II. B %xt^ 
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great and powerful nation. The cocnbiiicd 
forces of France and America were in a msm* 
ner every where triuraphaht, and the capture 
of Lord Ct)mwaUi$ in the year i78i,fecured 
the independence of America* This powerful 
fuccefs on the continent of America, cfieAed 
the removal of the Britifh mihifl ry, who firft 
kindled the flames of war, and by their rafh 
and imprudent connfels, brought diigrace op 
the arms of Great Britain, deftroyed her peo- 
ple, difmembered her empire and added to her 
debt the addition of ioo>ooo,coo Sterlings 
How fatal are. the efie£ls of pride^ ambition, 
vain glory, and revenge ! and ought we not to 
blufh for the depravity and corrupytion of hu- 
man nature that caufe^fo much blood and trea- 
fure to be expended, in order to fecure the 
^rights of mankind, amd lay the bafis of fbcial 
happinefs! Thefe confiderationsfhould ope- 
rate powerfully on the minds of potentates 
and minifters, and render them more cau- 
tious how they invade, or infrioge on the 
rights of their people- 

^ \L : . :Thk price with which America 

A. D. 1782. iTr J r J u • r 

purchased freedom has imprefs- 

ed attentive nations with furprife, and fet 

• many 
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I Hiiny of them up6n ^eftlmating us value- 

Their 'fdctefs anuHatcd all thpfe wbo figbfsd 
for liberty, and in confequcnci^ of the i;evolu- 
tion^iii America,, miljioiis of Ikvcs in Europe 
hoped to be treated with tnprc Icouy a^d mo- 
deration, little did lewi^ think, when he was 
eftftblifiiing the independence of Arne?K'a,.that 
be was pl^epiaring:, the. axe. for. his own annihi- 
lation, and the fiibyerfion of the government, 
law's, rcJligioin^. and morals of his country. ^ 

Thj; chantfe of the Britifli miniftry was at 
tended with one circumftancb equally advan- 
ts^eous bo^b to Gr^at Britaib ^nd Ireh94>t^ 
it brought! moorinto pow^fi^wW* weSr« <yf^M|- 
guiihed by more political wifdbm and a£luat- 
I .ed by lifcre liberar. principles. .In April of 

this year, the Diikfe of Portland was appbinted 
tlbrd lieuteb&m of this kingdom andihort- 
ly after his aI:riviH he ftnt 4 meffegc to. pailia- 
.m^nt, infotmiag' them, that he bad it tn.coib« 
mand' fronli ;his mi^efty (o acqujiint them, that 
r hW majefly wafif iceM3lcerA*d 'io fvcitd thalt difcon-* 
'temsraB4iJ^*lqpft^ prevailed imong his loyal 
fubjed^. of Iteljirnd, upon nia'terS of great 
freight: 4bd importance j he therefore recom* 
itoeBided u t<>,.p|rUament to take the fame \md 
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ff 

their ferious cdofidcrarrioo, in drdcr to cohic 
to fuch a final adjufiment) iis v^cfuld dfibnl 
mutual fati sfa^ion to his kingdoms of Orcsit 
Br itiaji an d Ireland. - 


- • ' / ' . 


Both h6ufc8 of parliaments unarTimditfly 
fepfefented their fentim^ntd siiidrthofe of tte 
i^atioD, concef nifig: the grievanciers of 'th£:kin€(<> 
dom, to hiB majelly, in a dtitifxil.amila^^ ad- 
drefsh And after enumerating their grie* 
^t.titt!^y th^y conctude, by ^Simg his ma^fty> 
tbat they were ttre moire c^v&A/Goi io. the hope 
«f rddref^/ as fhey^tetter^afdy tio fharr igiih 
Briiain hto freedoms aqd 'to fitarebe^ fete. - 

. SnORiriY af^cr, . . thci Ibi'd * lieutenant, 
10 his fpeech, informed both boufea of 
^afIU^at|> that i he iras. enabled by' the 
-magnianimity of the kio^ ind tiPe Wifddm 6f 
the Btitiih parliamien^^to afiuiretbeniithatim- 
niedcikte attention had been paid to their re- 
pirefaatat]»r(a); atfd thai the Britifh legiflatiite 
.\S9A GOncQTed ifi.4 refdititlbti Wir^mdferthe 
; Cftufes' of their difcodteiits^ and united hi a 
-defire ^o gratify every Wifh expreflfed in their 
late addrefe to the thf^6e; ^atid that i^ff' the 
mean time, his majedy ^a$ gracioufly difpofed 

to 
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to give his royal aflent to afls to prevent the 

fiijipreffing 'ef'bliri in the Hih privy doiancil, 

and to li'mit "the xautiny bill to two yeats; 


1 1 


In conCequence of thJs' gracious vMnMiQ^ 
the commons fent a moft loyal and dutiful 
addrcfs/ they acquaint his majefty, that they 
conceive aii trnqualifred repeal of the^xtfc of 
'George L to be -a meafuie of ^ooftim- 
mktie wifoom'a'ft^juftice fu it able to the dig- 
nify atirf fconfequence of both nations, cacsdij- 
Jng their charaSer/'and fumrfhing a perpe- 

'tuar pliedgeo^ their mutual ainity. They 
alfo inform his misydfty, th^t they woiild pre- 
pare bills to latisFy tlie Wi(hes 'if his people, 
and ajQTure him, that wheii gratified in thefe 
particulars, no coiiflitutional queftiori would 
any longer exift to interrupt the harmony that 
ought to fubfift between the two nations, and 

' that Great Britain having approved their firin- 
nefs, might alfo rely on their zffe&ion. 

The lord lieutenant received the thanks of 
both houfes of parliament for his aSivity and 
zeal in this momeptous bufinefs. The com- 
mons, in proof of their loyalty and gratitude, 

X> 3 votect 
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voted ioo,oool. to his nxa icily ,- to enable liim 

to raiXe zb,ooo 'men for the naVy. They 

like wife voted 50©o troops from our eftabtilh- 

tskcvL%, to be Tent to the afliftance of GrW 3ri- 


I * 


-jt- 


Previous to tjhe cjofe of this feffion of par- 
Uanicnr, ttie following bi}.ls received the roya^l 
Went. A biirto impowej; thi? ford ^ient^am, 
or dther '■ chief governor . or gpvej:noi;f , ,aft^ 
•isottncii of this kingdom for. the time being, 
to certify all fuch ))ills; and none other^ as 
Iboth houfes of parliameat Qionld deem ex- 
^pedient to be eftafted in this Wngdorn, to his 
taajefty, his heirs and fucceffbrs, under the 
great feal of Ireland^ without addition, di- 
ttiinutiori or alteration, that all (uch biljis, thus 
• tranfmidcd and murned under the great 
-.feal ijf Great Britaid, 'arid none other, to pafs 
in the pafliamcnt of Ireland. No bill ne- 
ceflary to be certified into Great Britain as a 
caufe or confideraiion for holding a parlia- 
ment iu this kingdom. A biU' to limit the 
matiny aft to two years, and to repeal the 
other obnoxious pans oif the late aft. A bill 
enaftiug, that from henceforth all erroneous 
judgments, orders and decrees fhall be finally 
; examined 
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examined and reformed in the high court of 
parliament in this kingdom only ; and that 
for thi< purpofc, the lord lieutenant or other- 
chief governor or governors, (hall and may 
frant warrants for fealing writs <rf . error re^ 
turnablq into parliament. An habeas, corpus 
law, and one for rendering the judges inde- 
pendent of ^be crown, were alfo enadled. 
And, as many ^eld their eftates in this king- 
dom by virtue of Englilh laws, in order to 
quiet their miQds, an adl pafled to imprefs 
thefe Britifti ftatutcs with the fandion of 
jthe Iriih parliament* 

The following law§ were enadled in fa- 
vour of the catholics. In the year 1778, the 
catholics were impowered to take leafes for 
any term of years not exceeding 999 years, 
or any number of lives, not exceeding five. 
They wete now enabled to purchafe or take 
by grant, limitation, defcent,* or devife, any 
lands, tenements, or hereditaments, in this 
kingdom, and to difpofe of them by' will or 
otherwife, to defcend according to the courfe 
of common law, devisable and transferable in 
like manner as the lands of proteftants. By 
|he fame law, certain penal a£ls refpeding the 

hearing 
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hearing and celebrating of mafs, forbidding 
catholics to keep an hbrfe of above the va- 

lue of 5I. empowering grand juri« to levy 

» , . • *■ • ■ • ■ ' 

from them in their refpe6Vive diftnfts, mo- 
ney to the amount of fuch lofles as wete-fuP- 
tained by the depredations of privateers, and 
requiring to provide proteftant watchmen lU 

towns, and forbidding them to inhabit the 

> ' ' ' ' . ■ 

city of Limerick or fuburbs, were all repeal- 
ed. So much of former a6ls as forbade them 
to teach fchool publickly, orto inftruft youth 
of their own. profeflioH in private, was alfcj 
repealed, and a law was criadled to permit 
them to have the guardianlhip, the care and 
tuition of their own children. 

The ted a^ by which the diflenting pro- 
•teftants were unjuftly excluded from offites of. 
truft under th« crown was repealed, and they 
are now in this rcfpeft reftored to the privi- 
leges of citizens. 

During Lord Tempje's adminiftration, dis- 
contents prevailed iu our parliament refpec- 
ting the repeal of the declaratory a£l of the 
6lh of George the I. But the Britilh parli* 
ahient in order to rmeave all doubts relative 

to 


»i tWr kgiflttive and ju^itial pfwU^asK 
liaffisJ> • bUi idto . A Ipw; [coftt^piflg ja. Ml 
rciii»cUtrpii or theprfit oJMbf BriiifhJftgif- 

^iUi' ihc jtid^metat 16^ cue eouf ta of W ivdbi 
4aw8 to bind this cotamry in future. T\m 
terminated a conteft in which the fpirit of 
Iwflattd, fec«fid<d bf a f<Jpttiiiit^ train of 
1»cta0a#yfeig citctfmftindcd, was at length 

In Jtmc^ 178;^, tlic Earl 6f ^^orthingto^l 
difiEblvtd tkeliftifh parliament by royal pro- 
clamatidd) aad fummodoi a. new parliamem 
to be bolden ai Dublin, on tbe 6th of Sep- 
tember fcdloodug. The ^bief ttiotive whicji 
induced government to diflblve the parlia- 
mant was, to preveiit the fpirited refolutions 
which they dreaded wot;ld lake place at the 
Autumn affizes, for prppofing patriotic tefta 
to their rcfpc<9liv^ county candidates. 

'a n T.-Q-* The feflions of 1770, in which 

the dawn of Ireland's emancipa- 
tion appeared, may undoubtedly be confider- 
^d as a great and memorabk period of time, 
^owever it was ^afy to forefee from the ma- 

ny 


5* A Vuw of Iri/b Affairs 

ny important and numerous matters that .|^« 
maincd to be fettled, particularly in pbim ojT 
regUiations of ^rade, that the new parliameni 
of 1783, woiild be i>ne of the moft critical and 
imereftiti^ that ever afiembled in this king- 
dom^. . r ' , . ; 

^ Grea^t B}tj[TA{iN, after exhaufting^her blood 
and treafure, to no purpofe^ at length ac- 
)cDowledgeJ the independence* of the, Ame- 
rican flates; and a general peace dif&pated 
the ftorais of way over .the old aid new 
wof Id. • This important revolution will con- 
vey inftrufiion to dtftant ages and diftant na- 
tions, by furnifhipg an a^l^fui admonition to 
princes not to violate the x jghtiS^ of thei]r fvl^- 
jccis. 

The Northirigton adminiftration oppofed 
ioth a reform in the commons houfe of par- 
liament, and protefting duties, wherefofc 
every effort to effeftaate thefe dciirable pur- 
pofcs provpd at the time ineffeftual. .The 
fencible regiments, were reduced at this time* 
^s they had beconfe fo odjous to the nation, it 
Y^^s cpnfidered prudent by government to dif- 
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tiiift ^lem. They were iuftitutcd for a^two- 
old purpofe» tq create influence, and to over-, 
turn the fpirit of vojuutiqeriag. 

T^ji^; yca'^p {^ . yjeeiing of the voluntect de« 
lcgati^ofi>I]\ftfr.iook place at. DuDgaDPOfl, 
where^ a fpc^Uxc plan of a parli^mectajry refoxm 
was. agreed tp, and a convcxiiion appointed 
to meet at.,JJubT,in, on the icth of November 
folio vfingj /which, was to cpnfift of ftvcdelc* 
.gatcf from eyej;y cpunty, and three from eve- 
ry city in the kingdom. At the appointed 
time, this natpnal aflcmbly met at the royal 
I exchange,. Dublin, and clcded the Earl of 
Charlemont their chairman, and then pro- 
ceeded to the Rotunda as the place beft adapt- 
ed for the ptorpofe of the meeting ; after they 
]fatibr fo^ie days, they agreed to j^ p]aji^ of 
.f eforw, , ;which; Mr.. Flood iQtroduc^d im^m^- 
4i29ely into tbe houfe of commons, but |t 
•yf a$. j^jedied bty a Tnajoriiy- of eighty. 

. /,Goy£RNMENT was at firft ferioufly alafm- 
ed at the nieeting of ^he national alierably, 
and a privy council was fummoned to deter- 
mine , on the propriety ot arrefting both the 
chairnjan and feci;etary of the meeting, but 
' ' the 
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the meafure having been confidered hazardous, 
was dropped/ and ' anotbiei'^ expedUlTfJ^^niAch 
m6r6^dficacTousi\^as adoptea? It' was, « fijrft the 
avowed objeft of the-il4tiona^afl^nibTy>' to 
cofliDrchend the ^catholics in their fcherae 
oTreforrh,^^but*goverhmeDt 'byn:he* artifi'cf(6iind 
addr^fs of^fcrAe' of ."their creat'titis^fti^ihe-al'- 
fem1?Iy, had rhre* xrathdlics ekcWded in' their 
tmelidcd pUns of' refdrm; and 'th\is, te^ divi- 
ding ttr^ people onihis r)ccafion,"goveVh- 
xnent obtainetj an eafy triumph, wtith^age- 
jieral union pF fentiifaenr' ainot?g them, at thfc 
pme, would have rendered totally impraSi- 
cabje. Tl^us the great national convemiott'ef- 
fe6led nothing by the narfow|confined^ and 
illiberaj plan ! they had formed; ^* "/ 

We are but too apt to be oyer fanguidc 
in our ♦ expe^ations, upon the appointment of 
every new lord lietitchant, thi$ happieti^d la. 
be the cafe at this time, as the feAic i3oliticaT fyf- 
tem was invariably purfued by the Rutland 
j^jlminiflration as by the former. And no man 
TY^s.b^ter qualified • to cohdu ft the bufinefs. 
f^f. government than the. lord lieutenant's fe- 
prej/ary^ Mr, Orde, a man wcll|accuftomed to 
tbe rQmine of bufinefs through the experience 

be 
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lie 4^rived frpo) Icn^g^ pr.ofcfii9i»il habitaib . A. 
hill v^k3 }iro^gbt into parliament this fellioa 
.for the pim>ofe;of a refprm in tl^e reprefenta^ 
.timi ofibtll^t^Ie in parljj^pient^ but ihe quef- 
. tioa yv%6 ^ toft by »a majority^ of .74 agaiuft. xbe 
<bintmita^ |0f . the bilL Mr- Oardincr, qow 
Lord Mpu^tjoy) tovirards the clofe.of the 
TefiiOil mov^d i\\c foUowiog. refolutions in the 
hodfe of; commons. * Firft, that maay of the 
tifadiQ^ people of this kingdom were in (he 
^^ateft. calamity aad diftrefs* Secondly^ tb«t 
the impof!(9aon of -foreign articles into thid 
kingdom had confidcrably increafed for a fe- 
ries of years> and fiill cotfiiaued -todo fo* 
Thitdly, tbatr it Was neceflary fot partiameBt 
to imerftire amd; illeviaie'ilDe pi'efent .diAfeflbs 
of the peopk^'^bowevger, ther tneafdirei wii3^ rde- 
feated. The/ ptti&teiit iod fpiritiod xefol v«3 €if 
th^giiild of jnercliJUitSirr«latb«* to a-^^n^t^i- 
pdrtation agreemedt^ :until protediing^ duties 
'were obtained;: proved extremely (ifeful to the 
fervin^ ni^nufaaurers df the metropoUs- 

A n o iir the en filing feffion of purlia- 

meat, Secretary Orde mfi^oduc^d 
a bill for a final commercial adjuftment be- 
tween Great Britain and Ireland, by way of 

fubftitutc 
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Tubftitute for protefting duties* At length 
the tiiil i>a(red the iidWfe' ^*\^^tltfe xrf 
Augiift 178,5, Bm when' it'cii!ne-liefe*se ih:t 
Britiih parliament, it \vasM0 eh^ilged' and 
modified, and in fuch ftate trfttifarifted hew, 
that the adt)ptibn' ot" thfe^co'ihihercialfyfl«m 
would* tinquelHbnably have overturned the 
indepeildenfce of the cohftituiioa without pfo- 
moting out* comftiercial intcfcft^ Where- 
fore Mr. Ordfe wag obliged at lenfthbto abstf- 
don the commercial ptopofiiions, wh!c« he 
found thcr majority of the commofts had 
both virtue and firmneft to oppofe them. 


.: o; 


The nixt of Mr- Orders: oiniorious ineailiiresi 
was the police fyftem. Under pretext of ef- 
fe£llng donieflic peace and proteAtQiU' it biH 
"wa^ introduced for the improvemeot cff ihc 
polide of the city of Dubliti^ but its (Syj4^it 
object was to create patronage, and tiidue io^ 
fluence ia the city ; however, n^twitli- 
fianding the great and power&il oppoiitipxi it 
met with, it pafied into a law 5 whijgh .was 
deemed an invafion of the chartered rights 
of the metropolis, and threw no little odiunt 
on the Ru tl and admtni ftrat ioiJi 
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AD 178< ^N <)rdcr to gain pppulariry, Mr. 

Or dc introduced a fyfte^ of edu- 
cation into parliament, w^bicb he probably 
never intended to carry into cffeft. The 
plan kfelf was partial in its principles, and li- • 
TOitcd in its extent,, and Mr. Orde having fub- 
mittcd it to the ' confidcration of the boufe 
declared that nothing final would * be done 
until next fefiion of parliaments. So the na- 
tion was amufed by this plan of Mr- Orde's 
for a fliort time, but the bufmefs was never 
after tak^n up. A moment's re6c6tion will 
ren der it obvious, that if the mafs of the peo- 
ple is ignorant and illiterate, among fuch a 
people, civilization will make but a flow pro* 
grefs, while idlenefs, riot, and fadion ; muft 
be the inevitable confequences. Wherefore 
until ar ^liberal j^nd comprehenfive fyllcm of 
edacition is aiopted in ibis kingdom, it catn- 
nototberwife be expeS^d, but that iheloyi"- 
er orders of the people will be profligate^ 
diforderly and licentious j neither ca^ our 
commerce fiourifli, our ■ manufa^i^f e« thrive, 
our agriculture impro\e ; ^hile a wajit. of 
information pervades the tody of the peopje 
for without knowledge,' and virtue, no na^ 
lion can or ever will, become profperous 

hapiyy 
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happy of dviliged. Sutely, th€*n, tbeattepti^n 
of the legiflature ought to be tiirocd with all 
poflible e^speiltioQ to this great oKjeft of nati-* 

oual refDrm. 

A n "iin A^ wiLANCHOLT event took plactf 

at this period. The Duke of 
Rutland, on his return to Dublin from an 
excurfion to the South of Ireland, waS' at-^ 
tacked' with* a feverifh complaint, Which 
on the 24th of 06laber, put a period to his 
natural ejtiflence- His niany amiable and 
focial qualities caufed him to be univerfally 
regretted, and his; death was feverely fek by 
thbfe, who partook of his generofity, bounty, 
and charity- 

The varkittis eucroAchiii^nts( mad* tandef 
his admtniftrati6ii up6n the- rights and im-'^ 
munities of the corpoi^tion of the city of Dub- 
lin, alarmed the citizens to a confiderable de- 
gree* ' As the encroachments were progrefliTe 
they were the more alarmed. The paving 
and liglrting of their ownftreets, the building 
of a wall for the improvement of their own 
harbour, the police bill afforded too much 

• jiift 
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juft caufe for apprehcnfion. But from the 
anfwersof the Duke of Rutland's fucceflbr, to 
public addrcfles, if from fuch language an 
opinion cau be formed, the fuUeft aflurances 
were jgiven by the viceroy, that no further 
encroachments fhould be made on the rights 
of the city. But the credulity of Ireland ha$ 
been too long the caufe of her depreffion ; 
every new adminiftration has her immediate 
confidence, and fhe never fufpeds the mif- 
chief, until ihe abfolutely feels the evil. 

A D it8t Si:veral bills both ceconomical 

and conftitutional wereintrodu- 
ced into parliament, during this adminiftra- 
tion, andrejefted; although public oeconomy 
appeared to be the favourite objeft of the vice- 
roy. The police aft was continued, unnecef- 
fary places created, and the fcandalous barter 
of places and penfions carried to an enor- 
mous extent. Thefe were the virtuous aflions 
of a viceroy who wjls the private orator of 
ceconomy, although the avowed acceffary 
of public profufion. But the regency bufi* 
nefs completely overturned the former po- 
pularity of the viceroy, and hafteaed his de- 
parture from the kingdom* 
Vot. IL E 
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On the fifth of February, 1 789. The lordf 
lieutenant opened the feffion of parliament bv 
eommunicating the painful information, that 
his majelly had been for fome time afflifted 
with a fevere malady, whicfi rendered him in- 
competent to difcharge the regal fundlions, 
ind he concluded his fpeech by ftating, that 
he had direflcd fiich documents as he had 
received refpefling his- majefty^s health, to 
be laid before the houfe, in order to aflift 
their deliberations on fi> melancholy a fub- 

0k T\ V..O !*» the addrefs of parliament ta 

hiis excellency^ they e:i^preHed 
the deepeft doacefn fof-his majefty's malady, 
and manifefted the itioft cordial loyalty and 
attachment to tbeiV* fovereign, and the moft 
zealous regard for the. liaited and common 
interefts of bot^h kingdoms^ 

It was the avowed intention of govern* 
ment to procraftinate the difcuffion of this me- 
lancholy and novel cafe, in order to make tbfr 
itieafure of the Britifti parliament a rule for 
the condud of the Irifti fenate- But as the ex- 
ecutive power was, by the vifitation of heaven 

totally 
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totally fufpended, the Irifti parliament, pro- 
ceeded immediately, to fill up the vacancy by 
appointing the Prince of Wales regent du-^ 
ring his royal father's incapacity, with full 
and unlimited powers. This proceeding was 
fo much difliked by the viceroy, that adif- 
foiution of parliament wras determined en, 
but a fpiriied determination of the houfe of 
commons to pafs a Ihort money bill, com- 
pletely prevented it. 

Long and warm debates took place in par- 
liament with xefped to the mode of proceed* 
ing on this occafibn, whether by bill or ad- 
drefs. The advocates for proceeding by bill,; 
ftated it to be the mod decorous and confti- 
tutional mode, and fuch as had been adopt- 
ed by Great Biitain. That we could not ap- 
point a regent for this kingdom until England 
had firft appointed one, as the regent of 
Great Britain would be ipfo fado regent of 
Ireland, and that by proceeding otherwife, 
the connexion between the lifter kingdoms 
might be endangered, and a feparation enfue, 
or an union be acceded to. Thofe who fup- 
ported the proceeding by addrefs, urged* 

E z ih« 
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that the mode was fandioned by the greait 
and refpedable precedent of the revolution* 
That the doftrines of the regent of Great Bri- 
tain being ipjo faSo regent of Ireland, wa« 
fiibverfive of the free agency of the Irifti par- 
liament, a libel on the independence of Ire- 
land, and an outrage on the people. To* 
fay, that the king of Greiat Britain, and not 
the king of Ireland was the fovereign of this 
country, was only to m^ke the name of the 
Britiih king a fubje6l of fophiftry, and an 
inftrument of humrKation to Ireland's imperi- 
M;l crown,. That to proceed by bill was un-^ 
conftJtutional, becaufe the two houfes of par- 
liament could not make a law. That in fuch 
melancholy cafes as the pfefent,: the two 
houfes fpeak only by addrefsv 

At length the mode fey Jtddifefs was carried 
in both houfes of parliament. But the lord 
lieutenant having been waited upon, declined 
to tranfmit the addrefs of both houfes of par- 
liament to his royal highnefs the Prince of 
Wales, and declined taking charge of the fame 
in a written anfwer, which is as* follows. 
** That under the impreffions which I feel of 

"my 
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f^ ^ly official duty^ and of the oath I havf tak* 
^ eu as chief governo^r of Ireland, I am ob^g- 
^* ed to 4^cline tranfmitting this addrefa to 
'f Great Britain ; for J capnot confider myfclf 
** warranted to lay before the Prince of Walof 
''an addrefsy purpprtingto inveft his royal 
'' highnefs with powers to take upon him th^' 
.^'government of this realm before he ihaU 
^* be enabled br law fo to do/^ 

On th/B viceroy's refufal to tranfmit the 
addrefs, both houfes of parliament deput^^d 
fix members, two from the lords and four 
ffom the commons, to prefent the addrefs 
of both houfes to hjs royal highnefs the 
Prince of Wales. And on the motion of 
Mr. Gratt^n, the following vote was carried 
in the houfe of commons ; " That his ex« 
" cellency the lord lieutenant's anfwer to 
^' the meffage of both houfes of parliament, 
^^ rcquefling him to tranfmit into ^England 
"their addrefs to the Prince of Wales, con- 
^' tains an unwarrantable and unconftitutioual 
" cenfure on both houfes; and attempts to 
" queftion the undoubted privileges, of the 
f« lords fpiritual and temporal, and of the 
« commons of Ireland." 
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Thus the proceedings were legalized, and 
the conflitutional independence of the nation 
maintained and fuppojted. The confequent . 
convalefcence of the fovereign flionly enfued, 
and rendered his royal highnefs's acceptance 
of the regency of Ireland unneceffary. His 
anfwer to the Iri(h deputies who waited on 
hinj with the addrefs, will remain on the 
journals of parliament as a record honour- 
able to the prince, and flattering to the par- 
liament, and will never perifti but with the 
annals of our country. 

If we paufe for a moment to look back for 
a few years on the encreafing enormous ex- 
.pence of the nation, the reirofpeft may be at- 
tended with ufeful information. With a view 
to the adjuftment of the commercial arrange* 
nients with Great Britain, in the year 1785, 
new duties to a cbnfiderable amount were im- 
pofed, for the purpofe of equalizing the reve- 
nue with the expences of the nation, yet there 
appears by the report of the committee of ac- 
counts in each fubfequent year, a deficiency 
of revenue, amoumiug at Lady Day, 1 789, 
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jte 413,4 14I. which makes an average deficen- 
cy in each year of 103,353!. without inclu- 
ding £ra£lional parts. 

Now' when the current cxpences of the nar 
tion exceed its revenue by at leaft i oo,oool. 
a year, the progrefe of the evil ought to be 
checked as foon as pofliMe, and a real and 
permanent equalisation ^^ecomes eflfentially 
Bcceflary. If we were to contraft the price of 
^ collecting the revenues of Ireland with that 
of Great Britain, we would find that a con- 
fiderable redndtion ought to take place, as the 
abufe in that department is truly Ihameful. 
The grofs revenue of Ireland (lands the na- 
tion for coilefiing, nearly 17 and a half per 
cent. That of Great Britain comes to about 7 
and an half per Cent: The difparity is fp 
confiderable as unqueftionably demands the 
ferious inveftigation of parliament, 

Ind££d the attention of one of our diftin- 
guiftied fenators, w^as for a confiderable time 
direded to this objeft without being able to 
jpffjgd any thing of moment ; although the 
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furcft refources in this country, arc a fimpUfi-r 
cation of taxes, and a reformatioa in the coW 
ledion of them. 

Wherefore, it is high time to dcvife a plan 
to ftop the further accumulation of debt, other* 
wife a general bankruptcy or intolerable op- 
|)reflion will be the inevitable confcquences. 
Previous to the Marquis of Buckingham'^ de- 
parture, the total charge and debt of the na- 
tion amounted to 3,382,7871 $^* gd. Total 
credit, 1,127,032!. 1 is. confequently the debt 
of the nation amounted to 2,240,^041. 14s. 
and this debt will be perpetually cncr^af- 
ing, and our burthens and taxes alfo, unlefs 
a permanent fiokimg fund is immediately 
founded for the redemption of public debts. 
Additional taxes will raife the neceflarles'of 
life, and check our manufadures, and be 
productive of idlenefs and immorklity among 
the people, as government muft encourage or 
at leaft connive at exceflive expence among 
the people, which evidently tends to corrupt 
their manners, ahd diminifti their numbers. 
'\3U^refo.rc to prevent thofe evils, the national 

debt 
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4ebt ought to be diiuimihed by the applica*. 
tioa of an aanual fpeciiic fuin, invariably 

applied to the redu^iion thereof* 

» 

Tii]» Marquit of Backmgham beeame fo 
difagtefiable to the nation, that he thought it 
pradent to retire from the adminifi ration of 
the kingdom, having prev^onfly appointed 
lordljuftice^in hiaroom, until the arrival oif 
•r new lor4 lieutenant ; an evept ^hich did 
not take place until the fifth of January in th<; 
following year. 
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C H A P. XI 

jQpening the Parliament on the Z\^ of January ^ 
1790 — A candid Satement of the Situation 
cfthe Kingdom for Jhe Tears back, — Mr* 
Forbes^ s Motion of (economy rejeded — A Motion 
with refpeS to the Influence of the Crown 
hft-^A Motion of Mr. Grattans, relative ' to 
ilit Sale of the Peerage defeated by a 
Majority in Parliamfnt-^ The bill againji 
the Police Injlitution and ike Place BiH 
fejeSled — A motion agaivjl Fiats attended with 
good effeSy altho not carried — A Refponflbi- 
lit J Bill and Penfton Bill defeated — The Par- 
liament 4iJ[ohed by Royal Proclamation-^^ 
A new one fummoned to m^et at Dublin— :- A 
wonderful Revolution effeSed in the French 
Monarchy— rOn Friday^ the Zd of July^ 1790—^ 
the new Parliament meet — FleB Mr. Fofier for 
their Stealer — A Vote of Credit for the 
Jum of Z00y00o{. granted by Parliament on 
account of the apprehenfton of <? Spanifb 
War — Obfervations on the eofcejjive Ufe, 
of Spirituous Liquors — Hqpcv to refirain it^ 
and the Refolutions of the Commons on that 
$Vibjed — Mr, Grattan endeavours to open our 

Trad^ 
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^/tiae to the Countries beyond the Cape 
9f Good Hope^ but the Meafuri isjacrijiced 
to the Monolopy of the Eajl India Cotnpany^-^ 
IneffeSual Efforts to abpiifb the Police ^yf- * 
f^m— Mr. George Ponfonby moved that a 
Committee, Jhould be appointed to take into 
Conjideration a Motion relative to the Impor* 
tation of Tea into Jrelandy in order to the 
Enjoyment of a Trade to the JEaJt Indies* — 
His Motion was not carried-^The Place BilL 
introduced the third Time by Mr. Fojier^ rejcR^ 
ed'-^The Bill for difqualifying Revenue Of- 
fcers fVom voting at EleSions introduced 
by Mr. Grattan, rejeSted — A Bill pajfed in^ 
to a Law to regulate the ijfuing of Licences 
felling Spirituous Liquors and reflrain^ 
in^ the excejjive Ufe thereof 

A D. 1790. T^HE Eayl of Weftmoreland 

JL fucceeded the Marquis of 
Buckingham, in the adminiftration of this 
country, at a period truly critical. The general 
abhorrence of the late government held out 
an inftruflive leffon to the new, how to avoid 
£milar execration. During the five laft years 
an cncreafe of 20o,oool. a year, was added 

to 
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%o the national cxpencc, Howcvcir part of 
this encrepfe can be juftified. A great part of 
the army of this coi|utry which in 1784 
fiinrcd the Empire abroad, ^nd were paid by 
Gre^ Britain, but fince that period having re^ 
turned tQ Ireland, they were paid by us, this 
togniented the ej^pence of the nation in a fum 
of 66,OQoK a year. A large fum was paid by 
way of compenfation to the officers of the 
Cavalry who were in 1789 reduced to dra^ 
goon guards* Public buildings added much 
|o the national ezpence. The transfer of mo-* 
|iey to the banl^, as compenfation, was made to 
thofe who fuffered by that transfer, likewifc 
fwelled the public accounts ; the eftabliftiment 
ef an Irilh poll-office a circumftance both 
0i honour and emolument to the couur 
try, had alfq f:aufed an cxpepce of the an- 
nual fcffions was alfo to be included, to- 
gether with the bounties paid by government 
for the encouragement of trade, tillage ma- 
lipfadiure^ and iiQxeries of the kingdom. 

But ^fter every fair deduflion and can- 
did allowance are made, flill the etcreafe U 
enormous in fo ftiort a period. Part of this 
dicreafe is to be afcribed to the civil lift, and 

th^ 
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the tnoft exceptionable part of ihe civil lift, 
the penfiou lift. A new penfion lift was the 
J'eturn madd for the new' taxes ^ranted 
on an engagement to equalize. Thefe penfi^^. 
fions the nation wa$ n6t able to pay, nor the 
minifter to juftify. The commons propof- 
ed to ftrike off the obnoxious penftons, but 
were refiflfed by government, a limitation of 
the penfion lift was oppofed, and the fecreta*" 
#y, who had contributed to its encrcafe, 
became the objeft of its reward* A lord 
lieutenant's fecretary has no afticial prcten* 
fion to an Triih prOvifion* In Great Britaia 
they do not ufually penfion their fccretaries ; 
the late lord Chatham was j>enfioned fer 
conquering France, and if Ireland were 
the natural foe of Gteat Britain fome of her 
fecreiaries would have finiilar pretenfions* 

In 1783, the falafy of both viceroy and fc- 
cfetary were raifed, wherefore the penfion al- 
luded to was the more improper. This evil was 
aggravated by the grant of the beft reverfion ia 
the country to another abfentee fecretary, the 
brother of the late'viceroy. This meafure was 
highly improper, becaufc the nation had paid 
immoderate compenfation to buy and bring 

home 
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Lome abfentee eraployments. The civil lift 
had encreafed, during the five years we al- 
lude to, upwards of 30,000!. The military lift 
had encreafed ioo,oool. a year. A part of this 
charge is transfer, but a great part is not. The 
ilatement fubmitted to parliament by the late 
viceroy was erroneous, it fee up a temporary 
Ireduced expence againft a perpetual expence 
incurred ; neither the expence nor objed were 
avowed ; and the effed has been, more troops 
for the plantations. So great an addition 
during the time of peace to the military eX'*> 
pence of the nation, made every unneceflary 
addition to her civil expences doubly criminal. 

The colleftlon of the revenue encreafed, in* 
eluding the poft office, above ioo,oool. in the 
courfe of five years. In ftating the expence 
of government, we muft not omit the police, 
and charge it to the account of the late viceroy 
as well as to the adminiftration who devifed 
it, for he continued it. Government rejeded 
a refolution declaratory of the extravagance 
of the pcilice, and rejeftei the report of the 
police committee, under a full conviAion of 
its veracity ; the report fubftantiated the 
fcheme of prodigality, and the rejedlion of 

that 
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tfiat fepoft proved the government ah accom- 
piice. The fubfequent i'eduflions that took 
place in the police, in confequenceof the re- 
port, wfere only ai peace offering to recontile- 
ihe public to the minifter's objeft in the police, 
an liriccynftitutional influence in the corpora- 
tion of the melropfoHs, and a plate army to 
encourage his pattizans; 

Tnt office of fecohd iounfel to the com- 
miffioners was. revived, aCnd two new commif- 
fioners of the revenue appcnnted. The En- 
gKfh la\frs exclude the cot»milfioners from 
fitting in parliameiit. But the government of 
Iceland makes men com miffioners becaafc they 
have feats in parliament- 

The ne:^t meafure of influence and expccce 
tvas the appointment of two commiffioners of 
the rolls on the fame principle of encreafing 
the influence of the crown. The late lord 
lieutenant divided the boards of flamps and ac- 
counts ; after encreafing the charges of the ef- 
tablilhment ; he appropriated a board for the 
purpofe of fuperintending the public ex- 
pence, and made that appointment a vio- 

, latioa 
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lation of its own principle^ md one of the 
great jobs of his government. 

The board of accounts, when firft cftablifh- 
ed, was by many thought ufelefs; but to 
give it the colour of utilUy, the minifter de- 
clared in parliament that he would annex the 
c6lle6lion of the flamps to the board of ac- 
counts, and his declaration was followed by 
the tax, and then carried into execution. Af- 
•terwards it was thrfught proper to advance 
the falary of the commiffioners of accounts 
for the joint and additional labours. Thefc 
boards are now divided, five officers of ftamps, 
and five commiffioners of accounts. The 
commiffioners, however difpofed to ceconomy, 
had it not in their power to be of any great 
advantage ; they might examine vouchers, and 
controul tradefraen's bills, but the minifter, 
the great political jobber, him they could not 
touch ; jLhey could not check. 

A PENSION bill and place bill were rejedl* 
cd ; thefe meafurcs vrere refifted, when go- 
vernment were dividing boards, fplitting 
finecures and multiplying offices ; and at one 
and the fame time refifting the bills by their 

influence, 
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influc^nce» and making them neccflary by their 
iranfgrefiionSi Perhaps the conduft of the 
late vicef-oy was a crifis in the public difor- 
der to mature the public temedy ; as the fpe- 
cific owes its difcovery to the difeafe ; and fome 
patriot govertlment, da the ruins of his regula- 
tions in the re^afcending Icale of liberty may 
aflent to fuch conftitutidnal meafui'es, as 
may give belief to our injui*ed dommunity. 

The late viceroy fupprefled the office of 
one of the vice treafurers, which certainly 
was a faving to the country* But in making 
this fedu6Hon, the viceroy faftencd on the Earl 
of Shannon, ' the only. Irifhntian that was to b^ 
found in thci lift of vice trcafurer s^ and leav- 
ing Englifhmen iii peaceable pofiefTion, depri- 
ved a nobleman of his office, who, in addition 
to the emaluinetit«' of that office, conftantly 
fpent ill Ireland an ample fortune, in a man- 
ner honourable to himfelf and nfeful to his 
country, . -^ 

4 
* r 

Irklaiii d v^as at this time placed in a fort 
^interval between the expiration dfa fyftem 
ofoppreffion,, and the foi-matiop of a fyftem o^ 
Corruption. To prevent the growth of the latter/ 
Mr- Forbes early in the feflion of this year' 

Vol. II.' F mo^e 
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mOTed, '^ That an humble addrefs be pre- 
" fented to his majefty, ftating, that thehoufe 
*' having taken into confideraiion the income 
" and expenditure of the nation^ found them- 
** felves obliged to lay before him cenain abu- 
*^ fcs and mifapplications of a coufiderable 
<* portion of the public revenues. That the 
« lift of penfions ou the 2ift of January, 1789, 
" appears to have encreafed to the fum of 
« ioi,oool. cxclufive of the military pen- 
"fi<>ns, which amounted to 6500I. a fum^ 
« jaearly equal to half the charges of the civil 
** cftal>lifhn>cnt. That the penfions placed 00 
** the civil apd military eftablifhmcnts fmce 
« the 24th of February 1784^ exclufiye of 
'* tbofe granted in Hcu or exchange of forr 
^ mer penfions, amounted to 29^,8001. that 
« the amount of penfions on the^ civil cfta- 
« blilhment had encreafed fmce the 25th of 
** March, 1784, in the fum ofi^oooK tb^ 
*^ many of thofe penfions had been granted to 
*« members of parliament, during the pleafurc 
« of the crown, in violation of the principles 
" of the conftitution and honour of the houfe 
« of commons. That anuoiiber of new and 
« additional falaries, in the nature of penfions, 
»^had of late been annexed, not only to. old 

offices 
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" offices which had become obfolcte and ufe- 
" Icfs, but alfo to Idfcr offices moftiy finecure^ 
" or hitherto confidcred of fo infignificant a 
*' ixatute, as to entitle the holders of fuch of- 
fices to very fmall falaries« That an addi- 
tion pf 300K a year had been lately granted 
"to the falary of the ctiftomcr ofKinfalc, to 
^* comm«*nce 6rom the 29th of Septeifiber^ 
** i 789> and a further addiuoii of 20kA. pay- 
bl^ odi at contingency ; bo^h for the life of 
che prefeat poill^r i an oifice wihich for 
^ y«ar6 had been confidcred as uicleis and ob^ 
^ folete; to^whicfe 4iotonly no duty v;hatfoever 
•* waJ anne*^,- nor ^ny. attendance neceflary. 
^ That an addition of 406L a y^eat had becp 
** iktely gTftmcd to the eomptrolier of i!ie pipe, 
^though 5 jl. IDS. 4iad for years been oonfi 
'* dered as an adequate coinpenfatioa for th< 
" difchargc of the duties of that office.. That 
^jatk addhlott of 150I. a year^ hud alfo beeit 
**4at^ly grtoted to^h^ bat»fadc mafter of Dub 
^IkiN* l%at the perfon^ t^>whom thofe iddi- 
^ iional falaties had been gtrantedl, mer^ alt 
'^«embers of the boufe of coimiions^ ^d 
^ Immfcly btiffMehing hies majefty to i|i(erpofe 
'^'fo reftr^io l4ie progrefs ^&l ajfytlem ofcsk 
** pence, which would fppn induce a necel^ 
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**fity. of j^efoning to new lotn»> andof irti- 
** pofiDg new taxes.'' This motion on a di- 
tifioh of the beufe was loft by a, majoyity of 
44. A motion^ relative, to the influence of 
the crown was alfo loft by .a confiderablc 
majority. 

It is painful to lake a view of the fate 
of Ireland from the firft of its hiftory to the 
prefent day. Antecedent to the reign of Hen- 
ry II. barbarifm pervaded the land, except 
what weak tUttminations were caft upon it 
for a time by monkifh learning. From-thence 
to the American war^ ignomvniotts obfcuri- 
ty was its fate, and the name of Ireland wa» 
not; to be found in the hiftoric page, except 
where fome rebellion oir maflacre had brought 
it into notice. , . 

Wji are now, it is true, an Independent k£ng^ 
dom. We have an imperial crown, diftin^lf 
from Great Bsitaia. But it ia a mere meta^ 
phyfical diftinflion, for we are governed by 
Engliih miniflers or their agents who never 
dare afpire to the dignity of any great fenti-^ 
ment of theii Mrn, Ireland may pride ber^* 
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felf on being % great kingdoair but the fa£l is 
Hie is fcarcelf kuowu beyond the boundaries 
of her.owa ftiojres^ Wkat pame have wc 
amoog the natiops of Europe ? What notice 
have foreign ftates of us ? Where are our ne^. 
gociators or our ambafladors ? We facrificc 
^very thing to our connexion withCrreat Britain 
that can tend to our confeqiiencei our fame, 
and Qur glory. We forego every thing that is 
great and afpiring, and reft fatisfi^d with our 
humble, and obfcuire iituatioo. And what 
<30mpenfatiou do we - require ? A virtuous 
aad frugal go veroEii^At* We. are fre^d^ no doubt> 
from the expences. of fleets, of foreign mi* 
nifters, and all the. fpendid appendages of 
empire, while we .ace exhaufied by jobbing 
prodigality and rapine, 

Thirs exifis, an arrogance which treats 
the people of this kingdom, like a fort of in* 
ierior . beings, and perhaps too many of our 
cringing countrymen may have contributed 
* to promote the idea, but this is by no mean8> 
the national chaTa£teriftic, as Ireland con* 
tains men of as high minds, as any nation 

ift it? yiciniiy can baaft of, 
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Undue influence m^y bear minifteTS through 
in ordinary tithes, btit when the day of dif- 
ficulty Of danger itHves, the effcft* Off thh 
ddbafittg fyfteitt xt^\ be felt. What a flgur0 
did the governihfitrt of thH cotiritry dft^^ 
piakd during the American waf ? What a 
iiguW did tile goveriiment recently niake Oi* 
the Wgeacy bttfmfeft ? 

• Wi ate iiow ifi lndc!p4iid«nt klrigdorti j the 
Uwi of Englaild can do lohg^ i^eftraiti tis, but 
th[6 £ngl|(h mitiiftdf, by ati entreafe of iH^H* 
fince^ is eadeavoutiiig to dlabiifh a cotliroul 
pvM this nation, as great aft that which wi« 
ktely jrelinquifhpd by Gfeat Bfitai^- But 
fdcfi dffepraved p(aUcy Vi^ill not be tolerated by 
Ir^landi ihfe is entitled to it, and tnuft have 
an honeft and frugal adminiftration, a meat 
furc that will prove the profperity of Irelap.d^ 
and the falvatioa of Gre^ Britain* 

Mil, Graitam moved On thip aoth of Ffr. 
tfruary, " that a feledl f-omroittee be appointed 
to enquire iti the moft fofcrtih manner, whe- 
ther the lite or prefent s^dminillration had en- 
tered into any corrupt ^greemiflt with any 
pcrfon or per ions to reconlmeud fuch perfoa 
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or perfons to his majefiy, as fit and proper per- 
foDS to be by him made peers of this realm, 
in confideration of fuch perfoB Or perfons giv. 
ing certain funis of money to be laid out in 
procuring the return of menibers to ferve in 
parliament, contrary to the rights of the peo^ 
ple» inconfiftent with the independence of 
parliament, and in violation of the fundament 
tal laws of the land/' 

Mr. Gratta)} pledged himHelf to convi£igo«> 
vernment of the meafure, and dared them to 
the enquiry in % ftile of the moll mortifying 
and humiliating defiance. Government, eon* 
fcious of the Iniquity of the meafure, avoidi- 
ed entering into the enquiry on the ground, 
that common fame ought not to become thi^ 
fubjedl of enquiry, and that the qucftion re- 
lated to the exercife of his majefty^s preroga- 
tive ; and on the qucftion being put on Mr. 
Grattan's motion, it was loft by a majority of 
56 in favour of government, 

Mr, Hartley, on the 214th of February mov^ 
ed the houfe of commons to come to the fol- 
lowing refojution^j "Th^t the eftabliflimentof 

th« 
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the police ]iad been expenfiye, aud not a^e- 
quate to the prote6lipn of tjie fu)>jcft ; and 
that owing to the ap^r mctJfi of the police bill^^ 
and the number of ajdf rin?n pf the city of 
Dublin having been eleaed commiirioners 
of, and diyiiiona| juftipes in tbia eftablipiy 
ment, the nj^iftracy and corporatiqn of the 

" city, have been lefs refpedlable ii^ the eyes 

" of the citizens/' • » . 

This relation was made by a member 
who had long reprefented the city with ho- 
nour, and now retiring from the ^eprefenta- 
tion of it, made t)iis laft motion, in which he 
protefted againil the police on the part of 
bis conftituents and himfelf ; but his motion 
proved unfuccefsful, as government determin- 
ed to fupport the infiitution in dire6l oppo* 
fition to the wiihes of the citizens. 

• • ••*.t-' , ." .», ; 

A PLACE bill was introduced into parlia- 
nicnt- to guard againft the influence of the 
crown, but it was |K>rne down by tbe weight 
of numbers only. Qrcat Britain bad cxp?- 
rienced the falutar]^ effefts of a place bill, for 
upwairds of eighty years ; it was a principle 
interwoven with the revolution, and confider- 


; ■_ • » 
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confidered as elTeutial to ih^ prcfervtiion of 
the liberties of the people, But tl?e ncceflity 
for adopting the mcafure in this kingdom be- 
pime of late years indifpeufibly peceflfary, 
particularly fince the laA feilxon of the Irifh 
parliament), notlefs than fourteen new placet 
had been created, aud beftowed vponmem* 
bers of tfa<; houfe ^cpa^mons^ 

OovERMiiENT fecmed determined to carry 
fvery meafure by the ilronghand of power and ' 
undue influence* It yia^ obfervcd w the fide 
pf adminiftration, that a ftfoug government 
was necefiary for Ireland. . Minifterft repre 
fented the people ^s turbulent ^nd diiafiede4> 
and therefore wifhed for a ilarong goverBment 
inftead of a good one. But yrhat in the hif* 
tory of th^s country could warrant fuch W 
affirrtion? Let u? attend to the fiid^ofo^r 

hifloiy. 

F&o^ the rc^'olution, to the AmericiB war, 
never was there a country, fo opprei&d u !»• 
^and, a.nd yet no country was ever more trails 
quilly ccyidu&ed. Duifing the whole of that 
long period, when England was involved in 
Tarious wars, and eveRwhen the ipd)ellioua 
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fpirit of Scotland founded to arms^ Ireland 
cdntinued in poverty and pekce. In the 
Ute war, when Great Britain was engaged 
againft America, againft the combination of 
"dXX the powers of Europe ; when all nations 
cOnfeSferated againft her, fome to ftrip her 
of her territories, others to be paifive fpeda^ 
iors of her ruin ; Ireland gave up her troops 
almoft to the Uft man, for the defence of 
Great Britain, and armed voluntarily to 
pirotedl herfelfr 

iNStitAP of taking advantage of the fitu-» 
^tion of Great Britain, and retaliating for the 
oppl:eifion of a century, Ireland only claims* 
ed her aticient rights and conflltution. Was 
this a foundation for afferting that a ftrong 
government was neceffary to rule this coun-. 
try? Ihall Englifti minifters call us turbu- 
Jent and fadlious in oppofition to the 
fads recorded in the hiftory of our go* 
vernment ? -but fuch a charafler is ou? 
re^irS, after peaceably fubmitting to a cen- 
nirjr^' of lafurpatioji. 

\t Ireland gains confiderable advantages 
'froittTier c^^ with Great Britain j Greit 
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Britaia alfo gaiirs great lad vantages from ber 
Mtine^od i^tth Ireland ; te wealth ab6ire tL 
ittiUioil a year by abfem«csi in fkiivet tieai* foot 
millioii^ of people, with the gr«at fupplics 
they afford to her 1121 vy and afmy; to hci* 
fttcngtli In the eaft, to hcf force in the 
weft J idded to iill thcfe, the eOnveniente of 
her harbours, with all the advantages which 
this country brings, not only as a portion 
of the empire, but as her ally at her door, 
on ill oecafiotis ready to ailift her. And k 
the tctrlbutibn for fuch fcrvices and loyalty, 
fo be fiifpid6ti, opprefliOn- police laws, riot 
ads, tiXatiotj, <5orf uptioti, detrailion. Id he 
a ifirietd to Great Britain who authorizes thia 
ttngenferoud policy J Kd, he is an enotayi* 
both Kingdoms 

A PRACTICE had of late ptcvailedj of 
iffaing writs for large fums of money iii 
afiiotis Of ilantler, where no fpecific inju-j 
ry wa^.ftatcd ih the affidavk, oti which 
fucH at^ion was fou tided. With a view 
to retnedy thi^ tnjtiry, Mr. George Ponfoii^ 
by in a committee appointed for the pur-r 
pofe, pfopofed a refoliition to the fol- 
lowing effeift, ** That it is the Oprnton of 

th?^ 
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^* this cbmmittee, that the iflliiDg of writi 
<* from the courts of juftice iu adtious of flau- 
♦* der or defamation, where the fum of da-, 
mages could n6t be fairly . afcertaiaed, 
and holding perfons to fpecial bail ia 
" cxceflive* funis, is illegal and fubverfive 
« of the liberty of the fubjea/' 

Although this vote of cenfure was not 
carried, it was attepded with beneficial con* 
fequencesy as the ifluing of fiats, and re- 
quiring excefEve bail in anions of defama- 
tion, wc^fc reftrained by it within conftitu* . 
tional bounds, A place bill, apenfionbill, 
tnd^one fpr difqu^lifying revenue officers 
from voting . at general eledlions were 
feverally rejefted, and a refponfibility bill 
fliar^d » fimilay fate, 

It would be fuperfluous to comment 
on the condudl of government during this 
feflU>n ; fafta fpeak for themfel ves and re- 
quire no illuftration, Befides, it would be 
an eictremely p^^inful ta^fk to pafe a cenfure 
on living men and living meafures. But 
juftice ^d impartiality cs^iuot avoid paffing 
J fcvfre reprehenfion on fuch conduft as 

pietthc^^ 
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neifher can be jufiified nor excufed on any 
principle whatfoever ; and can only be im- 
puted to thefe miflaken rules of policy, 
which for i feries of years, weakly imagin- 
ed, that Ireland would fnbmit to the tyra- 
nic government of the Britifh Cabinet ; a 
fyftem, which, if much purfued, might 
prove as fatal to Great Britain as iojorious 
to Ireland, and would inevitably terminate 
\n the diflblution of the connexion between 
the twakingdoms, which their mutual intereft 
requires to be fo carefully prefcrved^ 

On the fifth of April, the parliament was 
prorogued to the fifth day of June follow- 
ing. And foon after the prorogation took 
place, the parliament was diflplved by royal 
proclamation, and a new parliament fum- 
moned to meet at Dublin on the twenti- 
eth of May one thoufand feven hundred 
and ninety. 

If ^e turn our eyes -for a moment from' 
the hurry, biiftle, noife, riot and corruption, 
incident to general eledions ; to the conti-^ 
fletit ofEurojpe, we will there behold a great 
i^evotutioii effeiled in the French gov em- 
inent 
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xDent without either bloodfhed or any 
confiderable commotion. In France, twenty- 
fix millions of people wdre governed by 
laws, to which their confent was never alk* 
cd ; ariftocracy and defpoiifm triumphed 
over the laud ; the people at tepgth made 
a ftruggLs for freedom, and in the eifort 
they btarft theirchalns, whil^ the imgge, of 
public liberty fat enthroned .au xhc altar 
confecrated by tyraupy ^o public flavcry. 

The French monarchy was in moft refpcfls 
affimilated to the Briiilh iyftcm of gpveni- 
ment^ while iha monarch with all ranks and 
defcriptions of French menj foleomly pledg- 
ed themfelvcs to JGnaintaia their new gpvern^ 
ment facred and inviolate ; aod happy would 
it have been for themfelves and the reft 

of £urppe, had {hey adhered to their engage* 
ments. 

On the fecond of July, ijpi this yeaf, Jtbe 
the £onimon$ met, 253 members wete all 
that Were a^ yet returned. A meflage wa$ 
delivered from his excellency- the lord JiiiU- 
tenant, requeflu^g ^heir aitte{idance in the 
houfe of peers, to which the commons 

having 
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having repaired^ wer« commanded by bb 
excellency to return to tbeir own. boufCp 
and eledk a fpeaker. When the com- 
mons returned. Mr. Secretary .Hobart 
fofe, and propofed that the right honour^ 
able John Fofter, (hould take the chair of 
this affembly, Mr. Hobart . laid, that the 
right hojdourable gentlemap. he put in nor 
mination, was cbofen by the unanimous 
ele^ioD of the laft parliament^ and had 
acquitted himfelfwiih fo much faiirfaiaioii 
to the houfe, that his knowledge and eicpcr 
rience in the conduft of all matters fo^* 
parliamentary difcufiion rendered him 114 
every refpedl perfeftly eligible, he begged 
leave to add, that on the dofc of the laft 
parliament. He received the nnanimou? 
thanks of the houfe, and he trufted, . their 
approbation at that time, would be the ear- 
ndk of their choice at, this period. 

Mr* Connolly nK>ved as an amendment, 
" Thatinfteadoftbe Right Hon, John Fofter, 
" the name of the Right Hon. Willianj 
^ Barabazon Ponfonby be iiifcrted-. The 
« cpicflion beiog put by the clerk the^amcnd- 
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** mcnl was negatived, and Mr. Hoban's 
•* motiod in favour of Mr* Foflct was car* 
-jtied*" 

When Mr. Fofter was eleflcd, h^ in a 
few words returned thanks to the houfcf 
for this frefli mark of the confidence re- 
pofed in him, and affured them of bi^ un- 
remitting^ attention to the duties of the 
chair, as the beft mode of his gratitude for 
the honour for which they were pleafed to 
4iftingui(h him« The choice df the commons 
baving b^en approved by hi^ eJrcellency 
the lord lieutenant, the parliament was therf 
* opened by a fpeechfrom the throne^ 

It muft be admitted that nd ftian \i better 
cklculated than Mr. Fofter to fill the im* 
portam office of fpeaker of the hotife of 
commons^ and few men have ftronger claims 
on the regard and afie^lions of his coun* 
Irymen. Our trade, our agricultul'e, and pai*- 
ticularly. our linto manufa£lure; ofwe much 
to his ca^e, knowledge, and protedllon \ and 
his cdnducfc^ whild chancellor of the exche- 
quer,c was fuch, as juftly merited the thainks 
6f parliament and the gratitude! of then^^ 

u 
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\tk tlie fpeech from the tHroue, tbe twb 
houfes of pailiament welre infoirined tfiat two 
Britifh veflels had been captured at b{ootiti 
Sound* on the north weft coaft of America 
by the Spauiards, that their cargoes were 
fei^ed, and the ofticets and ctew were 
fent as prifouers to a Splniftx pott. That 
his majefly had dire£l'ed his minifter at 
Madrid to claim fuch full and adequate 
fatisfadion as jihe nature of the cafe required, 
but if,' unfortunately, his majefly's endea- 
vours on this occafion fliould prove un* 
fuccefsful, he .fully relied on the cordial 
and eficflual fuppprt of his parliament of 
Ireland, in the profecution of fach mea- 
fures, as might eventually become necefiary ' 
for the honour of the crown, and f)r 
the^ prpteiftion of the eflential rights of fll 
his. f^1;)^e€U, and the common interefts o( v 
the empire* 

m 

I^ -CAnfequoirce of -this intiniation from 
the throiie,^ a vote of credit to the amount 
of s(0o,Q0ol*' pa^ed the, houfe^ in order 
to put tbe kingdom in a ftatt of defence/ 
and towards xaifin^'men for his majefly's 
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uavy, for fortifying our harbours, ami pot- 
ting our orduance on a more e$cieot foot* 

ing- V 
# - 

It muft be admitted, that a vote of cre- 
dit is a mode of aflifliog government ez« 
tremely exceptionable, in as much, as it 
places the difpofal of a large fum in the 
hands of adminiilration, who may convert 
the vote of credit to any purpofc, particu- 
larljr' where the application of it waa not 
fpecifically recited. 

In the year 1778, during the French war, 
the houfe of commons palled a vote fo^ 
300,000!. for putting this country in a ftatc 
of defence^ and in January of the following 
year, there not being a (hilling in the trea- 
fory, government was obliged to bprrov^ 
50,0001. from an individual, in order Ao pay 
the army. 

Irblani) had granted i50,oooL to equalize 
her revenue with her expences^ and 10 put 
a flop to the pernicious pra£lice of running 
into debt, wherefoiiis parliament, in (ime of 
peace, ought never to pafs a vote 6f cre- 
dit 
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c^t, unlefs the application of the fum was ' 
particularly guarded, and the fpeciiied l^ur» 
pofe of the vote avowed*: 

The feflions ciofed on the 24tlu of July, 
and parliament did not meet until the 
January following* Early in the enfuing 
feffion of parliament the commons reTolv* 
ed, that the eicefiive ufe of fpirituous li* 
quors was highly injurious to the health 
and morals of the people ;. this refolution 
was broughtfarviTir dbyMr* David Latouche^ 
which redounds much to his credit, the im* 
moderate ufe of fpirituous liquors, having 
arrived at that enormous^ etcefs throughout 
the kingdom, as threatened unlefs fpeedily 
checked by the intervention of parliament, 
completely to ruin the indiiftry, .fubvcrt the 
morals, and deflroy the health of the people* 

By putting a fiOp to . this alarming evil, 
many conceived that tillage and the revenue 
\irould fuffer confiderably, but even Ihould 
ihat happen it would be better to facrifice 
feoth for the benefit of the human fpecies- 
No falfe alarm for either revenue 01 agricuU 
lure fliouW impede tbe progtefs of fo fa- 

O % Imary 
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lutary mcafuye..^ Two .mode* were pron, 
pofed for reftjcaining the immoderate ufe of 
of fplrlts ; firft by difcou raging , the ^ifiil- 
lery ; the fecond, by encouraging the 
brewery, and the Utter feemed to be the 
mbft probable mode of fuccefs. 

It was evident that the brewery had been , 
on the decline for a number of years 
wqichjwas entirely owing to . fome radical 
defeftin the. lyftem of laws by which it was 
regulated. Some of thele laws were made 
many year$ ago, fome. were made withiu 
a few years, and however calculated they 
were for t,he benefit of the brewerv, yet 
they, had all failed of their efiedl ; (Hereford, la . 
order to encourage the brewery effc6lually, 
all rcftriftions and all excife fhould be 
. ifemoved, and brewers put on the faipe footing 
with other manufafturers. ^ feeftriflionis.un- ' 
doubtcdly have been the caufe of the decay, 
V of tlie brewery, it is now neceffary to re- 

li ' inove them all, a depreafing trade requires 
ftrong remedies, wherefore the brewery ought 
to be fr^ed from every modeof duty which ^ 
is attended with penal reftridions.. 


. ■ . i 
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•'^Tfr* ciccile brings v^ith it fuch a code of 
penal reguUtions as moft keep it down. Men 
who have fiQarred under fevere reftraints^ fud 
•fiave retired, will never return to ttc bufinefs, 
while any rcftraints remain ; and men of 
large capital 'wrll not embaric in a bu{ibefi> 
\fL which the eftabltfhed 'habits of connivance, 
^tween thp excife officer and the manufac* 
tur^r, give to every perfon who will conde- 
fcend to fo mean an Intercourfe, fuch an ad<- 
vaatage over the honed man, as would de- 
prive^ hiin of his reafonable profit. 


;SR hahXts euglit to be overturned by 
iberemoval of all officers and all duties ; then 
the hon^ft man would be fafe, a^d when he 
faw that he could reap the full advantage 
of his Ikili and ingenuity, he would Em- 
bark his capfitaV in the bufinefs with alacrity* 
Shall it be arguad againft ihis^ that the reve- 
nue woulx! iofe by thfs reguladon b^tWeert 6a 
or 70,0001. a 'ycfai'; * We hope the country 
is not in' Ip^ low -a'tlatfe that "it- could 'not \by 
other rowans raife fuch a Turn anrtually in order 
tdTfyc the great oHjieiSt of tillage, of morals, 
and of inrfuftry from VuinV ^ God forbid that 
fhJ^pjeffoj> fiiould *th|nk rp meanly ofourTe- 

" . ' * ' fourccs. 
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fourcea, with an encreafmg trade, a flourilh-* 
tng commerce, and enlarging manufadlures. 

If the I^iflaturc encouraged the brewery, 
the ufe of fpJrits would decreafe, and ftroug 
beer would prove a fpbftitvit^to comfort and 
confole the people for the Jofs of their deftmc- 
tive luxury ; long habits are not cafily chang- 
ed, and to make the people relifti beer, they 
muft be induced to it by its cheapnefs and its 
ftrength. It is vaift to imagine that the total 
ufe of fpirits can be abolilhed, but the perni- 
cious abufe of it may ; and good malt liquor 
would effed this without cither force qr- pe- 
nalty. In a northern moift climate a^d damp 
foil, men ^require ^ potent beverage 

In Great Britain no (hop is licenced merely 
for* the purpofe of dram felling, as is the prac- 
tice in this kingdom as no pcrfon is licenced 
thero to fell fptrits, who doea not keep ai} inn. 
tavern, or ordipary ; a fimilar :regulati9^ 
would,be attended with good ronfequ^ncesrin 
this country. The fuppreflion of the imropderate 
ufe of fpirits, is a fubjefi of the greatcift ii^- 
portance to the proi|)crny,'^the welfare %nd 
happinefs of thekipgdop ; and it ougbttobe 
the wifti of every man, tp endeavour to effeil it. 

Th* 


'«**•> 
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The committee of c&p whole ^oufe« to whoa^ 
it was referred ; to take imo confi deration ^})f 
exreflive ufe of fpirituou6 liquors, came to 
the following refolutions^ which weie uxmnir 
moufly agreed to, by the houfj^.^ That iti^ 
theoi'iaioD of the committee ^Mf^O^^ prinei-^ 
pal caufe of the exceflive ufe of fpirituous li* 
^quors, is the low price thereof. That to re- 
"^^niedy faid evil^ it is advifeable to impole fuch 
duty or duties as ms^y prevent the exceffiye 
confumption of fpiritiious liquors, among the 
lower orders of the people. That it would 
contribute to refirain the exceffive ufe of 
fpirits, if the number of perfons retailing the 
fi^iue were greatly dimiuifhed, and if licen- 
ces ihould be connned to houfes of a certain 
defcription. That \i would tend to diminiih 
the confumption of fpiriis if confiderable cn-» 
couragement were given to the brewery, aAd 
that a decided preference ihould be given th<r 
brewery in point of dyty over the diftillery, 
whereby the brewer might be left free from 
certain reftri6libns now afiefling (he brewery. 

Mr. GfORox PoNSONBT moved, that a com- 
mittee might be appointed, confifting of mem» 
Ijcrs yrbo did pot held place or peafiQu, to en- 
quire 


\ 
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<|uire and report their opinion ; . what advin?^ 
ftige the public hid received ft-oni the appoint? 
ftient of tvro additional cpmiii^ffioners to the 
|>oard oJP revetitle ;1?ut this 'nieafure was djf- 
cufied <m fimilar grounds wkli that of the pre? 
eeding-ieffitfrit ^nd was at letigth neg«t^v.ed by 
a cohfide'i^aB]^' ipajorhy. - 

Whej9 Mr. Latouc|ie firft introduced the 
meafufe for fuppreffing the ufe of fpijrituo]us 
li<juors, he expefled the . coacurrence of go- 
Vernnienty notwit^iii^ndihg;, nothing decide4 
was done in fkvoiir of the brewery, but what, 
■ttiight'be confidcred ^ a ground for taxation. 
An additional duty w^ laid on whilkcy, but h 
was InefieAiiial, as the encanragefnent held oiit 
to the btewer could anfwer very little purpofc. 

The bj-ewery oiigh^ to have been entirely 
. exempted from all exci/e whatfpever, and an 
'addition to the malt tax acceded' to. Govern- 
'faent certainly had laid the foundation' of 

\ revenue, but they had not provided for 

... ■ . • ' ' " , "• 

Yhe fobricty of thie people ; little was done 

if 

for the brewer and the diftiller had beeaput 

iitider an additional tax. Rlr. pavid Latouchc 

'give notice, til jt jie would introduce a bill 

^ next 
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jitKi &ffi<m of parliament to effed bis Irarpofe, 
and that he wpuld perfevere ia iht buiine& 
until accomplitlied. 

V 

Mr. Grattak ^endeavoured to protvrc a 

trade to~ t^.c Ealt Ii^dies, ij;c€,to jthc people of 

frclskud, but the meafure,. being oppofed hy 

governaient,, w;is confeqi^ntljf tlefeated, as 

were jnany oiber bitla of the utmoft utility to 

ihe nation. The police eftablilhment was 

continued)^ i:iatwithftand;Bg ibecleareft and 

riioft unequivocal proofs were adduced to fte'w 

ibatthe fyflem v^as attended with confiderable 

i expcnce, wt^hoqij having produced adc<}uate 

I. advantages,^ fhc police fyftcm had been re- 

peatedly proved to be inefficient in. point of 

proteAion, extravagant in point of taxation, 

^nd dai^gcrousj from its influence on the ma- 

^giftracy ofthccapiraL 

Jn Loadoii. the. citizens are perfediy pro- 
tected by their %fleip, without the danger oi 
patronage,, oij the ruin of profufion. But in 
London.theolyefl; of govern n\ent i« the pro- 
leftion, of tlie people : in Dublin, it is patro- 
page au^ coyruptipn. In thpf oiie cfty, a tc- 
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fpeSl to the laws is inctilcatted ; in the other. 
' an ixicrcafc of revenue is exa(fled at'the ex* 
peiKC of morality. 

'FWoM the numerous ^itlous againft the 

^poK6e^rfiibni> it appeared, that taxation aqd 

protec^n did Vat go togetb|Dr» and that 'a 

' more efficacfous and permanent fecuritjr cotild 

be obtained at lefs than brfe half of the px- 

peoce. The fentiments of the citizens on this 

• fi^bjedl appeared ftrongly in their late ftruggle 

for their lord mayor; they triumphed with- 

pw availing thcmfelvcs gf the gracious per- 

Mnii&oti to go to law for three yeirs, to efta- 

blifh a one year's title, paft and gone in the 

firft yearns litigation. 

♦ 

In the police inftitution, the magiftrate, by 
jiharter, btTomcs thfj commiffioned office? 
of adminiftration, and the authority he deri* 
ved from ele^Sion, mergf^d jn ne\y powers 
Tcfted by the minifler. What be jl^rived 
from the citizens he holds indq)end€nt of 
their will ; wh^t be qbtained from govern- ' 
meat he held dependent on his pleafure. 
Wt. George Ponfonby with a view to open 
a direct trade with |udU, moved that 

fev?ral 


a£ls of tis prefent inajefty relative 
to the importatioQ of tea into this kingdom, 
&oul(i be takea into the confideration of a 
comqiitt^ of the whole, houfe. AU thca£i$ 
alluded to go to ono obj^, tjiat nq tea ftiaU be 
imported into this Jtipgdom, bujt from f ng*» 
landi It wa3 uniycrfally allowed on alj 
hand^^that Iceland had an undoubted i;ight 
to a free commerce wi^h . the world, but 
this muft fprely be ippufidcred an illufipn 
fo long as there exifted in Great Britain, 
a power, to inflqencd the legiflature of thi9 
kingdom, to prevent th^ nation from the 
exercife of a right fo juft and unequivocal. 

TrelaKd unqueftiohably, poffeffing a free 
hade, ought not^ to be excluded ]:^y. a c|aufj^ 
in her own xevenue bill, from exercifing 
the enjoyment of trade in a diredl com- 
niqnication with Cbirl^. Mr. Ponfonby's mo* 
lion purpofed' to brings thofedaufes before 
the confideration of, parliament. It was 
aflferted on the fide of adminiftration, that 
Ireland had a right to trade with China, 
but that we had configned the , excrcife of 
it to the Kafl Iiidta* company, by which it 

woul4 
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would appear tlvit Irelai^d t^ad contended 
long for a free trade, ojqIy to havi tbt 
pleafure of furreoderiog U- ^ 

' It wis affertcd, that the trade lo China 
was unprofitable, that/ Ireland was unable 
lo avail herfelf of the trade, and moreover, 
that it would be a matter of delicacy to- 
wards Great Britain* If the inabijity of 
th^ country really ^exifted, fhe could not 
long purfue jt, and therefore /)he dread of 
ill confequences' to England would be ruin, 

If the trade toTIIhina ujoiild tptn out to 
ht a lofing one, by draining our fpecie by an 
importation of luxury without prpmotiug 
our comprierce : then t\yo coafiderations 
wQuid fugged therrifelv^Sj whether the king^ 
domcourd difpenff* witli* this" luxury, and if 
rtot, how it coiild i?e imported with leaft lofs. 
Tea U allowed to be an* indifpenfible article 
of import, and every man n>uft allow,that it 
can be imported with lefs national impovcr- 
Jfhmqit dice&ly from China, than through 
the medium' of Great Britain. There cannot 
cxifl a doubt but Ireland \% ^apablje of carry-» 
jng on a trade to the Eaft, and from a confi- 

deratJTia 
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d^raticm x>f what -^e^pcvri^s. Great 9ptain» and 
. w.hat ihe owes beriielft th^ce capnot cxift a.. 
doubt but it was e^ip^diem tq^o fo/» • ; 

.But could Ireland fee o^ljr thrmpfl diftant 
advantage, thft in future might be derived 
from this trade, it would be weaknefs to re- 
linquilh it, jout - of xoorplim^ent to the £afl- 
India comytany. On Mr. Ponfonby-s motion 
being put, it .wa§ negatived by a majority of 57. 

JVIe* FoRBKS introduced^bis place bill this , 
feflioa for the third lixu^ and, after, jji^ing 
fupported it, with an irrefiftible weight of ari. , 
gument^ it was borne -down by a majority of . 
fixty. And Mr. Grattan*5 bill, for difqualify* 
ing revenue officers from voting at eleftions, 
was alfo rejected by a large majority. , 
If undue influence was the fole. motive 

' that induced the right hononraWe member, . 
to introduce the bill to difqualify , revenue of- . 

- ficers from voting at general e|e£lions, »th«$ , 
bill would in that cafe be too limited; as it. is . 
a fad that the majority of the tenantry of ^he . 
kingdom ought to be difqualified on the Ikmc 
principle, and there is no reafon can be af-^ 
figncd why revenue officers fhould be de-* 

prived 
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pfived of their frthchife; for aftinjUhider 
that kSid of influence, while others are^ua^ 
vid bjr the ftmeptineiple afnd pafs uun6ttced« 

A Bill paSed this fefllon for regulating the 
Uluing of licenees, for felling Tpiritiious li* 
quors, and for' remedying the abtrie* arifing 
from the exceflive tile thereof, ft- raifed the 
price of licences cbniiderably, and J^eflr^in- 
ing the fale of fpirits to fucH houfes only as 
Were fet apart for public entertainment, and 

excluded (hops of etrery other kind* But it 
is well kaowri that encreafing the reftriftions, 
on the Ircenfed retailer in the fame ratio, en- 
courages the ' ciandeftine fale of fpirits. * 
Wherefore regulations would prove more ef- 
fcdual in this bufinefs than penalties, and the 
co-operation of the Country gentlemen would 
be attended with the moil falutary confequen- . 
ces. By their vigilance and attention alone, 
government may hope for the fupp^effion of 
the ilnlicenfed cottages, throughout the king- 
dom, which not only deftroy the health, but 
contaminate the moraU of the. people. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIT. 

Qmfiderations on the Bill for encouraging and re- 
claiming barren Land — Venfton Bill introduced 
by Mr. Forbes — Its rejeffion — The Doffritie of 
Rats diJcuJfeJy and a Motion broughtforward 
by Mr, George Ponfonby^ for cenjuring the - 
Condud of the chief Juji ice of the King^s Bench 
for ijfuing a Fiat agarnfl John Magee, ea the 
injlance of Richard Daly — The Mcafure lofi^-^ 
"^Mr. Forbes introduced a Bill for effeffing 
a Refponjibility in the Servants of the Crown^^ 
Mr. Gray don prefented the Report of the Conh- 
mitte appointed to take the State and Manage* 
ment of the Police^ for two years lafi pafi into 
CMtftdcration — Ohfervations on the Progrefs of 
the cioilrzafion of the^untry for fome Tears'-^ 
On its Trade MaiiufaSures and rijing Profpe- 
tity^^Refeclions on the French Revolution — 
The Care that ail States Jhotild take againfi the 
bitrodudion of their Principles — J Character 
ofDoSior Crumpets Effay^ on the befl Means of 
proi)iding Ewploytnent for the People-^The. 
inejficacy of the late A3 for fi^pprejpng the ex-- 
cejftve Ufe of Spirits — Bill in Favour of the 
Roman Catholics — A Pctitiofi from the Catholics 

of' 
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of Dublin, praying to be admUttd to the cle^iit 
Franchifey rejeded—'Tiie Rcdfons ajfigned for 
its difmijfal — Eaji Indii Bill introduced by Mr. 
George Ponfonby — Mr. Stewart of Kilthnoon^ $ 
Motion in Favour of Prejbyteri^^n MmiJIers 
unanimoujiy carried — The accidental buhun^ 
of the Houfe ofOmmons—A Commiitee appointed 
to examine into the- Caufe and origin of it*-^ 
Their ret>ort'-r^Some further Improvements itp 
in Order to check the e^iceffive ufe of Spirituous 
Liquors — A Review of the Seffion — "i he Cafe 
of Tithes confidcred — Their being confidered 
as a Grievance^ made the oftenfible Caufe . of 
the Difiurbances which Df grace the Country-^ 
A candid Enquiry info the Caufe of Defender^ 
ifm and tht Artifice that encouraged it^^Ths 
Confideration of the Catholic Caufe y recom^ 
^ maided by his Majefiy to the Irifb Parliament. 

WE have been always in the habit of 
confidering the clergy of Ireland as 
one of the mod rcfpeclable bodies in the 
communicy, and on a comparifon with the 
vlergy of other kingdo:Ti5, we will not hefitate 
to pronounce that there is not in Europe a 
priellhood more refpeSable and enlightened, 

every 
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iLvety m^afure therefore tbat ^ffedls fb truly 
ufeful a body ought to be weighed with the 
'utiuoft caution and attention* 

The rights of the clefgy were already ma- 
terially injured, by the Irefolution of agiftment, 
the moll partial, the moft felfifh and unjufli* 
fiable refolution evef entered into by any fet 
of men* By this infamous refolution ibp mifis* 
rable peafant who builds hi& wretched hut in 
the dykt that may furniih him with a fide 
wall, fliall pay to the clergy the tenth ]&art of 
the produce of his potatoe garden, and of his 
own labour, in addition to an high rent ; while 
his landlord, with perhaps a thoufand acres 
adjoining him, fhall pay nothing. Can any 
thing bf more unjuft than this fyftem ? 

The landlord imputes the poverty and 
wretehednefs of the peafant to the parfon, the 
parfon retorts on the landlord, the peafant un** 
fortunately believes both, but he feels the tithe 
heavier than all his other burdens, becaufe it 
is the lafl. Hence the riots and difturbances 
that bay^ difgraced the kingdom* Wherefore, 
in order to put a period to fuch fcenes, the re- 
folution ofagiftment ought to berefcinded. 

Vol. IL H md 
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and a modus for tithes eftablifticd, ilicb « 
would relieve the poor and afford a comfor* 
table income to the parfon,. wkhout difpute 
or litigation^ 

A- rfc ^^^w tVrtH 5f vie^ t<y onte opf tbofe 

objeds, Mr. Grattan introduced 
a bill to encourage the rectaioitng of barrctr 
lands, by exempting them from tithes for' fevezv 

years j but the bill &iled, as it was appre« 
hended that in its^ confequences, it would eF^ 
fcntiarlly injure the Sntereft of the patojchiaf 
clergy.^ * It was infifted that it w'oufe be un- 
juft to tax ihe clergy cxclufively. for the im«- 
provemem of barren lands, when^the great 
advantage refttlting from it would redound r<y 
the landlord. Thai therefore fuch improve- 
ments ought to^ take place at theexpence of the 
landlord, and not of theclergy, wbofe incomes^ 
were already too fmalUand that k would be 
dangerous to attempt any intK>vation ia the 
dues of the clergy, particularly at a' period 
when fucb flagrant mjuJdice antd injuries had 
been committed on the clergy of another 
country, l*he evident intention of the right- 
honourable mover, was certainly to afford 
encouragcmQAt> and not taxation to the paro- 
chial 
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chlal cUrfyi HiOwever, %ht zeal of tbeir ad- 
vocates in parliament would not fuffer any 
enquiry to be made int^ the bufitiefs^ although 
a minute inveftigatiou would have tended ulti« 
mately to the benefit of the clergy, and the 
protection of the church* 

Mr. Forb£8, a member of the moft exalted 

A. 

good qualities^ and poflefled of every, virtue 
knd amiable endowment, which can render 
man moft valuable to fociety, introduced a 
bill to limit the amount of penfions. He fup- 
ported the bill by many powerful arguments^ 
He faid, " he confidercd the bill abfolutely. 
neceflary to the fafety of the country and 
the prefervation of the conftitution ; as an 
unlimited power of grantjBg penfions, with 
'^ the fame for creating new parliamentary 
places, would evidently (end to fubvert the 
independence of parliament. Mr. Forbes*jS 
bill limited the penfion lift to eighty thoufand 
pounds a year, which was a moft liberal 
provifion, to enable the crown to reward me- 
ritorious fervices. 

Th£ penfion lift at this time amounted to 
105,000!. a year. In the laft year fivc.thoufand 
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hw hiiiidtr^eil l«)Tit)(4s.fc^*fiilfea off jby deatkf, 
but that the {)\ibUc, ftiight am benefit! nitieb \sf 
the chance of tti^rtality, tb# Biiniftert iwm«- 
dfiatelf on the <leath of thwfif.priifiDUtirSy added 
rothia peafi.^U* a,5t>oiv i 




It certainly muft be confidcred as a grtev^ 
Otis opprcffibfi oh the piibMc; id ptit new loadsF^ 
upon then^, as foOB as they k«d befeft dff- 
chargfed frony the old* The c)!kteoe}to^ of ih«f 
Exeh^qufer, whli that integrity iaiiid fcftndouY* 
for Which be is fo emifsemly diftki>g:ui:(hedy 
did not definid the e^icipfeafc ctf ^fatkmi, he de- 
clared that he v^as not tohfljked bh the btii^' 
(facfs> ikoi did We Gonecfve biiiiMf emk^ed to 
be cbnfulted, when his teajiifty was pleafed 
to exercift ftis tsndionbt^d pterogatif c, . in re- 
wardicig the ntierits of his fubjeAs. Thcbiil 
wasne^tifvfed feya i|ia|cMfity of ^ notwith- 
ftandihfe it t^as fii|^oried fey the eloquence of 
a Grattan^ and th^e foUd ai&d nnanf wearable 
arguments of a Forbfes* ^ 

Ko couQderation but the public g'ood and 
a regard for that invaluable of all bleffings, 
per fonal liberty, to which every individti^al is 
by birth right entitled, could induce us to 

introduce 

,M 
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^ jj;iU:p4^Ce a fubje^ which ^may tend tp affcft 
,^he fatling^s of the noble lor^cl who prefides in 

the court of king's bench. Ontheazd. of 

- ' • •■ ''\_-'^'' • •• "P • * • - ,.••>.,. ... 

March ^r. Geprge PonfonJ^y moved the 
hpufe to refolve, that it was their opinipii, that 
the chief mrtipe of the. kin?'^ Ijendi^.ln Qrder- 
ing ^ i;<r^/ai ^^ rffp^ndendum to mue agaii^K 
John Magee, on the affidavit of Richard Daly, 
^ar^ed.^ooal. ^^fted illegally. He fuppojrted 

hiflfheft honour on the ercat legal talent? of 
j;)je ^Qaqur^ble4i>Q>;er/ ||e faid, tjiat tUp chwf 
J"ufti<;?> %." graminq; ■ » fi« (or 4x>opL enabl^ 
the plajnti^ to afi^i^ his owii damages, and 
punjOi ,tlve^ ^e^ndapt by pir^^ing hiip into 
prifon ^ojfr many mo^tii*^^ epqiiirj could 

fje mad^, whether iJ|ie.pUintlff*s ch;^^^^ 
fpundfd ^^r ijot j,ar^,_ab^ve jill, vuhout t^t 

.tir<?uqjfUoce jn4ifpenin?]le to'^^^ 
bail, fpecific damage, 

The public condud^ of ^niniftcr*, qf all great 
pfficersy oX ftVte, a^d al} who hojd public trufts 
for the lieop le, is * a, fair f ubfe6\ of public and 
fpber enquiry^ But oii the cHminal proceed 
ings .taken "op fuct publications depebds the 
^freedoi^ of the pir^Ts'; and^'if aflV piSnter, how^ 
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« 

ever faulty, can hp feizcd aod throwp intl> 
prifon upon a fiat tp any . amount that th^ 
humour of a ju3«, or the malice pf a profe- 
cutor may think fit to iffiie, it in fuch cafe 
would require Uttje rfoquence to prove that 
the freedom of the fubjefl and the liberty of 
the prefs were at an end, 

> « 

Ik the prcfent cafe, the printcj? had mpft 
grpfsly abufed in his paper the noble lord, 
wherefore it w*s encumbent on his lordftiip 
to proceed with tte moft guarded circum- 
fpedtion,' left any enemy mjght attrjbulp hi« 
feverity to perfonal nioi,ive?;, his c6ndu6l 

\ flioiild have beeji regulated by what th^ law 
in its ftriaeft fenfe ^ould warrant and juftify ; 
he ought to have looked, down with contempt 
an' iinberal aiid vulgar ab.u|fe, particularly as 

''mr. Magee, was undey a cHmii]ialinf6rrpaiion 

in his own court. 


' ' • ' U • .'-•?. i. 


The lord chief ju^ke'ss, '^reaXops'.fof /^e- 

: fufiDg to Accept 'of comWn '^\ % Jo^ » M*- 

gee were, that fpecial bai| i^ denjandable m ^ 

cafe of Jcandalum. /77<^gnfz/«^j,. and ttat he 

. .p,uld^ nof . fee ' . .apy . re^fon ;^\\y ^ . fpecial 

-l)aii was not demanda^^p the prefent cafe; 


I 
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* ^ 

#s well ^s in cafe* of fcandalum magnatumy 
or in that of criminal convcrfation, for that 
fhey all equally dpppndcd on the contingent 
danaages which a jury ipigbt thiQk fit to 
*war4^ 

Mk* Ponsombt cited a variety of cafes to 
ihew that fpecial bail wa^ not demandable 
in cafes of flander. He agreed \vith the 
chief juftice that fpecial bail was demand- 
;^ble in cafes of criminal converfation, but 
would not allow the leaft fmiilirity in the 
two cafes^ , except th^t both found in 4^ 
- jnages. 

In the cafe of flander, the defendaiit 
might juftify it, by proving its truth, *btit 
no one can juilify an a£i of criminal con^ 
verfation, as it is repugnant to every prin- 
ciple of religion and moraUty, aiad fiibvcr- 
five of all thofe boi^ds that unite civil 
fociety, or promote domed ic happinefs, a]i4 
therefore there feems to have beeii ne 
grounds for comparing two ofiences' fo Vtride- 
{y difierbnt. On the* queftion being put 
jj V^as iejc(ftcd by a majoruy of fixty. 
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The Attorney General, however, to quiet 
any apprehenfipns of the people relative 
to either the liberty oF the fubje£l or that 
of the prefs, brought a bill into parliament 
to limit and define the power of the 
courts in cafes fimilar to the prefent, in 
order to put the fubjeA out of the power 
of any. court, by preventing vexatious 
arrefts for icandal. The deGgn of this 
bill was to quiet the publicmind which had 
recently been mueh agitated by the late pro- 
ceedings m the cafe of Magee. 

t . ■ • ." ; 

Too much pratfc cannot be beftowed on 

thofe virtuous qharaders, who feffion af* 

ter feflion ftruggled fo ynreraittiqgly in the 

fervieeof the people, with a conftant attention 

to the public good, from vrhich no confidera- 

tion could tempt them to fwerve : Mr. Forbes 

.^l^rwgl^r forward a bill for cffe6iing a re- 

•fppnfibility, in th^ fcrvants of the crown in 

' Ae different departments , of the; executive 

. goyernment, to the parliament thereof. This 

bill was defigned to eftfblifti in Ireland the 

principles of the Britifti canftitution and the 

honour and digi^ity of parliament, . 

In 
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In 21. cDuntry whep the caaunand of 
die vtuy^ the execution of the law, th« 
Wftowing^ 4)f o&ces, and the .power of making 
pfeace ipd war, arc ail veiled ip the f^ycreign t 
-if the iiiiniftets of that fovereign be not rclpon- 
iible ^r their condu^^ that ^verntnept i^f 
defpotic in refp«6l to t^e iflbin^ of moi^ejr. 
IKc lord lieutenant wa^ not rofpopfible» mucli 
lefs bis fecrcmry, fcor he wa$ not know)^ 
to the conAitutiou, . and the chaneellor of 
the estche^tjuer difclaimcd all ,refponiil»litjr. 

V 

WHEREifOai in this kingdom .tber4^is n<^ 
refponfibility in the fcnrants of the crown. 
Until a . rcfponfibilitjr in the fervanta of the 
crown be fecurcd to the jurifdiflion of par-r 
Jiamept, ve cannot be cpufid^red realy fx^ 
a^ at pirfent we arc only m^taphyfically and 
abftraftedly fo. If a. (hadaw of xefponfibility 
exifrcd in the miniftcrs of the crown, it would 
not be (uggefted, as it bad been in thf laft 
feffion of par^am^nt . that it niight coll the 
country balf a inlllion in order to bear. down 
an ariftpcracy, S\2ch ^ fuggeflion was not 
^mpatible \^iih ^y idpa o£ refponfibility 

. . » . . J . , . 1 . A XJi A 


-»» 
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The bill ^as oppofed on two groundt^ 
The firft, that there was a rcfponfibility aU 
ready, the other that the ^refponfibiJity propo- 
fed by the bill woi>14 fuIjLvert the regal conr 
'flitution of the country. To refute this firft 
propofitibn, it is only neceffary to confider the 
pjanner of djfburfing n^pncy ffom our treafu* 
ry. ' jhe firft ftcp, a king's letter, figned by his 
rhajefty, apd countey-figncd by the lords of 
the'trcafiiry in England j thofe officers, have 
not in this realm any,right, authority, refidence 
or refponfibility^ their fignatuyes are fofar 
from furn^fhing any rcfponfibility to our par^ 
liament, that they do npt admit of being noti- 
ced by our cpnftitution, therefore, thofe offi- 
cers are phyfically irrefponfible, and, conftituy 
tionally unoftenfible. What avail is it^ there? 
fore, to have an inqiieft in the boufe of com^ 
mons capable to e:s:amine and in;peach, whci) 
there are none forthcoming to jts jurifdidion. 

Thu^ a king's letter furnifhcs po refpon- 
fibility whatever, the letter is direfled to the 
lord lieutenant ; who therefore makes out hi a 
warrant , recititig the purport pf the letter, 
figned by him at the top, and his fecretary 
|t the l?ottpm. Here the Iriih executive aft be^ 
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gins to operate, but let us ^ fee wbat'icindQf 
rcfpoxifibility it affords? 

Thx lord lieuteuant, ii ii admutcd, is im- 
peachable by parliamept. His ioipeachmcnt 
would only commence when his commiiEoa 
ceafed, and when his perfpn was out of the ju* 
rifdidlion of the realm* Ji would derogate 
from pur dignity to irpp«ch him before the 
lords of Great Britain, nor can we attack his 
perfon whea yyc iinpeajrh bio? before our 
own lords* 

As to tbp lord lieutenant's fecretary, the 
conflituiion does not notice him, therefore 
be is not in its contemplation. U^ may how- 
ever excite the indignatiop of th^ kingdom, 
but can never fatisfy ft^sjuflice. Wherefore 
this, in the -emphatic Wjrdf pf Mr. Grattan, 
can be called by no other nam$5 thab 'that of 
a fugacious relpoufibility.'' 

Mr. Humi , who 5)iras by no nif^ans an enth^r 

fiaft for liberty, obferves that in a limited 

monarchy it is eflcntjal that miniftefsof the 

cTo,v/n ihall be jefponfiMc for their aifts, «d 

be 
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ihcL *rtFl*: Aat tjic ord^Ui^pf the jt^^afmuft not 

be a juftification ; and 917 |.€grd CJpke, in his 

chapter on parliament, fays, that the houfe ot 

dOtnmoQS is t<be grand inquifitor of ^he i^tion^ 

^Cfc. &kt ' purp^ of inq\iir4ng .infp giriev^ncQs, 

iichich Qtife ^dt more -frequently from breach* 

es oif Uw> tbfti^ from abofes of regal power* 

. .. . • , 

. /\$ our revenues arc not appropriated, couy 

fequently they arc more liable to corrupt 

pii [application in a country where there is 

peither place bill norpenfion bill> and where 

,.pur .unappropriated revenijie iijay be con- 

.v,ert<;d to innumerable objedls of yeuality and 

infill epce ; a refponfibility bill becomes abfo^ 

lately cffqmial, and mQi?e particularly fo fron^ 

..a repc«it/dec:|arat}pnjOf.onjB^ojr ou|; minifler? 

inthphopfe pf cpmpiops ,whj^ hf . cpnfefled 

:that'iji 1 76^, gpYprpm^t ,bQught a majprity 

qf our parliament «^ixb the^ , mop^iy pf tb^ na, 

tion, and foretold at the fame time that it 

would happjinagajn jn jySo^ and tbe /a£l bad 

>een ip. 


/ « 


. A's'tpthe lecpnd grounds, (hat it would be 
* J. fubverfibn pf th'e govermnenf / it' |s ' linfourrd- 

ed. 
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cd« 1% inrcmld certaia^ 4ilter tbe praAice of tbe 
IrHh government aa to the diCburfenlieots of 
{mblic moneys A place btU would opemt^^^ 
to tbe reftof afion of 6\ix goverament, lubvcrtcdj 
by loofe and tiDprincipkd pra&iccs, the tStVt 
of an age of domination, and which have be«. 
come To eAabllihed in this kiBgdoni, t.bat the. 
minifiers of the crown |)roaotince thffii to br 
the cflcnce of our governments 

Thus government Wdnld defend the dif- 
burfements of piibtk money by the treafurers^ 
4f Great Britam, whom they allow t0 have na. 
legal authority, and .by th<e Idrd 4leia;teMm axvd' 
his fecrctary, whom they a4te«^ x6 offeriur 
iideqiiate tefpoAfitwIitjr ;.aiid th^ oppofc a tell 
whoib principles (hey acknowledged^ that in 
thedilbuTfementof^il^ic'moik^y, the execu- 
tive officer (houM fee forthcoming to paarlia* 
idem.' . . .' . . ^ 

Thus the change of government on thisoc* 
cafion turns out to be, that government is 
fubyerted, when a pra6lTcr which* they do 
not allow to be legal 'is reformed, by a prin^ 
eiple they admit to be conftiiutional/ Thus 
tbe oppofers Of the bill, would not allow fre» 

land 


- ;/ 
/ 
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Und to hav^ atii exdcuuirc pow^f, but. ttiart.^ 
Utit fhould be gcJvericdocvcn in the difburfc- 
i&efits of her o\«rii nsonby by the executive 
|»wer of Gfea.Brit^n; and that th6 Briiifti 
itiiQiiier, not the king of Ireland^ ftiould have 
fuU and etclufive authority ov^r the Irifh 
treafury. However the bill wa^ loft by the 
fotce of numb^s alone, . - 

DuRiiso this feflion a committee had been 
appointed to enqnire into the (late and ma- 
nagement of the police eftablifliment for two 
years laft paft, they fat for forty two days, and 
with the utmdft patience and per feverance, 
purfued the enqu'-ry committed to their charge. 
They had heard every thing* that the com- 
miilioners of police had thought proper to 
alledge, . they bad been allowed to crofs ex- 
amine every witnefs they chofe, they had 
been called upon by the committee for their 
defence, they declined, after a confultation 
with each other^ making ^tny. 

Yet when Mr.Graydon brought forward 
the report of the committee, the minifter op- 
pofed it, notwithflanding that Mr Graydon 
had declared th^t the obje£l of the commit- 
tee 


&mCe the Revdlufiort* J 27 

USt i^^s not to criminate the police, fair and 
impartial enquiry wa9 their pbje£t in the bu" 
finefs, and he faid, that fairly and imparti^ 
ally they had performed it. He alfo added 
that their report was not fuch as would cri-^ 
minate the police, for wbatevef faults there 
lirete, there were alfo circumftances highly 
to the credit of the inflitution. However the 
coinmiuee Were difrefpeftfully treated by the 
refufal of their reports ^ 

THfe public atttehtioil was fot forae time di- 
reded to this 6bje&, andj v/hen the report was 
iupprefled, opinions much more injurious 
than the' report would perhaps authorize, 
were entertained a^ainft the police ; where- 
fore the friends of the inftitution did hot aft 
prudently by preventing the report from 
being received. Thus, by the conduct of 
eommiflioners of police, by having neglefled 
to make any defence when called upon to 
do fo, they were reduced to a fituation which 
frequently happens to perfons in the courts 
of juftice, judgment went againft them by de- 
fault, and by the fuppreffion of the report 
of the committee in the houfe of commons, 

the 
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the citizen? of C>ublis q^Qri4€ife4 %h^^ in ^ 
inuch worfc Ugbt ib;m tbey rwUy ought. 

If we look back for a few ye^fs, tbc 
retrofpcft will afford much fausfaflion u> 
every Irilhman- The progrefs civilizaiion 
had made in the country, and the benefi- 
cial c£fe6ls that have refuhed from it, were 
felf-evidtnt in the advaoeeraent W our agri- 
culture, population, profperity, and or(|er. 
Inland navigations, undertaken by fpirited 
amd patriotic individuals, and encouraged by 
the liberality of parliament have contri- 
buted not a little to the civilization of the 
country, by promoting its trade and agri- 
culture. 

la the courfe of a few years bounties 

had encreafed from 75,900!, to i8i,oooI. 

this IS a convincing proof of the rapid 

improvemjent of the kingdom. It is fair to 

ftate that the profperity of the pountry has. 

confiderably encreafed the public expence, 

and this confiderauon will fo far redouijd. 

to the credit of government and mak^ fome 

atonement for many a£ls of prodigality 

and profufion. 

Befo&ji 
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BfitORfi tbe cora batinties, which, owe their 
origin to Lord Pery took place, what was 
the fituaiionof the country ? Thou fan ds of ^ 
acres of fine arable land, lay uncultivated and 
uninhabited, and the metropolis of a fertile 
ifland^ was indebted to foreign kingdoms for 
its bread. That there were not lefs than 
500,0001. per annum j lent out of the country, 
to pur chafe corn for our fubfifterice. 

In the fifteen years fince the oortimencement 
of the bounties, compared with the fame num- 
ber of years previous to 1758, in whicli the 
bounties began to operate, the,a£lual gain to 
the kingdom on the iucreafe of export, and dc- 
creafe of import of corn, meal, malt, and flour, 
exclufive ^f all other gains during that pe^^ 
riod amounted to 1,149,172!. Thus it is felf- 
evident that the agriculture of tbe kingdom 
muft have declined, if the bounties granted on 
the carriage of com, malt, meal and flour,* 
had not prevented ii. 

Since the year 1758, when the bounties 
were granted, our agriculture has been con- 
ftantly encreafing, and the encreafe was un- 
queflionably -occafioned by the operation of 

Vol IL I ^hc , 
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the-bountic8. put the erefiion of flour mills 
throughout' the kingdom, rauft be conn- 
dei'ed as the chief* means through which the 
bounties have cffe6ieG the encreafe, as th6 
tiiills f uirnlftied t'hcbcft medium for conveying 
ijincouragement to the farmer. 


/ A .' 


Since the year 1758, feveral additions and 
improvements were made to the fyftem of corti 
bounties. In 1774, the rudiment of an export 
bounty was laid. In 1778, thccoail and canal 
bounties were added ; and in 1780, the inland 
bounty on nialt aiid floiir, was exidly propor- 
tioned to the expence 'of the carriage, for the 
ptirpife 'of; equalizing the benefits to eveiy 
part of the countr}% and an operative bounty 
*bn export was granted the fame year. 

But in 1784, the fyftem was completed by 
^M^- 'i*oftcr*s a^. This was a wife and'benefi- 
cial law, and the right honourable founder 
is intitled to credit with the community for it, 
w:hich is' ever the beft reward for public fer- 
vice: 'this law completed the cori fyftem iand 
has been the'means of faving the nation many 
liiillibn^, *to the great increafe of trade, 

profperity, and revenue of the country. 

r^^ r ^ ' ■ .• ' ' ' '■- '■''•' Local 
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Local prejudices, profeflional interefts, aod 
popular delufioa have attempted to controvert 
their utility ; but the beauties of national im« ; 
provcmcnt, the comforts of national wealth 
and the virtues of national induftry have been 
the benefits and bleffings derived from them ; 
and we truft the vigilance and attention of 
our parliament will be ever awake for the 
prefervation of the fyftem, 

VARioys branches of manufaftures have 
within thefe few years made si confiderable 
progrefs under the encouragement of parlia. 
mcnt, particularly the cotton bufinefs which by 
th\ laudable* exertions, of many individuals at 
their own private expence, has been brought 
to the higheft pitch of pcrfe£lion. It" would 
beuiipardonable as we now are treating of the 
cotton manufadure, to omit, mentioning the 
great merit of MeiTrs. Clarke, Comerford, 
and O'Brien, for bringing fo ufeful and 
extenfive a branch of manufadure, to fuch 
perfe£lion. Their unvyrearied attention to fo 
complicated a bufinefs, as the cotton manufac- 
ture, together with the maay improvements 
made by them, in almoft every procefs of 
the work, juftiy entitle them to tie thanks 
of the nation* 
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This branch of bufinefs has made a rapi-iJ 
progrefs at Stratford in the county Wicklow, 
a part of iht; kingdom where no other manu- 
fafiure was carried on before. By this ma- 
nufadure, eftablUhcd under the truly refpec- 
taWe firm of Meflrs. Orr and Co^ hundreds of 
the neighbouring p^oor get daHy cn^pleyment 
and comfortable fubfiftence. The face of the 
country is vifibly improved, habits^ of induf- 
try acquired, and morals and religion cultiva- 
ted in a pla're where idlenefs, poverty, rude 
and favage manners fo generally prevailed, ta 
the difgrace of the country, the contempt 
of the magiftracy, and in diredfc and open^ 
violation of the \xsft%. 

Ij manufadures were eflabliihed in many 
other parts of the kingdom the public tran- 
quillity would not be fo-lhamefully interrup-^ 
ted by infiirgents of different dcnominatioBs, 
&s it has been* and fiilL continues to be \xk 
fo many parts of Ireland. 

Let the goverament enlighten the Tower. 
orders of the people by a compreheniive and 
liberal plan of education ; let aflbciations for 
difcountenancing vice, and propagating vir- 
tue 
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tite, morality and religion be formed through- 
joyxt the kingdom p^ a plan fimilar to that of 
ihp D,uVlin afTociation ; let the magiflraey of 
the kingdom, by their example, inculcate good 
morals, and by their attention to their duty, 
and that of the peacjC find hapj>in€^s of the king- 
4om> ^pp^efs the^Uoentioufnefs, in^mperance, 
,aad turbulent difpofitioB^ of the lower orders 
of the community. I^ct the poor be encou- 
jaged by leffening thi^ir r^ick rquts, .which are 
Screwed from the vitals of o^duft^ry to fupport 
luxury, idle parade, and wanton profuiioji. 
Let the immcffiate cultivator poffefs an intereft 
in the foil, he ,contrjiibutf s tp fr^uftify, and he 
will t^tiabiet abaut t^c culdvauon of it with 
^bearfulnefs and alacrity. Let th/e wages 
of labour be alfo encreafed, by which an ad- 
ditional incentive will be addpd to induilry, 
and xude health infufed into the looks, of our 
|)relent half-ilaxved and emaciated p«a(antry. 

If thde things were done, inftead of cpn- 
mving at, ^nd fpmetimes inciting the peafant- 
:ry to murmur againft the parfon and tithes, 
then might we hope to fee the country flourifh 
and the noife of infurreftion and j(€;ditio;i for 
tfver banilhed th,e Jand. The landioffd^ in or- 
j^ to conceal hi$ own intolcf s^le pxaftione 

} ^ artfully 
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artfully turns the attention of the poor to thie 
article of tithes, and lays the blame of all 
their diftrefs and wretchednefs at the door of 
the church. 

But let not the yeomanry of Ireland be any 
longer duped by fuch artful delufions. It is 
in rack reniSy and not in tithes^ the evil com- 
plained of folely exifts. Suppofe, the people 
were gratified by the abolition of tithes, the 
landlord, and not the tenant would reap the 
full benefit of it. This is the reafon why 
the landholders are fo vociferous in their mur- 
murs againfl tithes, and fo inattentive to 
the rights of the clergy ; as by the abolition 
of tithes they would fwell their rent-rolls and 
be furniihed with more ample means of efta* 
blilhing their petty tyranny throughout the 
kingdom. 

This is not a time to cherifli difcontentor 
countenance commotion^ when all Europe 
is convulfed by the horrors of war. The ex- 
cefs of French licentioufnefs ought to guard 
all countries againft the repetition of fuch 
fcenes as would difcard all fenfe of religion, 
honour and humanity. With the example and 

miferies 
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inifertes of Fratice before their eyes all na- 
tions, ought to be perfiiaded, that it is better 
to remain fatisfied with their fitqationj, be 
it what It may, than plunge into .all the hor- 
irors of anarchy and confufipHj whicli ckn have 
no end But that of defpoufm: 

In France, finfcethe year 1789; a feries 
of evehtd have happened, contrary to all the 
Calculations of jirobability. Aii iabfoliite mo/ 
narchy converted peaceably * into a limited 
One, dnd that in ati inflant changed into a te* 
public, accompanied with the miii'det- of their 
king, ^nd numerous inftances df hotrible and 
Ihocking barbarity. There is not perhaps a 
country id Europe whofe intercfts are not 
involved in the tataftrophe of th* Frencli re- 
volution. 

Thb eftabliftimefat of a Republic in that 
fcduntry, will evetituatly ftii" up neighbouring 
kingdoms td Imitstte their example ; and 
without the litmdft vigilance and ptccautiori 
moft of xht ftates of Europe may experience 
ft fimilar rcvolutidn: 

A ifEMO*^ 


\ 
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A DtMOcRACY is fo abfurd a form of go^ 
vernmcnt, that no prudent man will ever en- 
courage fo wild a fyftem. It poffeffes neiihef 
union of fcntimcnt, prudence, difpatch, no» 
ifecrecy, which are alleflentjal to a well-formed 
government. A democracy oilly tends to dif- 
\X2i6k a natioi^, and deprive it of happinefs. 
Our manners, arts, Cciences, and our modes, 
of life ; all the cnjoymeiits on which the 
Jiappinefs and fpendor of our age depend, 
arc in direfit oppofition to a republican form 
01 gavernment. 

In order to eftablifli a fyftem of govern- 
nicnt on the bafis of perfeft equality among 
men, we muft recur to the fimplicity of 
primitive ages, and enter once more into 
a ftate of nature. In this xefpeft the French 
have erred. Their republican government 
is founded on the deftruftion pf all the advan-. 

- 

ta'ges of which the prcfent age is diftinguifhed ; 
in order to attain their obje65l, they conceived 
it neceffary to confound every fpecies of pro-r 
perty ; and force the human mind into a 
diflembled acquiefcence, by cruelty and ter- 
ror. 


u 


* 
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In ttie room of hereditary ariftocracy, they 
have fubftituted that of the populace, who, 
being lefe under the dominion of reafon and 
found education, muft of courfe exercife a tv 
ranny the more intolerable ; and this h^s 
been the cafe* The palaces and coftly furni- 
ture of the nobility and clergy could not be 
equally divided, they confequently became 
the prey of the, nioft daring and impudent 
plunderers. 

ExpERifNCS pioves that it isno diiScult 
talk to alienate the affe£lions of fubjc£is by 
ihe fpecious dbdtrineof liberty; and that it 
is much eafier tooverthrowj than to ercft: ao4 
as the lower orders of the people are moft nu- 
m<^rous in every quarter of the univerfe, eve* 
ry (late has to apprehend the example of 
France and the infufion of her principles^ 
Thus anarchy, licentioufaefs, And levelling 
principles may, without the utmoft precautioo, 
faake the tour of Europe. 

The times are truly alarming, aad^itbc*' 
comes the duty of every good trit^^n to 
contribute to the' prefcrvatioa of our pre- 
sent fyficBpt, of govemiAcT.c, md ta fet,his 
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fece agftiaft the introduftion of wild fan- 
taftical aad democratic fyftcms. The doc- 
trines frequently held forth, that republican 
. governments are eflentially neceffary to con* 
ftitue liberty, we abfolurely deny ; our own 
conftitution gives a dired contiadi6tion tu 
the afIenion,c 

A D no^ Liberty, in its proper accepta- 
tion, confifts in obeying fuch 
laws as are framed by the people themfelves. 
It is in thofe laws the fovereignty refidesv 
and where the king to whom the execution 
oi the law is committed, is equally fubjeft 
.to it as any of his people, there they enjoy 
as much freedom as is compatible . with true 
happmefs. But wher^ democracy reigns tri« 
umpbant» there anarchy and horror, ere6l 
their bloody ftandard^ 

At fuch a crilis, it behoves all thofe whd 
are blefled with affluence to devote a portion 
of it, in encouraging the trade, commerce^ 
and manufadtuf es of this country, where fof 
a length of time abfurd and impolitic laws 
had filtered the efforts of the nation with re* 
.fpeditoiiis commerce and manufadures, and 

debarred 
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debarred the great mafs of the people from 
becoming ufeful to themfelves or to the com* 
munity. 

Wherefore the man who wifhes to pro- 
mote the temporal and fpiritual happinefs of 
the people, will be moft fedulous in de- 
vifing ways and means to keep them ufefully 
employed ; fuch a man will be juftly efleemed 
a public bleffing, as induftry is the fource of 
all the comforts and folid advantages that 
mankind enjoy ; on the contrary, idlenefs 
is the origin of moft of the evils and calami- 
ties which we labour under. 

A WORK of diftinguiftied merit has lately 
made its appearance on the important fubjeft 
of providing employment for the people. 
It is the produftion of the learned and ingeni- 
ous Doftor Crumpe, of Limerick. In this 
work, with great depth of erudition and abi- 
lity, the Dodor in vefligates generally the er- 
rors and defers which obftruft and check 
the fprings of induftry and labour, and he 
points out the beft mode of providing gene- 
ral employment for the whole kingdom. He 

ably 
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«bly refutes the imputation of indolence, at-* 
tached to the Iriih charaflerby fuperficial 
obfervers. The performance is well worth tb^ 
perufal of every lover of his country. 

The minifter, in the late a A for en cou rag- 
ing the brewery by difcour aging the diftil- 
leries, encreafed the revenue withoyt re- 
moving the intoxication. By this aft, whiikcy 
was to be rendered unattainable by raifing it 
an halfpenny a quart, and ftrong beer was to 
hz brought into confumptiop by lowering it 
the one hundredth part of a farthing a quart. 
This was the encouragement to bring a whole-! 
fome beverage into, general ufe, as the anti* 

ik>te to a moft calamitous and deleteriapi^ 
jpoifoB. 

Thb objeSof Mr-.t.atouche*sbill,j«ras ncjt 
CHily to lower the duty, but to take off the re- 
ft ridions affe6ling the brewery, in ordcrcp 
give it a decided preference-*^ Rut to this aft, 
they have added a new rcllridlioja affjefling the 
quantity of liquors each brewer made j and 
in order to exclude the fmaller brewer from 
the trade, they impofed a new reftriflion. 
Thus in 'faft the bill has operated to the en^ 
creafe of revenue^ and the continuation of 

lntozicatioi| 
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intoxication 5 to the manifcft lofs of tlte com- 
municy, bv deftroying the health and morals 
of the people. This is an evil of the firil 
magnitude, and loudly calls on the legifla- 
ture for reformatioQ« 

Ten years had now elapfed fince the caufe oi 
the Roman Catholics had particularly engaged 
th^ attention of parliament. The good offices 
we owe to each other, the indulgtocc which 
is due to fellow fubie£ls-recommeu4ed and 
endeared by the unimpeachedcondu6i of a 
century, naturally call our attention to the 
fubjeft, at a peiiod when the public nfiind 
i^r become more enlightened, and when prcju- 
drces are daily yielding to confidence and 
afiedion* 

In the year 1774, the legiflai ore firft grati- 
fied the Roman Catholics with an opportunity 
of teftifying their allegiance, by framing an 
oath for them, competent to that tell, without 
itnpli<^ting any article of religious faith or 
fpeculaiive opinion. Four years after, the le- 
giflature wifely conficling in their oaths, re-» 

warded their fidelity by many fubflantial con- 
ceffions. 
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In the year 1784, the fpifit of toleration 
further •extended itfclf, and gained a further 
afcendancjr in favour of the Romap Catholics. 
The fyftem of intolerance began fomewhat to 
xelax, and what prejudice had adopted as a 
prefervation, moderation began now to view 
as little fhort of oppreflion. 

On the 25th of January, 1792, Sir Hercule$ 
Langrifhe, introduced a bill into parliament 
for removing certain reftraints and difabilities 
under which his majefty's Roman Catholic 
fubje£l5 laboured^ from ftatutes at that time 
in force. 

It was Sir Hercules's plan, to give the Ro^. 
man Catholic the pradtice and profeffion of 
the law : to reflore .them to education entire 
and unreftrained, and to allow intermarriage, 
by repealing that cruel ftatute that tends to he* 
tray female credulity, and illegitamizes the 
offspring of a virtuous mother. And, finally, 
to remove thofeobftrudions to arts and m^nu* 
faftures that limit the number of apprentices, 
which are neceflary to afHft and promote trade. 
This puffed into a law. 

THy$ 
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Thus the legalityof intermarriage between 
proteflants and catholics was ^fiablifhed. The 
univerfity was thrown open to the catholics, 
and they were admitted to the benefits of 
education, and all reflri<5lions upon their in- 
duflry, in trade and manufa£lures^ were re* 
moved. 

A n ,,. ^ A Petition from the Catholics 
A. D. 1792. 

of Dublin, was prefented this 
feflion, praying to be admitted to a participa- 
tion of the eleflive franchife. In fupport of 
the petition it was maintained, that admitting 
the catholics to a participation of the ele^livi 
franchife, would not, as was by many feriouf- 
\y apprehended, affeft the fettlement of the 
conftitution at the revolutioaof 1688. 

On confulting the hiftory of ^ur country^ 
we find, that there was not any fettlement of 
the cfonfiitution of Ireland atf that period ; the 
fecuri-y of our religion and property were tlic 
benefits which the proteflants of Ireland de- 
rived from the revolution ; eflential and im- . 
portant advantages, which jufily entitle the 
event to commemoration. But onr efforts 
to obtain a participation of the benefits of the 

fettlement 


Psttlement of the conftimiion of England at ihe 
jevolution, and of iliofe meafurcs for the fe- 
cnrity of the rights and liberties of ihe luhjeft 
which grew out of that fettlemcnt, have been 
invariably refilled by the Briiifli rainillry* 

The a£i by which the Roman Catholics 
were deprived of the ele&ive fianchife paffed 
at a period long fubfequcat to the revolution. 
It had not originated in any delinquency of 
the people of that perfuafion, the law wad 
ena£ied after the experience of twenty yean 
of their peaceable condudl, and which they 
tad fincc uniformly purfued, untainted by 
the exati^ple of two rebellions in the fifter 
kingdom* 

The reafons afligned for rejeflJng the Sill 
were, that Ireland was the laft of all nations 
of Europe, which felt the hand oj^ civilization, 
and that it would be imprudent to in^part the 
full benefits of the conflitution, to men who 
were not as yet competent to receive it. That 
it would be impolitic to oflfer^ the. privileges of 
perfed fociecy to thofe that were fcarcely 
in th^ fixft ilage of civilization. 

It 
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lor was infifted that we fhoyld w^it till the 
late law^ ia their favour had operated^ to fee 
their cffedls. That to intcrcft the catkolics 
in the fcttlement of property, the power p^ 
purchafing lands had been given them, 
that they had been allowed the benefits of 
.education to enlighten them, and that by in- 
termarriage with catholics, 'we would en- 
creafe oui* connexion and render our intercft 
the fame; \and that having admitted them to 
the bar^ their minds would become more 
: liberal ; but it was contended, that all thofe 
. caufes ihould operate before the ele6l?Te 
franchife, the uUimafum of power, was con- 
ferred, on them. 

* Parties afre neeeffary in a free ft^te, but 
religron when brought into party, muft al- 
ways be defiruftive. In this kingdom it has 
been too long the cafiB ; would we could 
forget its codfeqtiences ! 

Th e petition of tbe;catholics praying to be 
admitted to the eledtive franchife, wa« re-' 
jefted by a majority of* fevcpty five* 

Vol. lit K WnEja 
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Whfk Ireland affortcd her riglit to trade 
with the whole world, there was no refcf- 
vation made with regard to India. We might 
have proceeded direftly to thofc weal- 
thy region*, had we not reflrained onrfelvc^ 
by onr revenue Taw* Laft fcffioa the atten- 
tion of the hroufe was dfawn to this impor-' 
.tant queftion. It was clearly proved that' 
Ireland paid upwards of 500,0001. a year ta 
England for India goods alone ^ but this 
year, the rcafons for alTerting our right, were 
ftronger than they were laft ;- inafmuch, ts 
the miniftter was^ to fettle his bargain with 
the Eaft India company, which, if he was^ 
permitted to do without iny claiin being 
made op the part of Ireland, it might be aL- 
ledged that we had tacitly renounced our 
rights m favour of the Eaft India company: 

In order to obviate fuch con{lrn£lions, and 
thereby to opeti a dired trade between this 
eountry and India. Mr. Ponfonby moved, 
for leave to bring in a bill, to repeal every 
lavr' which prohibited a trade from Ireland 
to the coufttries lying Eaft ward of the Cape 
of Good Hope. 

When 


in 


When we had obtained th€ free trade ia 
r the year 1779* the India iradcf was oniit- 

ted, it was alfo omitted in the year 178 2^ 
tn 1783 and 1784* Mt. Corry with that ieal 
tad integrity \^hich have ever marked his cha« 
rafter in the fervice of his country, moved 
for a committee to take. into confideratioa 
the £aft- India trade ; and the right of the 
isountry was in confequence acknowledged. 
But Mr; Corry did not prefs the bufinefs any 
farther, clearly perceiving he had not fupport 
to caffy it into effefi. 

Our right to the trade bc'ihg thus eAablifti- 
ed, it was. conceived to he moft prudent to 
accede to a temporary relmquiflrnient of the' 
^ cxercife of it- The trade to China was con- 
ceived to be thd word for a country fituated 
like this, which required a quick return, and 
not the very flow one, which a trade 
that requires a navigation equal to the cir- 
cumference of the globe would yield. Such 
is the trade of China; It was not a trade that 
cxportcfd manufadure and brought home mo-^ 
riey, nor even a trade which exchanged ma- 
nufaftufe for manufafttir*, but a trade which" 
rtquired an export of money, stnd a return of 
manufa£hire, and that too the floweft poili- 
ble retura. 
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DcTc'TOk AbAM Sii«iTH, who may be confidcr-' 
cd one of the firft political writcips of the age^ 
is of opinion, that it would be better for » 
Country of fmalicaiMtal, to bay for fome time- 
even at an high price from orhcF European 
nations, the Eaff India goods it had occafioa- 
for, than to import them dlreftly frodi Ae 
Eaft Indies. 

What it might 'fofe by the' high price of 
thcfe goods, he fays could feldom be equal to? 
the lofs which it would faftain by the de- 
ftrudion of a large portion of its capital from 
other employments, more necefiary, or more 
juitable to its circumftances and iituation 
than a direft trade to Iadia.> M n /Ponfonby*s> 
motion fell to tlie ground, on which occafion 
he declared that he never would vote witi 
any adminiftration until this, and the other' 
ineafure3 to which he and the gentlemen > 
with whom he afted, were pledged, Ihauld 
be obtained. 

_ \ 

Mr. James Stewart, member for tfee* 

county Tyrone, has on mafay occafions de- 

ttionft rated his patriotifm and int^rity in* 

the: 
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- « 

^t ^aate^L but hiscxe/tions oa bcbaU of the 
^ejbyteri^Q cJcxgy, during this fefiion, do 
l^onour to his humanity^ and have impr^ 
fed a body of Ipyal fubjeds, who. were by 
no meaus rewarded according to tjieir me-* 
rits ojr wants, with fentiweuts of gratitud? 
pot to be oblitjferated. 

The pirefhyterian minift^rs of the proViac? 
pfUlfter, are a body of men, whoT? charac- 
ters and conduft place ihem high in the efti- 
m^tion of their country, Mr. Stewart moved 
the honfe relative to fpioe further provi- 
fion |br thofte minifters/. And it muft. be allo^- 
ed that no body of people have a ftronger 
clairn on the generpfity of parliament> . 

The prefl)yterians of Ulfter arc taugljit by 
the example, as w^U as the precepts of their 
.clergy, to be peaceable, induftrious, pbedi* . 
ent to the laws, and refpf £lful to mj^giftracy. 
By the charge on th^ eftabliftiment in favoiir 
of non-conforming minifters,- the, ^dividend 
amongft them did not^plqf^' 4«(erag^S^ 
jol. each, a fum totally inkdequate^ thefjf . 
wants and their mcrltortdus fervice^t 


» 


Ji3 To 


XJO A View of Irifb Affairs 

To this, is to be added a futn ofSooL || 
year, paid i^ut of the king's privy pi^rfc, and 
which fum is now equally divided beiweeq 
the fynod of Ulfter and the miniftcrs of the 
Sputhem aflbciation ; this was a grant of 
George the K as an acknowledgement for the 
fervices.of th^ prefbyterians of Ireland, in 
fupport of the proteftant fucceffion in the 
houfe of Hanover ; to which fucceflion the 
prefent pofleflors of the grant are as flrongly 
attached 4s their pred^ceflbrs. were. 

In confequence of Mn Stewart's reprefenta- 
tiop, it was unanimoufly agreed to by the 
houfe of commons, that an humble addrefs 
ihould be prefentcd to his majefty, befeeching 
him to take into bis confideratiQn the fiiuaiioa 
of the prelbyterian minifters of this kingdom, 
and to make fuch further? pro vifi on for them, 
as in his wifdom and bounty he fhall think 
fit, and that the houfe would make good the 
fame. 

In the ev6nt of this bufmefs, nol^fs^han half 
a million of his majefty's loyal fubjeflts were 
tieeply involved, men whofe attachment to. t^e 
fo.vcreign aud his illuftrious family is unquef- 

tiouablQ 
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jtlonjible, and who\ proved thcmfclvcs the 
hereditary friends oFthat happy conftUuiion. 
^o the eftabli{hm«at of which their anpeftors. 
fo ^eminently contributed^. 

Ik bringing before parliament a fulijeft of 
fucli importance, the pTelb)rterian8 were hap^ 
py i^n the fcleftiou 9f their advocate, who for- 
refpeflability a»d chajrafter is fecond to no 
Plan in the kingdom^ and his fupport mufc 
^dd a weight and dignity to eye;-y caufc th^ 
|i>ecoines tbiP ob^eft of |t, 

* 

On the a7th of February, astheboufeof 
commons fat in committee, to enquire into the 
fiffed of the fpirit regulation, and were exar 
mining witi^e(&s on the fubjeA, they were ii^ 
ferrupted by the i^onfufed voices of perfon^ 
9n the roof The hpufe being alarmed ^ 
derk was fent up to examine what bad hap* 
pened, he in a few moments gave notice fro^i 
above, that the roof was on fire, and that the 
dpme would probably fall in within five mi* 
putcs. 

The Speaker, with that coolnel^ and pve^ 
fence of mind, peculiar to himfelf, immedi- 

ately 
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MxiAj relumed the chair and put the queftion 
df adjournment which pafifed' without appa^^r 
fition, as may be feafonably ^ppoied, on 
Itich an emergency. 

i / * • 

KotViTHSTANpiNG cvery poffible aififtance 
was tnftantjy given, yet the progFefs of the fire 
^as fo dreadfully rapid, that in lefs than twa 
liours the houfe of commons, whofe b^utifuli 
arctiteflure and difpofition, excited the admi- 
iiitlon of foreignei:^ wa^ burned to t^ 
ground. 

^ In this dreadfiil accident none of the re- 
cords and journals of the houfe were deflroyT 
ed, owing to the vigilance and uncommon ex- 
ertion of the Speaker. The gentlemen of thq 
college, the military and all defcriptions of 
citizens who attedded, ufed their utmoft and 
moft anxious eflforts for ih^ prefervation of 
the building and xht prote6tioa of every arti- 
cle of importance, and their exertions were 
crowned with a^great degree of fuccefs in 
preventing any farther nnfchief than had 
unavoidably occurred. 

• As 
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As the pnbtic pslnd was confidefahty a|af m- 
^6d bjr this dreadful conflagration, it wa^ 
thought expedient to appoint a committee for 
the pprpofe of enquiring into the caufe and 
DFigin of this uafprtunate event. Afier thi5 
committee h^d fat for a confiderable length 
of time, and had made th^ moft ferious en* 
^uiry into the caufe of the £re by which the 
interior of the houfe was burned> yet the iub- 
ftance of th^ report was^ that thf: fire was ta^ 
titely owing to ati accidental caufe. Thus the 
infamous imputations s^Uedged againft the 
catholics, reverted back on th^ heads of the 
bafe authors of the vile calumny, which was 
fo induilpoufly circulated and fo eagerly 
fwallowed by their enemies, who attempted on 
this occafioii^ to blacken their ciarafters, by 
iifcribing a fire that was proved x6 have been 
purely accidental, to the machinations of a 
popilli plot. But the report of the committee 
completely filenced the farther propagation of 
fo tinfoundcfd and fo malignant a charge. 

This feflion, a reciprocal preference in the 
corn-trade with Great Britain w.as carried 
into cffed, a fjrftem beneficial to both countries 
aiid eflfentially advantageous to the agriculture 

• of 


of this kipgdom. Some further fteps wcrt 
taken to check the ezcefliTe ufeof fpirituotrk 
fiquors, but a decided preference bad by pp 
|ncan$ been given to our breweries. 

Thx confequencc was, what might reafon^ 
bly have been expedled ; that the confumption 
of beer had . decreafed, and that of home fpi- 
qrits haid encreafed, and this will ever be the 
cafe, until all reftriflions are totally removed 
from the brewery. During this fcffion, opppfi* 
tipn was aa unfuccefsful as in the laft ; the 
place, penfion, refponfibility and police bills, 
were rejeflpd. 

It appeared that one eighth of the grofs re^ 
venue pf the kingdom, which confifted ^i 
i,66o,oool. was divided amongil members of 
parliament. One hundred and thirteen plaoi? 
men and penfioncrs were in parliament. By 
fuqh inftrumcnts, adminiftration was govern- 
ing the country, thro^ a fyflem replete with 
evil, and if not checked, will eventually over- 
whelm the conftitmion. 

There is no man capable of reflcAion, 
who does not fee this country vergii^g to fomc 
grand crifis ; we hppe, not to ^n union with 

3ri^in 
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Briuin nor yet to war, but to reformation, ef- 
ftCktd not bjr cbc violence of the people, but 
by their weight, operating on a conftitutional 
and parliamentary fcale. But (hould our 
repeated efforts to comroul the progrefs of 
uneonftitutional infl uence not fucceed, doubt 
and dark nefs cloud our future profpe^lr, and 
/danger and confufion may ulher in the next 
eentury. 

MoNKT refted upon paper, is the fuppon 
of our government ; ihould that fink under 
the hand of time, the government would va- 
nifh ; fo funk the government of France, be- 
caufe it relied not on the affedions of the peo- 
ple, but on revenue. Cicero enum^ates four 
modes of government; by affe6lion> confi- 
dence, admiraiioa and corruption. Our go- 
vernment it mufl be admitted, is not fupport- 
pd by the two firft modes : it excites no 
doubt admiration, but it is of that fpecies, 
which |)rofufiou ahd extravagance never fail 
to produce. 
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The mode of governing a country by cor- 
rtjpifon, is a weak and imprudent one, ua- 

ftable 
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ft^e as tho'papefy which is' itsmftruaK^t^' 
and fleeting as the i^feAibns <^'F tb£ proftuuiHft 
h buys. 

- . • ' * ... . . . 

Tr Ireland was a cipimtry, vigorous ia a 
.flDurilhing democracy, or an indcpendcn)t 
yeomanry, perhaps influence might then be 
.deemed expedient to countera£t the top higH 
):one of democracy. But the reverfe bjftin^ the 
iituation of the country> the pcceflity for a 
weight of influence in parjiament does not 
a:xift. 

* 

In the reign of William, the crown had 
no fway in parliament whatfbiever, and yet 
was in no danger. It was a weak defence 
in government, that^ they only did what 
their predeceflbrs had dope ; as well might 
the harlot defend her infamy by the prpfti- 
tution of her parent, or man his courage bjt 
.the tergiverfaiion of his father. 

Th£ progrefe of civilization, and that of 
knowledge, have encreafed t^ie- illumination 
of man, to tliat degree: that fiich miniilerial 

aTgumcnt^ 


\ 


Sinci the Rdvdlution. i^'j 

Hfgatnents inftcid 6f convincing tbc people, 
tend Only to cxcitfe tljcir ridicule ^md i'n-' 
;dignation. 

■ > ., ■ 
Awi> if govemnftnf be detertnincd to pcf- 

Ifevcre l?n their ufual mode of proceeding j 

fliey will find themfelves totally miftaken, 

tfsthey win be as incompetent to govern by 

fucb njodes as they have formerly purfued, 

as the mariner, ever accuftomed to peaceful 

Heas .never, ruffled by the ftorm, would, to 

guide his bark in the i^mmenfe and troubled 

ocean. 

It is with no lefs diffidence than pain, 
that we find ourfelvc? obliged to differ on 
the fubjeft of tithes, from a modern writer 
of acknowledged merit and talents. He pla^ 
ces tithes under thahead of injudicious taxes, 
operating as a clog to induftry, »nd an im- 
pediment ^o agriculture. 

We freely admit, that on a fuperficial 
view of the futjeft, tithes, appeared tons in 
the fame point of view ; but in condufling 
our refearches with that attention the impor- 

tai^ce 
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tance ofthefubjeA demanded, we are cttaf •> 
ly decided in opinion, that the abolition of 
tithes would ultimately, neither tend to the 
tmproTenient of the country, nor the benefit 
of the peafantry^ We appeal to the good fenf^ 
of the people of Ireland ; uoiild the peafainry 
of the country, be relieved an atom of their 
burthens, uere lands totally elcempt horn 
tithes ? 

The landlord would immediately avail 
himfelf of the exemption, by raiGng the rentSj 
and encreafmg hii rent-roll. And in what- 
ever mode the clergy would be provided fof 
by the legislature, the people Would ftiU be 
fubjeft to the pay tnent of the provifipn fub- 
flituted in the place of tithes, for the main- 
tenance of the clergy. 

* 

Tithe's, and the laws by which th^ have 
been eftablilhed and regulated, upon ;a cloft 
infpeflion, will appear to have been admira- 
bly well contrived for the fupport of the cler- 
gy, and the cafe of the people. By this 
mode of fubfiftence, the property of the clergy- 
nian rifes and falls, as is moft equitable, with 

that 
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that of his pariihoDcrs^ and bears a fair piro^ 
portiou to the progrefs or declenfion of the 
country. 

In ba4 feafons, the farmers fuffering tin- 
der the hardlhips of fcanty crops, are not 
burtbened with the payment of a fixed annu- 
al fum, as their quota to the clergyman ; but 
are called on, at their own option to pay a 
fum of money, as a moderate compenfation 
for the tenth part of fuch fcanty crops, or 
tb fet out to the parfon, the legal tenth part 
of the crop, beyond which no avarice of the 
clergyman, nor management of his farmers, 
nor pro^lors, can ever augment the amount 
of fuch tithes. 

Thus it becomes the parfon's private in* 
tereft to encourage and promote habits of 
temperance, induflry^ and fkill amongft his 
parifhoners ; and thus his fpiritual conne£l- 
ion with them, becomes ft rengthened, by the 
additional incitement _of temporal advan- 
tage. 


SpECULATlVF 
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SpECutArTivE w lifers h;ivepmpo fed fundry 
f>lans for the maintenance of the clergy, but 
they appear In general too vifionafy and flimfyjw 
to merit obfcrvaaon. Some have exprefled 
a wilh that the provifiop for the clergy Ihould 
be afceriaiii^ in, money from lime to time, by 
commiffioners, then prefcnted by grand juries, 
and apploi'ted and levied, is county charges 
and prefentments are at prefeat in tliis 
kingdom* 
• 

But wretched indeed would be the proper- 
ty and interefls of our clergy, and confe- 
quently our religion, if they were entrufled 
to interefied commiffioners, jobbing grand 
juries, and venal applotters, together with the 
various evils which fpread through the entire 
fyftem of grand jury legiflation aiid eleftioneer- 
ing finance. 

It is a well kno\yn faft,-that among the. real 
grievances of the diftrefled peafantry of Ire- 
land, the fharaeful and prodigal grants of 
their money, by the rural legiflators of their 
counties, to ihofe moft abandoned mifcreants, 
the profeffed road makers, bridge makers, and 
affidavit men, is one of the moft crying and 

moft notorious. 

The 
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The irfodcs pf applotment often add to the 
original burthen, the exa^iion of conftablcs 
under pretence of a delay of payment, are often 
cruel and oppreflive : and difputes, aniiuofity, 
and litigation, are thcconiiant confequences of 
the apportionment of thefe county charges. 

With the conviftion thai this is the true 
ftate of the cafe, it would be madnefs to 
adopt fo unpopular and fo deteftcd a niode of 
providing for the clergy, which would then 
become tenfold more oppreflive and detefted. 

The mode would prove highly injurious to 
the clergy whom we efteem, or at leaft affeft to 
efteem, and who moft unqueftiouably merit 
it. Itvcould alfo be a grievance and odious 
to that body of the people, whom we' either 
wifli.or afFcft to relieve Irom their prefent 
diftreffes. 

If the men of landed property in Jrel^d 
did not fuffer theirpaflion for foreign luxuries 
and Vices', to render it rieceffary to devife 
fchemcs for racking their tenantry, and raifing 
their lands to an attificialvalue; then might 
we Ihortly fee a* vigorous and flourilhing yeo- 
• Vol. 11. L manry 
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ry," and never hear ihe voice of tumalt or io- 
fiirrcdion, nor a murmur uttered againft the 
inftitutioQ of tithes. 

But unfortunately the thirft for gaming,, 
and various other infatiate arid -artificial 
wants, has reduced the landlord to conflder 
his eftate as his wares and merchandize ; and 
then with the fpirit of a pedlar, he vetaib them 
10 the higheft bidder ; kiiU i/J^ lachrymm. 

It is a> melancholy truth, that the ftate oC 
the peafantry in moft parts of Ireland id 
wretched in the ezti^eme. It i^ the bounden 
duty o£ the men oi* landed propeity to alle- 
viate the diftreflfes c^ the peafantry by all pof * 
fible meaas*} but unfonunately maay of the 
priticipal nobilky and gentry, do not refide 
9^ their eftatcs, and are therefore infenfible 
to the diftreflcs which they do not fee, and 
to which they flatter themfelves they do noi» 
adminifler any occafion. 

Many of therefident gentlemen unwillingr 
to Icffen their incomes, to check their pleafures^, 
or to admit the juftnefs of thofe complaints^ 
which they are not inclined to remove, have 

evinced 
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O^inced ft difpofuion not friendly to the rights 
of the eftabUihed clergy; and at all times, aad 
on all occalions, have contrived to dixninifti that 
xe(ped and reverence which all men, particu'* 
larly thofe of the lower order of the commu-^ 
nity fiiould be taught to entertai& for the func« 
lions, properties^ and perfons, of the roinifter^s 
of religion* The example of fiiperiors have 
a moft power f\il influence over the conduct of 
inferiors, whofe paffions are eafily inflamed 
ftnd whofe ignorance will not fufier them to 
difcern the artifices of thofe, whofe objeft 
is^ to lead them on to deflrudlion^ 

Galii^ANCfES tvejepdintedoiit, whith had 
no etiftence, or which, if exifting, might rea- 
dily have been removed by an appeal to the 
known law of the land ; but a furer method 
Was pointed otit by which the great purpofe 
might be accompliflied, and the confederated 
oppofers 6f the clergy be kept without the 
reach of fevere andte{)ital punifhmenti The 
fnifchief thus .encouraged, made a wide and 
rapid progrefs through the kingdom, even to 
the very Ihores of the Atlantic : like the Typhnt 
in the* Indian feas, which at firft appears as a 
fmall fpeckin the welh level with thehpri^Soni 

L a tl^eii 
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then gradually rifes to the zenith, and covetS 
ihe whole ocean with lightnings, ftorms, and 
xievaftation. : _ 

Among, the infurgents fomc men were 
Jound of lefs prinience and more aftive fpitits, 
than t.hofe cool fpecious nie,n, who by theif 
cunning had. planned, and by ihxxt <;onfe* 
quenc^had fupported the original difturban- 
ces iu.'the country. . Thus the aflor^ in the 
.tragic fgene becam(* regardlefs of the direc* 
tions of their refpedable promptersi' ^nd were 
hurried on by a barbarous impctuofity* 

Under pretence of redreffing grievances, 
private revenge was frequently gratified in xh^ 
moil dreadful ipanner. In the midnight hour^ 
armed parties marched from houfc to houfe,- 
and coUeded fire arms^ by menaces, by force^ 
and fometimes by torture ; they exaded heavy 
contributions from all defcriptions of people^ 
for the purchafe of ammnnidon, and the gene-* 
ral fupport of the common caufe ; they burned 
.the tithes of the clergy, and the hay-yards of 
fUch farmers ajshad dared to comply with the 
. Uws ; and they threatened the houfes of the 

cktgy 
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clergy, and of thofe. few magift rates, whp 
li«d meditated an aftivc oppofitipa tg their pro- 
ceedings, 

Whetheh the pcafamty are in th^iqfclves 
really irritated againft the clergy, or artfiilly 
mifled by cool and defigning ipen, wlipfe al^er- 
fion to all religion, pron^pts them to arm thr 
hands of the populace for .its firbverfioii , ; cr 
-whether there lufk^ in fecreu a. fixed inten- 
tion giaduiilly" to overturn all the orcteis ,of 
the ftate, and to begin with that, which > m 
theie days of religlousi indi0er.ence h^loaft 
advocates and ptot^^ors ^ the efifeils.are; un* 
doubtedly the fame, and all ranks of people 
arc now called upon^ when the magnktrde of 
the evil i& apparent, to exert their beft ion. 
deavours to check the progrefs. of the con- 
tagion. 

Those who have the apppointment of the 
magiftrates ought to ufe the utm6ft cautron 
in feleding honeft and independent men fbr- 
thisit order. If the magiftracy be pepmitted to 
^11 into contempt, and that tlie eiecution of 
the laws in the diftant couniies,^ far removed 
firom the fupreme courts smd the eye of go- 

lu 3f veijnmenv 
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vernment, be entrufted to ttj^ ignorant^ tHe 
fordid, the timid, the profligate, or the necef> 
iitous i the laws themfelves will be defpifed, 
abhorred, and at length oppofed, while dq;« 
verfal ruin muft inevitably enfue. 

The clergy are a clafs of people^ who from 
their education, their habits, and their profef- 
fion, are theleaftUk^ly tobe fubjed to the dif- 
boned and diflionourable pra£ticea of enfor-^ 
dng enormous exadions in the cafe of tithes, 
men whofe benevolence and charity ufually 
prompt them to a chearfiil relaxation from, 
and diminution of thd^ legal right^. 

Ok what ground then do the argument^ reft, 
which have been urged for the annifailation 
of the tithe fyftem ) On the unfupported aflfcr-i 
tions of men, whofe ignorance, prejadice;, 
turbulent difpofitions and a£^ions, entitle them 
to ho poffible degree of crecGt in the prefent 
cafe ; and if grievances a£)tuaUy exift in this 
point, can the legiflature receive infftlting 
propofnions, fir am ai noAurnal banditti, either 
a6luated by the in&tiiatibn of their own 
ininds, or guided by the fecret cbunfels of 
' men 
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floea in more elevated ranks, totally regardlefs 
of every thing but their own intereft, and the 
fxaltauon of the party to nvhich thcybclong ? 

Ik the northern parts of the kingdom, agi- 
tMor3 of public tranquillity have broke j^nt un- 
der various defignations, firft p^k-boyj8> right 
hofSj hearts of fteel, a][^d peep of day boys. 
Sonxe few years fince, the dregs of thofo iufnr- 
gents known by the name of hearts of fteel, 
frequently and w^monly infulted (he cjitholica 
when going to their devopon, and at burials, 
i^onfequently frequent riots enfued, and fome 
blood w as fpilt. T^ r^P^l thefe iofults and 
wanion attacks, the catholics a|rmed for the 
purpofe gf felf defence, from whence tjiey 
were denoipipat^d Defenders. Their oppo- 
pents chofr thp dawn of day, fcjr making 
thfir attacks on the houfes of the catholics, 
f^nd from thence wejre called Peep of day Boys. 
Their objedl at firft was to fearch for arn^s, 
|)ut from thfit, jhey proceeded to open Ta-^ 
pine, pillage, ^nd murder « 

These evils were fuffered tQ procccji to 
an alarming extent, either throujjb the' in- 
dolence, or defi^ of the ina|piili:ates, who, 

from 
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from their poverty might be induced to con- 
nive at tbefe meafures, in hopes, that when 
the alarm would reach the car of govern- 
ment, the police aft would be extended to 
that part of the kingdom under which they, 
or their creatures, might obtain appointments. 

We may reft fai^fied, thofe ctifturbancesr 
were fomented and cheriri:ed by the enemies 
of the catholic body, in order to render them 
completely odious in the eyes of govern- 
nieuL ; for furely it could not be the intereft 
of the catholics, when foliciting the legifla- 
ture for the repeal ofthe penal laws, to exaf- 
perate government by outrageous commo- 
tions. But the infatuated and deluded popu- 
lace were duped, and mifled by a fet of mif- 
creants, whofe objed it was, either to derive 
emolument from exciting infurre£lions, or 
toftamp the catholics with infamy and dif- 
grace. 

But it is moft devoutly to be wiihed, that 
the infernal prompters of a wretched and mif- 
guided people, may fliortlj'' be dragged into 
open day, and there meet that ignominious 

' fate, 
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fate, to which their foditious co%iifel« and 
alctfUl aiadhiBationB,*have recently brought 
many unfortunate victims. 

r ♦ 

It gave every liberal ihind jnuch fatisfac- 
tipn to fiadstbat the ijTcech from the throne 
at the opening of this fdfion, recommended 
to. the attention of parUamcnt, the fituatioa 
of. the Roman catholics : tb* loyalty land 
good <:oadu<Jl of that people, were rapidly 
removing the prejudices of the conftituent 
body, and there could be no doubt, that 
his njajerfty's recjdmmendation would have 
infinite .weight, not only with parliament; 
but with alt ranks of the oommunity. 

The lituation, h6wever of the country wati 
truly alarming, but it was the obvious and ^ 
natural refult of his majefly's minillers- The 
men who bppofeU the liberty of Ireland in 
1782, were made our minifters. Ireland af- 
tervO^ards forgave them, but they did not for- 
give the country, they attempted to put down 
the conftitution, and were npw endeavoui- 
ing to put down the government. 

• . • • ^ : • ' -^ '. ., . - ' 

• * Our 


*» 


170 A Vif(v of Jriftf Affairs 

Ova fyflem of goYcrnmem bordered on tar 
fatuatioc. Foreiga rievolutioos had, no doubt 
^ powerful effcA on domefttc difcontcnts. Yet 
the caufes of tbcrp, were laid by minifters, 
who might bavp feea the ftate of foreign 
politics, and have forefeen the great influence 
of that ilate on 4^°^^^^^ diforders. Thus 
the country by a courfe of bad management' 
was brought back to that fiate of difcontent 
andjealoufy, wbich in 1782, produced h|§ 
IQajeflty's gracious inter p<^fit|oi}. 

The Frencb levellers deftroyed tbc noblK^ 
(y and the throne to ere A the defpotifm of th<^ 
people. Bqt Isi(b levellers had endeavoured 
to dcftroy the power and credit of the lord^ 
and common^, to e^e^ t^e defpot^fq of t^e 
throne. 

Thi conduft of our minifter^j w^th refpefit 
to our catholic brethren, was \i\ naany inftan- 
ces extremely erroneous, in thf courfe of 
laft Sutnmcr. The moft unfortunate, wa< 
their interfering with gr^nd juries, againft 
the catholics, becaufe they gave falfc hopc^ 
tQ the proteftants, at the faqjje t^n^^e th^t tbey. 
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ifrcre exciting falfe fears againft the catholics^ 
and they took the lead in fomenting a religi- 
ons war. 

Thi refnlt of this interpofiiion of our mi- 
xufters was, that they totalljr loft the coii- 
£deiice of the catholics ; wherefore, the ca- 
tholics held a convention at Dublip, compo- 
fed of delegates, from all p^rts of the king- 
dom. They framed a wife and temperate ad- 
drefs to his majcfty, ftating their grievanceSt 
aiid praying his majefty's interference with 
parliament, in their behalf^ His majcfty 
gracioufly liftcned to tlieir addrefs, ^nd pro- 
miled to recommend their cafe to his Irifh 
parliament, and he fulfilled his promife, ^s 
fully appeared from the fpeccli at the com« 
piencemcnt pf this feffipn. 

It is the felicity of this ifland, that, bow- 
ever we may require to reform abufes, we 
ar|B not no\y, to feck for a conftitution. We 

r 

have a limited monarchy, the beft form of 
government for rational and parable liberty. 
It is a fortunate circumftance attending that 
monarchy, that the title of the family on the 
throne, is interwoven with the afTurances of 

otjir 
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our.title-o/ liberty ; and npw the king Mm* 
felf comes as the fecond deliverer, of his peo- 
ple : this we truit the Roman Catholics will 
not forget, jior that the parliamentary perfecu^ 
tk)asagainfl thein, which had been 'unremitting 
fincc the revolution, have ceafed from the 
commencement of the reign of George III. 
wh9 was the firft prince on the throne fince 
the imp^fition of the penal ftatntes that ven- 
tured to reconlnuexid their loyalty, and griev- 
5piccs tOi the coinfidcration of their country- 
men* Wherefore, they are in gratitude bounds 
to be the prop of his crown, and the fuppprt 
ef our excellent conftitution. And it is fcaroe*» 
ly poffiWe that they can ever for a moment 
be' unmindful of what they owe to theii: be,r 
neficent fovcreign. 

It would be doing injuftice to the catholics, 
X^ot to mention, that they to a man, abhor 
.^he late proceedings in France. They never 
ma^ke the condud of that unfortunate and infa- 
tuated country, the theme of their praifc ; they, 
have held no political correfpondence with 
foreign powers, nor rejoiced iji the faccef- 
les that gave impupity to. ruffiajQS, who mur- 
dered their ill-fated and innocent prince ; a. 

prince. 
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prince of integrity^ uminftuted with ambi- 
tion, and whofe afliocs tvere onljr impro** 
per, when under the influence of thofewh© 
pofiefled lefa rcditude than hiinlel£ 

With rcfpeft to the French revolution, 
the overthrow of defpotifm was to every ho- - 
ncft man, an objedl of admiration. But 
the fubfequent conduft of France, was nei- 
ther an objed of admiration nor imitation-; 
it was in overthrow of theories, and a con- 
fufion of principles, a frantic and impraciiA 
cable purfuit. 

^T this period, the conduft of adminiftration 
indicated an alarm, and marked an appre- 
henfion of danger from within or from with- 
out. We were actually on the eve of a war 
with France, at fuch a moment it behoved 
bur parliament to exhibit undoubted proofs to 
the nation of their integrity, virtue and energy. 

Tnp public mind w^as deeply difgufted, and 
the caufe of dilcontent had diflufed itfelf 
through the nation. ' It was generally believ- 
tdy that although the adiiiiniftration had pro- 
mi fed 
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mifed (tfconomy, it had really pradtifcd pro* 
fufioQ ; ihat the public money Had been lavifh^ 
cd and ibe taxes that were wrung from the 
vitals of the poof had been bellowed upon the 
indolent and wealthy : it was alfo belie ved» 
that our rcprefentatives were purchafed with 
the public money to fell their conftituents^ 

Whsreforx fince public pifofuiion wa< 
one of the great caufes of genetal difcontent, 
public oeconomy was the only meafure to 
remove that fource of difcontent from the 
minds of the public. All real grievances 
(hould be redrefled, and no benefit withheld 
from the nation which ought to be granted m 
ity for the caufe mufl be aboli(hed before it is 
poffible to remove the public difcontent. 

OpR public taxes ought to be impofed upon 
the proper fubje^Sls of taxation, and folely ap* 
pKed to the honefl purpofes of the ftate. No 
civil nor political benefit, enjoyed by Great 
Britain fhould be denied to Ireland ; and our 
conftitution Ihould be ^rendered equal to that 
of hcr*s, in all its properties, privileges, and 
jproteftion. We have heard it juftly faid by 
a . diilinguilhed charadei; in the fenate, in 

fpeakin| 
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fpeaking o£^ Great Britain and Ireland e^ual 
""^ dangers and equal benejits* Let Ireland 
^* ihare in all the perils of England, and in 
" all the bleffings Ihe enjoys*'. We mull be 
tbeir equals in misfortune ; and why ihould 
"we be their inferiors in happinefs? The 
fituation of the empire and the tepaper of 

the time^, are but ill fuited to the refiifal of 
all jufl and tempei'ate demands on behalf of 
the people* 

Hsis the true friend of the government, 
who would remove every caufe of difcontent 
from the minds of the people ; and the govern- 
ment, which refills fuch meafures, adopts the 
moil efieAual means to weaken and deftroy 
itfelf- It is in the power of parliament to 
give ^mple fitisfaftion to a brave, loyal, and 
generous people, by rcdrefling all their wrongs, 
and gratifying all * tfecir juft defires, for the 
bulk of the Irifh nation are neither unrcafou- 
ablc,nor feditious,they love their kitrg, admire 
the conftitutioii and wifh only to purify and 
preferve it. 
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CHAP. OClil. 


^hc Suhjc£ls of a mote equal ReprefinMtion of 
People in ^ Parliament introduced hy Mr. Wil^ 
Ham Pon/pnby-^^Jn addrefs of Tlmnks prefent-' 
ed by the Houfd of Commons to the. Lord Lieu* 
tenant for his Proclamation of the ^th of De-- 
cember, \^ gz for difperftngalf unlawful AJfem- 
hlies and prefnting Seditious Affociations — The 
Catholic Bttfinejs introdu^ied by Secretary Hb- 
iart and the Bill in their favour candied— Mr. 
Xirattan*s Rejolutions relative to Parliafnentary 
Reform^, gqt rid of on an > Amendmeht of the 
• Qiancelhr of the Exchequet — His^Majefty comr 
municates his Intentions relative to Frdnce, to 
the Parliament of Ireland — Their firm deter^ 
mination to Support his Majefiy in the War — 
State of the Country as to its Finance — Mr. 
Porbes^ S.Bill for limiting Pcnftons adopted hy 
.the ChanctlJor of the Exchequer-^ A pUce BHly 
alfo the EJlabliJhment of a Treafurj ,Board-^ 
An a6t for Pr eventing Conventions or other 
unlawftd Afemblics — An inquiry into the 
amount of the Population of ir eland — A Short 
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ktvirdu of the State of the Empire from the 
Reign of William to the Tear 1790, and front • 
thai to 1 ^^^-^Eefledibns which naturally N^ 
fult from the nature of the work and the deli^ 
tacy of the undertaking^-^The happy State 6f 
Ireland when eoinpared with other Countries 
ind its own former Situations 

1^' , ^in H A 1* abufcs have crept 
A- D. 1*7^^. J^ into the fyflem of our par- 
liamentary reptefentaiion are acktiowledged 
tiniverfally By every member of the com- 
m unity* Witb i view to remedy thefe abufes, 
early in this feffion> Mr- William Ponfon-^ 
by fubmitted a propofal to the houfe, for 
a more equal. refMrefentatio'n of the people 
in pari lament. 

The Ponfonby family have frequently 
made facrifice? to the country.. In the 
year 176$, tt^y and their connexions, 
were deprived df all. their emoltiments for 
fupporiing thd privileges of the houfe againff 
an altered nidney bill. And in 1789, they 
wcfe alfo diifmiiled from, their employ ment€» 
f9r defending tne privilegje» of psirliamrat 
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againft an. unconftitutional attempt of the vite 
rby, ahd this was the third tfme in which they 
advanced to furrender great power, and 
all thipit monopolies to the good of the llate. 

Such family facrifices t6 the public weaU 
juftly entitle them to thethank^of the commu- 
mty, and add to that refpeftabiUty^ which 
they fo eminently derive frpm their property, 
charader, talents, and integrity. A commit- 
tee was immediately appointed, to enquire 
into the flate of the reprefentaiion of tne 
country. . ^ 

At the clofe of the preceding year, the lord 
Jieutcnant and, privy council, had ifliied a pro- 
clamation for difperfmg all unlawful alTem- 
blies, and for preventing feditious aQTociations. 
This was occafioncd by fomc modern volun- 
teer corps who had made ufc of difaffe£led 
eitiblems. Thefe were univerfaHy deprecated 
in the ftrongcft terms and ought 'certainly to 
be oppofedi'^but the old' volrintcers fhould 
by no means be implicated in the charge- 

The proclamation arraigned a body of men 
wbotn it defcribed to be an aflbciation af- 
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famitig devices and emblems of difafieAion* 
But the miuider bad applied that to the volun* 
tecrs of the city and county of Dublin, andua^ 
dcr that colour difperfed theim This certainly 
was impolitic, as a line of diflind^ion fhoul4 
have been draw between the old volunteers and 
the modern ones known by the appellation of 
National Guards. 

All addrefs of thanks was unaniniouily 
agreed to by the houfe and was prefented to 
Ifis excellency the lord lieutenant for com- 
mufiicatitig to parliament the above proclama**. 
tion, and for the vigilance and attention 
which his excellency had manjfcfted, to pre* 
fervc the public tranquillity; and in applaud* 
ing the i^ifdqm of his excellency, in fepa* 
rating thofe who fo laudably affociated fot 
the purpofes of defending this country, from 
foreign invafion« from thofe whojfe declared 
objcdJs were tumult^ difaffedlion, and fediiipn, 
and to affure his excellency that they would 
concur in fuch meafures, as would carry the 
laid proclamation into efre£l. 

When the volunteers received the thanks 
af parliamenr^ in the year 1779, the otjefil 
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was to attach them to the parliameDt ; aud 
the obje6l was a right one. But that now 
carried, was certainly to detach them ivom 
the parliament. The miniftcr, in the procla- 
matioQ, did not venture to- arraign the old vo- 
lunteers, neither did he attempt to arraigt^ 
them in the addrefs, approving of the procla- 
mation ; <M} the contrary, they were oBjedU of 
commendation in both. But when he fpoke, he 
departed from the addrefs and proclamation,- 
and propofed fuch an interpretation of both, 
as would enable him to difperfe the old vo- 
lunteers under the feemiag fandion. of par-' 

ft 

liament.^ 

Thus he made the houfe, at once pratfe ther 
old volunteer corps and then put fuch a com* 
ment on that praife, as amounted to a p]H>- 
pofal to difperfe them fbrdifafieAion.- 

Ksvsit fioce the wvorution was there as 
time, when more prejudice prevailed agakift 
the catVoIics than lail feffion of parliament. 
But a favourable change of d^fpofition had 
ndw manifefted itfelf, (imply arifing from the 
change of the times. Every rational proteftant 
now faw the utter impoflibility of maintaining^. 

a mo^ 
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H monopoljr pppofit? tcvrcafon, to the bulk oi 
the people, and the iuclination of the fovf- 
reign. The (:on4u£t pf the catholics had 
proved, that th<jjr were perfedtly attached to 
the conftuution, and at this period merited 
every W?oynigeg^pt parUanjifat poul4. 
beftow, 

, Whbrkiorb, in purdiance of his majefty*s 
recommendation, fecrdtary Hobart introduced 
his bill for their relief. The outlines of which 
were to grant an unlimjited extenfion of the 
right of ff anchife, and to effeduate this purpofe, 
it was ni^ceflkry tq repeal the firft of George 
|L by which Roman Catholics would not be 
permitted to vote in cities and towns corporate 
for magiftrates. The next part pf it was to re- 
peal the iixth of Anne, fo far as it. prohibits 
papifts from being grand jurors, unlefs there 
are not a fufiicient number of Proteftant free- 
holders to ferve. The next was to repeal the 
twenty-ninth of George II. fo far as allowing 
a challenge againft any papift on a petty-jury, 
|n caufes whei« a prpteftant and papift arc thq 
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It ailfo propofed that his majefty fhould be 
inippwcrcd and author ifed, to enable th^ 
Roman Catholics to endow a college or unU 
▼crfity, and fchools* It alfo propofed that the 
laws which prefventcd catholics from carrying 
arms, ihould be fo far repealed as to per font 
poflcffing a certain degree d# property. 

' Mr. Secretary Hqbart faid that it was in 
tl>e contf^pUtion of the Engliih government, 
to admit Rcimfn C^halics to bear commiffioBs 
In the ar^ny gftd navy, and that in due tt^ftie, 
rocafures ifix the fao^t purpofe would be pro- 
pofed ^^re/wbea a eommunication witb iho 

EngUfti govieri;iinoat Ihouid have baeu had, onr 
that point, 

Ix W4S wiftiqd that Roman Catholics m%bt 
be enabled to hold «vil oiSces, but in tkat 
•inftance nq^eflkry U^jitatiom would have becti 
expedient, ^oma^ Gatholic& laboured flill 
under foniefevcruiea with tefpeA toperfooal 
property, and.as theft ffcemed toexrft from 
inadvertence, h^ pcopofed to r^pe;al thera. 
Another material point in, hi« propofitionswas, 
that the executive government mig .c be -ena- 
bled to grant commiffions of the peace to Ro- 
man G;nhQlics, 

It 
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It has always been our. attibkion, |o codlt 
tribute our humble mhe to every meafurCy 
which in its operation might tend to make the 
Proteftant and Catholic coalefc.e into.anoinited 
people^ at kaft while they regulated their reli* 
gious worfliip under whatever differ^t fqrvy^ 
or jnbdes they pleafed, ^t^hey Should cogcvrr jij 
an ardent devotion to thi?ir commpu co^ntjry, 

Wb have long wifhed that the time was 

** 4» ■ ^ . . . * . » 

/rome, which would form a newser^4n the 
Jiiftory of oiir country, in which religiqus 
d^flentiQn (hould be loft in civil operation, in 
which comunity ofjoterefls and reciprocal 
good offices, fhould fQ<» , put prgudiccs and 
piiUe oiij: hearts. . 


. J ' u ■ ,' ' . ' ••^- •■ 
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But until the enlightened ij)irit of Ijib^yM^ 
fJolicy had gtye^ a^jprpgrefs to thcfe rational 
difpofitlon3, . a communication of pplitica]^ 
power could notbeexpedled, for reconcil'^uoii 
muft precede union, and affimilatipn before 
incorporation. It' muft be admitted by every 
one convcrfant in hiftoiy, that viplent and 
fidderi change? of power ^d property, 
Vh^th^r the pa^i^es b^vc b«cft divided by 

religious 
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l^igioos or political diflentions, have aU 
yny% beea 4ugerou$ and generally fatal xq 
thcftitc. 

Th« truth itj thofe whp'h^ye been accuf? 


l\ V,- '.^ 


tooted to power, cannot bes^r the privation o« 
faddea dimiiiTitiou of it with patience ; and 
thole anacciiftomed to jt, will not exe^dfe it 
with prudence, it btheprogrefaof timealone« 
that caia reconcile and af&milate, and it is the 
progrefs of afife6lion * 4one ths^t can regulate 
thofe paffibns which make onQ fide intemperate 
and the other intolerant, Z' ' 
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It muft be admitted that th«rc have been er- 
rors on both ficles. Which ought now to be for- 
gotten, and buried in olbfUyion, never to rife 
again. The old dangt-r? Oif popery which 
were ufed to alarm the proteftant$, are for 
ever eitinil, and every benefit now confer- 
red on our catholic brethren, ought to operate 
is ah adduibnal plecigcof their afiedion, and 
as a hoilage for their fidelity* ' 


The loyalty of the cathojics/for a ce;xtury. 
entitled ttfem to thofe great and important con- 
(jofllo^ns, the legiflaturc was now ready to con^ 

' fer 


fcr upcrn them. The Hiftory of EngUn^, hf^ 
bfw Somcfinlle t difXemiQg clergymib, as fair 
and tcmpcfAte 4 ^Ofk as ever was perufed :^ 
^ben 'fpeakiQg pf James IL he fay^ that though 
h(r kept yp a^ confid^rable correfpondence and 
had adurances of aiTiftance from m^y per- 
fons in £nglapd» yet aoiongft all his papers, 
there never appeared any otfef of fuppon or 
invitation (after the anic^Ies of Limerick had 
been figned) to the abdicated monarch, from 
the Roman Catholics of Ireland;^ who had dope 
fo much in his caufip, 

This is a tcftimony in fayqtir of catholicity, 
y^hich we truft will ha^ a due effe<l on cbc 
fufpicions and jealo^fies of many of piir pro- 
t^ftant brctbteri, Wp Jievqp, fmlce the revo- 
lution^ httt heard of any fifing or intended 
rifing among the Roman Catholics ; lor the 
fsxcefies of the lower orders capnot be con-r 
^dered as an infurreSion^ 

Before Ix>rd Chefterfield came to Ireland, 
|io man was more prejudiced againft the catho-r 
lies than he was, particularly from what h^ 
had heard eonceruing them in England, If he 
^cmmons wiftied to ilrengthen the hands of 

Ilpvcfnpaent 
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^"VfcriimtJnt' by violent* irieafures againft*'Ro- 
iti'an CitKof ies ; tttey were bppofed* h^ tlic 
tmmed'iate ffienas of govefnmeiit'.^Ti par- 
Jiahient, and when the lord lieutenant waij. 
urgecT by tfie dangers of popery, he delated 
Jie knew IJ'ut of one dangerous papift in the 
lyholfe Country, a' very beautiful young lady 
of that perfuafion^ 

NoTHiMG l^ut ^a retro!^;^ to their goo4 
condudV for 50 years before, coul^d have in: 
fpired Lofd Chefterfield y9'}\\i this confidence, 
|nd if bo cqiild confide in. them on fifty years 
cxperif i^e, much f^e pnght y/e aftet the 
Upfe of more than cctitury^ A%f ni&oy 
long/ uninteneftii^. a.n4 defultof jr dfebatcs, 
Mr . Secretary Hqbart's bill in fayont of thf < 
Roman Catholic^ was carried } ^; mtzSnift' 
which muft afford %tisfa£lidn tb eVery^^ood 
citizen, and ought to fatiisfy the catholics. 
The wealth, profpexity and happine& of thf 
nation will be the refult of fticb liberat aad 

* 

prudent conceflionsi Fcir it is an biilorical 
truth that cannot be impeacbfd; that all 
the misfortunes of Ireland have oi*||ihHted' 
frpnv the j^ifun^Pb of it^^ iiihabjtams-; th^t. 
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^ 11$ fooft » the nidoQ htd become nmted; the 
gxeat objeiSa of .tibeitf b^d been sttaiaed, 
biA eathoifc cnuiBoipatiofi had always beea 
the eavncft of inih frt cKtom, 

TnK uBamuiky th«t, cocioeded thefe pro* 
grcffive acqiiifiiions to.cath(dicuy, has fiamp* 
ed a double ^aluc on the thing conferred, 
an unanimity which is the certain fymptom 
ofdepartiiig prejudices, and the token of re- 
turning aSeftion, the gracioufnefs of con- 
ceffion on one fidCx will, y^c hope be followi- 
cd by a grateful acceptance on the other, a 
condu£l which muft terminate inacoolmuni- 
cation of interefts and afie^^ions between the 
fubje£ls of a long divided kingdom, 

ft 

Ireland in coufequence ofthefe faluta- 
ry meafures, will fhortly take her place ia 
the gr-eat' rankr of nations, aud in every con- 
flict with our enemies, the arm of the fove- 
vereigti', will be pervcd w|ih-the ftrength of 
his' people. 

• 

Mr. Grattan read the following refolu 
tloos bifotc the committee appointed toen- 
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quire into tbe fiate of tbe reprefeQtatioi|v^ 
of the people id parlianienr« '^ Refolved that 
5^ the repr^feqtjition of the people is aueucte4 
f w|th great a^d. be^vy. charges, aad pay« 
i^ mcDt^, iQ confeqmence of eleflioDs and re« 
** turns of members to fervc in parliament, 
t' aad *^¥ f^i^ fi^t^ufei^ ought to be i^bolilhed. 

** REsoi^vfp, that pf the thre<r hundred mem- 
^ bers elefted to ferve in parliament, the coun- 
ties and counties of citieti anfftQWHs, toge- 
ther with the univerfity, return eighty four 
f' members, and that the remaining tWohuur 
^* dred and fixteen are yeturiied by borough^ 
f* an4 nj^oors " 

•5 Rbsolvkd, that the ftate of the reprefenta- 
f tiou of the people in parliament, requireji 
** amendment." 

Mr. Grattaij then moved thefirft, whicl^ 
vrasoppofed by tl^e chancellor of the exche- 
quer , on accot^Qt of the danger of teach- 
ing the public to defpife tl^e m^femt fyftem., 
before a better one was provided j and by 
way of amendmc^t, hf moved 'the following 
refolution. 

" Resolvei), that under the pxefeztf fyfc 
^, |em of reprefentiaion, the privileges of the 
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1* people, the trade, and the profpcfity of thef 
" couutl^y, have greatly encrcfafed, and that 
** if any plaa be produced. likely to eaereafe 
'' thofc advantikgtt, and not bayard what we 
^ already poflefs, k ottght to be taken into 
'' the mod fetious eonnfideration* The amend- 
meat was carried by a confiderable majority ; 
xhus the original motion was loft. 

Mr* HoBA^t oYi the 1 6th. of Febfuaty dr- 
livefed a meflage to the houfe of commbti*- 
from his majefly, relative to France, His ina- 
jefly informed the houfe, that the aflcmbly 
bow ezercifing the powers 6f government in 
that country, without previous noiJcc, had 
direded afls of hoftiUty to be totamitted 
dgainft the peffons and pfopeftj^ of his rna-^ 
jetty's fubjefis, in breach of the law of nation* 
ihd of the moft pofiiive ftjpulaiiotis of ti^eaty. 

ITkus, under fuch circumftanc^cs, his majef^ 
fy&ad taken the neceffaty fteps to maintain 
i^e fionour of his crown ; and to vindicate • 
r^ iligftts of his people, ai^d that hi^ majef- 
ty relied uith confidence, on tite fitm anrf* 
effedual fupport of the commons, and the 
zeal of a brave and loyal people, in profecu- 
ting a juft and neceflary war^ and in endea-^ 

vouring 
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vouring to oppofe an efleduai barrier to the 
further progrefs of a fyftcm, .which (Irikes at 
the purity and peace of indepeiadeM Ba- 
tioD^jfLDd which has been purftied in open de- 
fiance of every principle of moderatidD^ good 
faith, "humility, and jufticc/' 

An humble addrefs in purfuance of hi4 
oieflfage was acceded to, by the houfe ex* 
preflrve of their hearty concurrence in the 
profecution of the war, and ofth^re&S«^ 
tual fuppport on the occafion. 

If we pauie for a moment, to take a view 
of the. country, at the commencement of the 
French war, we will find fjfom the receipts 
and difburfements of the nation at Lady Day 
lafl, that the country was going on in the 
moil profperohs manner, her trade encreaf* 
ing, and her revenue's rifing ; but from 
that period, trade had drooped, and there 
was an aAual deficiency in revenue, owing 
much to the difturbed ftate of the public 
mind, aind the decline of trade occafioned by 
bigli and enor m^His taxes. 


^^ 
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As the natioaal rcvcDiic had dwrcafcd, tjhe 
national cxpence bad encrcafed- Bread mo- 
ney lately gi anted to the army, canals %nd' 
bounties on corn, together with the cncrcafe 
in thcfifhing bounties, with public, buildipgs, 
and a Variety of other circumftances cont-. 
tribnted to make a coqlider^^ble deficiency io. 
the revenue- 

The army was now to be eircreafed, the 
country to be put into a ft ate of defence, 
and a militia to be arrayed, and former de- 
ficiencies to be made. good. 

It appeared by the ftatemint of the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer^ (hat his demands 
on the country this year amounted to 950,0001. 
by loan already granted 20o,ooot. bythe new 
loarv moved for 256,000!. for the miliifa 
300,000!.' and by the fum iflbed in fupport 0/ 
mercantile credit 200,000!. 


Thb liOOjOOpl. Ufodd to fu'pport the mer- 
cantile credit of the country, we will con- 
fidcr as money, advaneed, whi<*h miy pro- 
bably be returned ; b^ for the pipefem thflt 

advapc^ 
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advaidc^ Operated ad much t^ the public in* 
coQvenieneei as if it never were to be re-t 
turned 

A ve&ir gttii defatcation lad taken place 
in the Revenue, that for fome months In the' 
port of Dublin, it had aor flrodaced a fingle 
fhilliag to the treafuryjthc whole produce 
of it being fcat^cely fufficient to pay the offi- 
ters of the cuftom houfei 

A GSNtRAL tankruptcj^ would have per- 
vaded the commercial parts of the com- 
miUDity» iinlefs government had iflTued mo-^ 
ney in fupport of commercial credit. It 
was now evident, that in this year, the king* 
dom was to be burthened with upwatds of a 
milliou extra, at a time when the revenue, qf 
out metropolis was not fufficient to pay its 
officers. At this time commeicial calamity 
was general throughout the kingdom, and it 
was in vain • to hope, that any parliamentary 
grant, would completely remedy it, as the 
whole revenue of the kingdom would fcarce* 
ly be fufficient for ihat.purpofe. 


Ok 
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On tbis occfafion, the prudence of the cbaa^ 
ccllor of the exchequer was highly to be ap« 
plauded. He did every thing on this try^ 
ing emergency that a real afiedion for the 
country could eflfeft, to fervc the credit and 
commerce of the nation ; and his candour 
was fuch,, that he promifed as far as in him 
lay, to malce erery neceflfary reduction and 
r^renchmeut ia the public expenditure. He 
admitted the principle of Mr* Forbes*s pen* 
fion bill, by which the peniion lift was to 
be limited in future to 8o>oogI. per annum. 

The chancellor of the exchequer propofed 
to introduce a bill to eflfeft this meafure^ 
which would not only drminlih the inflnence 
of the crown, but be a confider^le faving 
of the public money. He however declared^ 
that, at a time when a retrenchment of the 
public expcnce was to be made ; it would be 
neceflary to provide a civil lift for his ina- 
jefty in lieu of his hereditary revenue. 

It wa$ intended, that the quantum of the 

civil lift, fhouldbe fpecific, and granted for 

life, which would prevent an augmcntatioti 
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.of expciicc. Another objeft was, that pen- 
.fioncrs during plcafurc, or for a terra of years, 
.were not to be eligible to fervc in parlia- 
ment in future. 

By Sir John ParnellV intended amriprc- 
ment, it appeared, that the amount of the civil 
lift to be granted his majefly, including^ the 
8o,oool. for penfions, would amount ro 
ao7,GOoI, annually. His majefty bad confented, 
that the hotife, when providing a civil eAa-- 
bliftiment, for the fupportof his crown and 
dignity, (hould make fuch ufe of the heredi- 
tary revenue, as might be thought neceflary. 

TfiE Irifli parliament acceded to a con- 
firmation of tbe charter of the Eaft India 
company^ in which they were warranted ful- 
ly by the coftceffion of an unreftrained ^^t^ 
India trade. The Britilh parliament had 
recently palfed an a£l to permit goods of Afia, 
Africa, or America, legally imported into 
Ireland, to be imported from thence itito 
Great Britain. So far a friendly difpofition 
appeared in the parliaments of both king- 

. doma^ 
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kingdoms, lb ftrengthen theit cohneflion by 
'imutual afls of fconceflioiiv 

And although a refponfibiliiy bill and the 
abolition df the police inftitution had mifcarri* 
ed, yet a penfion and place bill had been car- 
ried ; which certainly were acquifitions of 
confiderablc importance to the welfare and 
happinefs of the kingdom. 

. Having given government due credit ftr 
the wife meafures attended to, we wifti we 
could beftow fimilar praife on lue inftitution 
of the new treafury board. Seven thoufand 
.pounds per annum, were granted to two vice 
treafurers refident in England, by way of 
^compenfatidn fpr bringing home thofe offices. 
,This added to feven or eight thoufand pounds 
.anuustJ flipend to be given to the commiffio- 
-n^rs of the new treafury, would make the 19- 
•iftitution ftandthe public in fifteen thoufand 
J)Ounds a year: 

. B£siDK this; the places that had been 

.irre^ted by the marquis of Buckingham, in 

lieu of treafury offices^ amounting to .three 

thoufand pounds per annum, might fairly be 

N % addcfd 
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tilded to the ^Rimate. Thus the whole coil 
of the new board, would flaad the nation in 
not lefs than eighteen thoufand pounds a 
year. 

If ever there was a timej when redu£lion 
of eicpence, and a ftrong governntent were 
neceflary, this was the time, and that flrength 
in government, could not be obtained but by 
aftrong treafury, and a ftropg trcafury can 
only be procured by means of o&conomy ; but 
never fuch oeconomy as this. 

This board had not been perfeflly affimi- 
fated to that of Great Britain. It appeared to 
be an inefficient board, preCding only, over 
the iflues of the public money from the trea- 
fury, without a ftiadow of refponCbility, or 
cOntroul, to enforce the payment of balances 
in the liands' of colleftors. The treafury 
ooard might indeed examine the vouchers of 
the public accounts, but into the juftnefs of 
the various expences, they never enquired. 

In the Englifh bill, the treafury board was 
veiled with a power, to enforce the due collec* 
tion of the revenue, and to take care, that the 

colleflors paid in regularly what they colle^l* 

cd. 
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cd. 'The benefit of this regulation in Eng- 
land, had been found ineftimable. Though 
this revenue was more than 3,700,000!, yet in 
twenty five years, there was loft by the failure 
of coll?dlof s, not more than three thoufand 
pounds ; whereas in Ireland, though our reve- 
nue was not one third of that of England, 
{here was loft in the faras period, a fum of 
107,0001. 

« 

It perhaps may ht faid, that the circum- 
ftances of the two countries were different, 
and prevented fimilar modes from being a« 
dopted in b^th. However^ the year 1787 pro- 
duced an example of the prafllc^bility of en* 
forcing the payo^eat of colleftor's balances; 
for in that year, the balances were reduced 
from i07,oQoL to a6,oQol. in confequence of 
the wife regulations of ;he lords juftices. 

Bu r however nccefRry and falutary thofc 
oeconomic meafures were at the prefent crifis, 
yet they were rejcfted, wherefore, our treafury 
board bad two much the appearance of a job, 
and the whole of the bufinefs feemed to be a 
mere collufioD, 

Am a^ pafTed this feffion to prevent tbe elec- 
tion or appointment of delegated n^eetings or 
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Other unlawful aflemblies, under pretence of 
preparing or piefenring public petitions or 
other addrefles to his majefty or the parliament. 
Mr/Grattan ftrenuoufly oppofcd the p^fliiig o J 
the convention bill. He faid the* bbje£l of it 
was not, the peace of the kingdom, but re- 
fleftion on the volunteers and other great ba- 
idies and the gratification of fplecn at the exr 
^ence of the confutution, by voting falfe 
doflrine into law, and the brighter paOTages of 
our hiftory into unlawful allemblies. He op- 
pofed it, becaufe he conceived it to beJevellec| 
againft all popular delegation in time to come, 
and he confidered it an attack on the princi- 
pies of liberty. He faid, it feemed to be conit 
pounded of a diflike to tht people in general-, 
^nd the Catholics in particular ; a concern, of 
'ytall acqnifition, and a prefent apprehenfion 
of a parliamentary reform. It availed iifelf pf 
the prefent panic to trench on popular rights, 
:and it found " fupport in fanguine but Wibak 
jiiinds, who knew there was adifeafe, but ha4 
'not fenfe fufficient to discover the remedy ; 
and thought, that in time of local difturbance, 
•the remedy was ia bill, not againft the pariicu- 
lar difturbance, but againft liberty and the 
people. He faid it was a facrifice made to 
;:• ' ' • . - . •; . ' / peace 
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peace ^whea liberty became the victim. That 
the bill was nothing lefs thaa a dircvSl attack 
on the vital principles of the conflitution ; as 
it ftruck at the root of the liberty of the fub-. 
jcA, and at the means by which the people at 
any time might affcrt their liberty. If the bilL 
only tended to prevent reprefentative bodies 

from aflumiug fundions peculiar to parlia-. 
mem, it would have been unobjeilionable. 

A WISE and falutary law paQed this feflion, 
for effe£tually preventing, during the prcfcnt 
war betwecfn Great Britain and France, all 
traiterous correfpondence with his majefty's 
^nemie^, orgiv^og them any aid or afliftance ; 
alfo an afl, to remove fome doubts, refpedling 
perfons in office, taking the facramental tcft, 
intended for the relif fof the proteftant diflent- 
ftf thekingdom* 

The MiliLia Bill, was another wife and 
conftitutional meafure. It had long been adop- 
ted in England as the fafeft and moft confti-. 
tutional mode of defence,. and it had long been 
the wi(h of th^ b^ft and nioft popular cliarac- 
ters in this kingdom, that it (hould be iparricd 
into cffeft ; while the exigencies of the timca 
^^quired fuch a defence. 


I 
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TttK meafures which the lord lieutenant 
took in fupport of public credit, had the beft 
cffeds^ and prevented the embarraflmeuts 
which for a time hung over commercial tranf- 
aAions ; and his excellency received the appro* 
bation of parliament for the meafure he had 
adopted on the occafion; while they indem" 
nificd the bank of Ireland, for the fums they 
bad advanced to thccommiffioncrs appointed 
by his excellency, for the diftribution of two 
hundred thoufand pounds, for fupportingthe 
mercantile credit of the kingdom. Although 
the aforefaid fum might be fufficient for 
the prefent crifis; yet as credit depends as 
much on opinion as fa£t, a bill was introduced 
and pafled, to enable government at any future 
period, when it might be neceflary, to iffue 
whatever fum ftiould, at the tim^?, be re.- 
quifite to have dlfpofed, in a manner fimilar 
to the prefent. 

K T\ ^ ^ Upon the whole, the nationob- 

tained many and important ad- 
vantages during this feflion of parliament, . 
and fome that thd moft fanguiiiC fifties of 
the people could have fcarcely hoped for. 
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Tnt rcprcfcntativcs of tbc people, on the 

tcceffion of his prefent majcfty, rcfcnabled more 

the charaflerof an ariQpcraiic corporation, 

thatx the peerage at prefent. Here is a moft 

falutary reform effefled by the filent fucceilion 

of events and circumftances, which thofe who 

labour in the caufe of democracy have never 

confidered worthy of their attention. Many 

abufes in legiflation and manners have been 

reformed by the gentle hand of time, and the 

gradual but certain cffe6ls of events, in con-. 

trail to the havoc of haffy and violent 

revolution. 

The a£l to prevent conventions haslDeen 
confidered by a writer of mijch celebrity, as 
an outrageous expedient of an unaccommoda- 
ting government, to crufti the cxpreffion of 
well founded murmurs. Whether originally, 
the conventions were juftifiable, or not, every 
candid man will allovjr, that abufes had crept 
into thefe affemblies ; wherefore it became the 
duty of government to fupprefs them, left 
the peace and happinefsof the kingdom fhould 
have been difturbed or endangered by them. , 


Br 
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By the conventioD bill* the fubjeAs rigbt of 
petitioning is regulated and re-ena£lcd. It 
is ftriflly forbidden for that purpofe to con- 
vene as delegates, inafmuch as the parliament 
is conceived to poflefs that chara6ler, and alfo, 
becaufe that mode of colled^ing the public 
opinion, has no advantage to compenfaie for 
the mifchief of inflaming the people and di* 
verting their attention from their neceflary 
occupations. Wherefore impartial men think, 
that by the Convention Bill, and the timely 
interference of the executive government, a 
number of evils were prevented, which other- 
wife might eventually have embroiled the 
kingdom, and overturned our happy conftitu* 
tion in church and flate. 

With a view to afcertain the population of 
Ireland, with as much precifion as the import- 
ance of the fubjefl demands ; we have en- 
deavoured to make out an exaft account of 
the number of houfes in the kingdom. Thefe 
we find to amount to 794,000. At a moderate 
calculation feven perfons, may be allowed for 
each family,.and this makes the population of 
Ireland at thid day confift of 5,558,000 fouls. 
Of this number a million and a half arc fo 
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poor, that ihcy cannot coBtributc alliiHiDg a 
year each to the exigencies of the ftaic, without 
oppieffion, if we arc to credit the retjirns be* 
fore parliament, and reafon from the reduc- 
tion recommended to his majefly by his 
otEcers relative to the hearth money ; on the 
principle that there were as many fubjedls in 
the kingdom, on whom it would be a griev- 
ance to continue any tax. 

W9 truft that ia the courfe of a few years, 
the genius of commerce and manufafture will 
remove the poverty of fo great a number of 
pur countrymen by affording them ufeful 
and beneficial employments, where their 
labour and induftry may be both profitable 
to themfelvcs, and advantageous to govern- 
ment. Tq effeftuate this much wiihed for 
confunimation, it is requifite that providence 
fhould extend its tutelary care, to prolong the 
life and reign of a prince, inexpreflibly dear 
and neceflary to. liis people, whofe experience 
n^aturcd by years, and chaftcncd by adverfity, 
can alone heal the wounds, and give energy to 
lite deprefled (late of this country. 

In the adniinillration of public affairs, we 
faiay hope reafonably under the aufpiccs of 

fuch 




104 4 Vkw of Irijb J fairs 

fuch a prince, for incorruptible integrity 'an4 
unblemifhed manners, feyere o^conomy, and 
ftridl Vigilance in every thing that regards the 
welfare or profpelrity of the nation. By this 
we do not w^ih to throw blame qn any fet pf 
men. 

We are fenfible how delicate it is, to hold 
even truths to the eye of prejudice or of party, 
and how reluftantly we allow the veil to be 
withdrawn from before the political lanc- 
tuary, when we are interefted in its conccaU 
ment or its defence. 

r * 1 

We feel how invidious is the ta(k of appre^ 
paling the motions and a£lions of Cfur con- 
temporaries, our friends, and fellow citizens. 
And above all, we are perfedly fenfible of our 
incapacity, to treat of matters yet recent, and 
obfcuxcd by the paflion and interefts of the 
great aSot's themfelves. But great as thefe 
impediments are, they cannot induce us to re- 
linquifh our defign. What narrative can be 
fo inftruflive, or fo intereftiiig to the pre- 
fent age, as a delineation of the period un- 
dertaken. 

To 
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To thofe who opca the hiftoric page, ivitb 
a view to improve the under ftaxrding, who arc 
competent to carry their refearcbe^ beyond the 
external appearance of events, and to fpeculatjp 
on the concealed caufes wbich produce the 
elevation, or accelerate the decliBC of cm* 
pires ; there is not perhaps in the annals of 
time, a 4>eriod more pregnant with political 
matter than the one which has intervened be- 
tween the year 1688 and the prefcnt day. 

We can trace few marks of national confide- 
ration or honor, in the bigotted and tranfuory 
reign, of the unfortunate fucceffor of the pro- 
fligate and diffolute Charles II. and we do not 
difcovcr mucb greater fubjeft for pride and 
exultation, even under the temperate ^ad 
deftive government of William III. 

Whatever obligations we may owe to the 
Prince of Orange, as our deliverer from civil 
and fpiritual tyranny, his arms were con- 
ftantly reftrained by the generals, as his mea- 
fares were uniformly defeated by the policy 
and power of Lewis XIV, After a perpetual 
and unequal ftruggle, in which our commerce 
was almoft annihilated, and in which the fo- 

Utary 
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litary laurpls of the Boyne and of La Hogue, 
were contrafted with the annual defeats on the 
continent/ and the cbanneL Though the peace 
of Ryfwick produced afhortand delufive calnl, 
yet the crown of Spain, in violation of the 
moft folemn renunciations, was quieily traus- 
Hrrrfed, in the year 1700, on the extinction of 
the Spanifh branch of the houfe of Auftrin, 
to a prince of France * while the Ipeft hours 
of William wete engagi?d in ineffe<5iual efforts, 
to prevent the fatal confequences of an aft, 
inconteflibly injurious to the feciirity, intefefts" 
and grandeur of the Britifh empire^ 

The female reign which fucceeded, fo long 
as it was conduced by thecounfels of Godol- 
phin, and the genius of Marlborough, prefents 
mftriking pi£lure of military glory> and fuc- 
ccffive triumphs* The court of Verfailles, 
•ccnftbmed to confei*, cofndefceiided to folicit 
for peace ; and Torcy, ^t Gertruyddnberg in 
1709, exhibited the humiliaiing fight of a oii- 
nifter of Lewis, XIV. profttatd before Britain 
as£d Holland. 

But the implriidence of pre(umpiion of an 
Jidminiflrapon, intoxicated with profperity, 

aiid 
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and unmindful of the viciflitudcs of human 
aflFairs, fuffered the moment to elapfe in which 
the fafety and interefts of the empire, might 
have been for ever fecured, on the moft dura- 
ble foundations. The horizon foon became 
darkened and the bright profpeft obfcured by 
clouds. 

ViLLARs refdued France from her ft ate of 
danger and diftrefs, while Oxford, and Bo- 
lingbroke, difgraced the empii-e, and accele- 
rated the death of their feeble fovereign, by 
meafures of pufiUanimity and breaches of na- 
tional faith. 

'i 

The trophies of Blenheim and Malplaquet 
were nearly obliterated by the defeat of 
Denain, and the peace of Utrecht. The houfe 
of Auftria was betrayed, in that inglorious 
and diftionourable treaty ; and the evening 
of a reign fo diftinguifhed and fo fpleadid, 
terminated in weaknefs, and is only recoUedled 
with regret. 

Irthc annals of the laft princefs of the Stuart 
race, afford fo little matter for hiftoric praife, 
it is not in the labyrinth of continental poliiics 

and 


2oS A yitm of Irijh Affairs 

and alliances, which charafterized and com* 
pofed thofc of George I. that we can look for 
topics of eulogium> or fubjeds for admiratioQ. 

Thi naval viftory, obtained by Byng in 
1718, over the Spanifh fleet, in the Faro of 
Meffina, however brilliant and decifivc ; fa 
far from being produflive of any advantage 
to the nation, countcrafted every principle of 
wife and judicious policy* It ftands* con- 
traded with the faul bankruptcy of the South 
Sea year ; with the melancholy facrifice of 
Hofier's devoted fquadron, under the walls 
of Porto Bello ; with a derelidtion of the in- 
terefts and honour of the empire which were 
rendered fubfervient to injurious predilec- 
tions and foreign acquifitions. 

The commencement of George Us. reign 
conduced as the greater part of that of his 
father had been, by the counfels of Walpole, 
difclofes /carcely a more exhileraiing profpe^l. 
It was indeed pacific ; but this peace was the 
Ignominious and fupine infecurity of a James J 
not the dignified and martial tranquillity of 
£lizabeth. 


W» 
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Wb are at a lofs to fiiid, in this centuiy any 
j^ortion of time lef? diftinguiQied by wifilom 
knd vigout, or during which the empire had 
fallen into more cohipleie infignificance, than 
in thit period which ^blapfed from the death of 

George I. in 1 727, to the clofe of Sir Robert 
Walpiole's adminiftration iii 1 742! 

Though thfe fubfervient fleet of the Britifti , 
ifmpire efcorted the younger foh of Philip V. 
from Barcelona into Italy ^ arid thdugl^ we fa- 
dlitat^d and advanced the grandeur of the 
hotife of Bourbon ; tkough we tamely fub- 
initted to the afts of violence exercifed by 
Spain againft oUr commerce in all the Aihe- 
tican leas; and abandbned the emperor 
Charles VL to the united forces of France,' 
Spaiti^ atld Sardinia, who in fo unequal a 
conteft difmembered Naples and Sicily from 
the dominions of the hotiie of Auftria, and 
though, to complete the meafure of incapacity 
and mifconduft, we evth permitted Lewis XV. 
by incorporating the Dutchy of Lorrain witli 
iis hereditary poffeflions, to perfeft and ce- 
ment the French greatnefs ; yet thefe riiigh- 
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ty and numerous conceflions did not conci- 
liate efteem nor procure refped. 

Walpole verfed in the art of parliamcn* 
tary addrefs, and the fcience of political ve- 
nality ; but confcious of his incapacity to con^ 
dud the veffel through the ftorni which im- 
pended ; after he had exhaufted every en- 
deavour to detain his fovereign and his coun- 
try in difgraceful neutrality, reluftantly re- 
iigned the reins of power, which he had 
beld too long, for th^ honour, glory and ad« 
vantage of the Britifh empire. 

PjctHAM the fucceeding miniftcr ; though 
neither fortunate nor fuccefsful in war, nor 
iecure and undifturbed in peace, yet was 
rendered refpediable, by the luflre of hi» 
private and perfonal virtues. The inglori- 
ous campaign of Pentenoy, the defeats 't>f 
the allied army in Flanders, followed by the 
capture of Bergen*op-zoom» and the fiegeof 
Maeftricht; the peace of Aix la Chapellci 
humiliating and injurious to the empire ; 
the ravages and hoflilities continued to be 
excrcifcd by France againft the American co- 
lonies, and the Eaft Indies, even fubfequent 

t» 
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to that treaty : ihcfc fubjcdls of ge&fctal wm- 
))laint aod diflatisfadidn, which clouded the 
minifirjr of Pclham, confolcd the nation for 
his lofs when removed by death in the year 

^754- 

The Iho?t ifemaining period of the reign of 
Oeofge II. was equally calamitous and dif- 
graceful, till that memorable and brilliant, 
but tranfitory sera preceding its final jei-- 
tnination, when the genius of Pitt reiiewcd 
the glories and the fuccei&s fo long for- 
gotten. , 

. The lofe of Minorca, and the igiibmini^ 
bus convention df Clofter Seven, were eraf- 

• _ 

td by the fucceflive conqbefts of Martinico, 
anada, Plafley, Bellifle and the Havannah. 

But the demife of the fovereign in i7<>o, 
and tne trahsfer of miniflerial authority, 
ivhich fucceeded ; preventect the beneficial 

• fconfequfehces, which naturally might have 
been exptdlfed from this chain of vidories. 

■ 

A Placsl which never can be fafficieatly rer 
J)fobated, and in which the ignoi-ancfc of the 

• Intereft of the nation wa^ only excfeeded h^ 

Q i iht 
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the dereliAiott of the honour of the cf own ; 
reftorcd to the two branches of the houfe of 
Bourbon; thofe provinces and'|)ofleffions, of 
which. they had been.d^eprived by Lord Chat- 
ham. 

We "will not enumerate the'fleetirig phan- 
toms '6f adminiftration ; which atinually ap- 
peared and vaniihed ; nor attempt to defcribe 
that period which elapfed, from the rcfigna- 
tion of Lci'd Bute to the year 1770, when 
"the i-eins of power' were delegated to Lord 
North. 

TiiiRR ate certainly few e^pmts contiain- 
cd within that portion of time, which can 
induce us to'laihent that it was not o^lon- 
•gcr duration, with ftill greater reafon, we 
wifh to draw a veil over the feries of errors, 
16 capacity, and mifcondiift which preced- 
ed ^nd proAuC|^d ihat fatal war, terminated 
by the Independence of America, 'and the 
dffmetnbermenrof the empire. 

In the fliort period often years, we have 
feen ihd Britifli empire, which had embraced 
both hemifpheres, and to which India and 

America 
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Arp^riC4 were only, provinces ; which had 
fucccfsfuUj' oppofed, uuder. the aufpipes of 
Jitird Chatha?!, the corobiaed force of the 
houfeof Bojirboa^ and after giviag.lawsto 
Europe, ba4dirpenfed pea9e to jp^iki^id; 
we have fcjeu this empire (bakeci to i^s b^fis, 
couvulft^d at honjie, aud, aQaHed on every 
fulc, vj^inly iiivaking the aid of th^ perfidi- 
ous Catherine;, who.fe fleet? we, had conduia- 
ed into feas unknown to \itx lp^^rba|-Qus fub- 
jeds, and whofe vidorious banner we had 
tanght to fly Qn the (h^xes of Gtecqc and 
Afla Minor. 

W|E h^ve in the tr^n^itory .pej-iod^ of ten 
years beheld the Britifti empire, bendki^ be- 
xieath tlie complicated ci^lamities of d^me^ 
tic divifi qn, and foreign, war, and^fiijking 
under the preffiirp of adverfe fortune, or fee- 
blo and pufiHanimous councils ; we have fcen 
this expiring and diminilhed empire, within 
the fpace alluded to, rife from the loweft 
ilateof humiliation and 3epreflion, re-adjuft 
her fcattered Jnfignia, refume her ancient 
luftf e, and wirig a more fublime flight than 
»« pad ever, held a<Jrofs the political expahft.. 
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It is in vain that the moft laborious rtr 
fearch would endeavour lo parallel this 
extraordianry revolution in the hiftory of 
modem Europe.. It is only in the Athenian 
or Rooian annals ; it it only at the' faul pe- 

riods of Marathon, and Canna that we kt 

'.■•■»•••■■. 

any example of a republic, fuddenly and 
rapidly emerging froni the loweft point of 
ruin and caUmity, into greater power and 
grandebr than Ihe bad previoufly enjoyed, 

A Ml LP and happy ca|m had fmoothed 
the troubled waves, which the calamities of 
Lord North's adminift ration and the anar- 
chy which fucceeded that unfortunate pe- 
riod had produced. The fovereign was de- 
fervedly dear to every rank and order of 
his fubjc6ls, who united in regarding him 
as their father and bcnefador. 

The goycTAmept. beloved ^t hprnc, wa;i 
refpeded abroad ; and the people, happy be- 
yond the example of forme| ti.ni?is, looked 
up with equal affeftion and veneration to- 
wards thefource of thefe multiplied benefits. 

lt.*i. ... . .4.,.. <:».. .rf. *..t « >.-s - i 
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But in the roidft of this flattering afpedt of 
affairs, an unexpeded and difaftrous change^ 
was preparing to manifeft itfelf, which no 
human prudence could have forefeen, nor 
precaution delayed. 

Wk were deftined to experience id its ful- 
kft extent, the mutability of fortune, and 
the fragHity of greatnefs ; to exhibit a leflbn 
to our own, and to future times, that the fplen* 
dor and felicity of man; howerer folid the 
foundations on which they may feem to re- 
ppfc, are in the hands of a fuperior bein^, 
who confers or withdraws them in an in- 
ilant. 

Wx are arrived at that awful and affeding 
period when the feelings of all thofe who (hall 
perufe thefe (hccts will be deeply interefted. 
It is however neither in our plan nor in our 
intention, to relate the private hiftory of that 
t?xtraofldinary period ; or to drag into open day 
fads and anecdotes, which curious as they 
jnuft appear to pofterity, are in every fenfc 
ijnfit for the pcrufal of the prefent age. 

SXNTIr 
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S£NTiM£NT8of duty, ddidacy and reipt:^ 
towards a priot^e iaexpreilibly dear to his peo- 
pie ; towards a queed virho unce the aufpicious 
date of tier arrival in Great Britain, and ia 
every relation of domeftic life, haSs been exem- 
plary and refpeflable j towards the illaftrioua 
perfons on whom the fceptre of George III. 
tnuft in the ordinary progrels of human 
events at fome future period devolve ; even 
motives of prudence, decorum and propriety, 
arreft the pen and induce us to draw the veil 
of oblivion over fo melancholy a fcene. 


it 


Suffice it to fay that the malady which his 
majefty had fuflfered during tnree months, 
and whofe appearance had hitherto feemed to 
baffle all medical fkill, gradually, but rapidly 
fubfided. Sanity of mind and ftrength of reafon 
xefiimed their empire, and left no trace of 

temporary fubverfion'. 

»■ If... . •• ' 

Time confirmed the cure, and reflored to 
his fubjefts a prince, rendered fupremcly ana 
peculiarly dear to them by the recent profpeft 
and apprehenfion of hislofs. The vifibn of a 
regency faded, and was totally extinguifhed 
by the fovereigns reafftiming all the regal 
iun<9.ions. ' . . ^ . . 

The 
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Thk deiDondraiious of naiion»l joy far ex- 
ceeded any recorded in the Briiiih annals. 
Sereniiy and tranquilluy, fo long baoUhedj 
rcfumed their place, and foon effaced the re- 
colleflion of a calamity, not more awful and 
alarming in its appearance and progrels^ than 
fpeedily and happily extinguifhed. 

* 

Thk' attention of Europe, which had been 
powerfully atttaded towards the Britiih em* 
pire during the (ioniinuance of the fcvere 
p^alady of our gracious fovereign, waa now 
to be dire^ed to another kingdoqi fcarcely 
lefs produdlive of change, and replete with the 
moft important confequences. 

Frakck, fo long enured to fervitude, and 
cmly tracing the e^ciftence of her liberties in 
the pi^eof fotgottcn hiftorians or antiquaries ; 
whofe fetters originally impofed by Richlieu, 
and ftrengthened by Mazarine, bad been ri- 
vetted by the lapfe of near two hundred year^ ^ 
by the proud tyranny of Lewis XIV, and by 

the profligate dcfpotifm of his fucceflbr. 

- " ' . <• > 
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Francs, Simulated by the writings of ge-^ 
nius and philofopby, which ia defiance of ar- 
bitrary power have dignified and enlightened 
the prefent age, afpired to freedom. 

Thk weaknefs of the fovereign ; the incapa- 
city and timidity of his miaifters ; the exhaufted 
ftate of the treafury and finances, the pertina- 
ciofis oppofition of the parliament of Paris to 
regtfter or fan£lion the royal edi As for the in^- 
pofition of new taxes; the failure of harvefts, 
and confequent augmentation in the price of 
bread, all ihefe concurring ciixumftances 
contributed to produce and accelerate a 
revolution, 

To the admiration and aftonifhment of ]$u<^ 
rope, an enthufiaftic paflion for liberty per- 
vaded all France, and the revolution, which 
commenced on the banks of the Seine, fpread 
with equal rapidity and unanimity to the Alps 
and PyrenceCf, to the Rhine and the Mediter* 
lanean. 

To the limited and erring eye of man, in-, 
capable of pervading futurity, and of xt^y 
t^pving the darkneis that furrounds it, this 
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was an event no lefs fingnlar than cxtfaordi- 
uary ; particularly in an abfolute monarchy, fo 
ftroaely cemented as that of France feemed to 
have been, and in which loyailty was efteemed 
to be the charaAeriftic of every defcription of 
citizens* 

At this period, France exhibited a pi£lure 
truly dreadful ; from the month of 06lober, 
1789, that unhappy country has been a fcenc 
of anarchy, diflra£lion and calamity, diftin- 
guifbed by a^s of feftivity, barbarity and 
flaugh^en 

The depreflion and hiimiliation of the cler- 
gy, the falc of ecclefiailical property ; the an- 
nihilation of the orders of ihe nobility, which 
were nearly coeval with the reign of Clovis ; 
the abolition of the peerage, and the danger- 
ous renewal of a paper currency totally def- 
titute of any folid fupport, were meafures in a 
great degree without any precedent, in the hif- 
tory of other modern European nations* 

It has not even hitherto been alcenained or 
exemplified, fince the extindion of the Roman 
freedom by Marius^ and i^ylla, that a people 

whofc 
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whofe ourjvben exceed t^cji^y ojilliop?, are 
capable of beijag permanently governed under 
a. free conilituiion. Nor has majikind yet feen 
any inftance of a capual, and a country habi^ 
tuated for a^e& t,o defp.otifn), fui?k in pleafure^^ 
loft to public principle, deftitute even of the 
forms of external refpedt for the national reli- 
gion,, and only intoxicated with the fpecula- 
lions of a diftempered and viiionary philofo- 
phy which ever afpired, or attained to. a well 
regulated and wifely cemented liberty* 

It was not in fuch a ftate of morak^ or of 
fociety, that the Athenians broke the fetteis of 
arbitiiiry powcF, when roufed by Harmodiua 
and Ariftogiton. The elder Brutus bore no 
fimUarity tp Mirabeau, or tQ La Fayette. 

Rome vainly aflfaflinated her di^iator, when 
public virtue was np longer to be found in 
the fenate, nor among the people. The moun- 
taineers of Switzerland, who threw of the 
yoke of the houfe of Auftria ; and the op- 
prefled peafants of the low countries, who re- 
volted from the tyranny of Philip, IL were 
poor, hardy and martial. 
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Thx Engliih parliament, whidi oppofed, 
and ultimately vanquiQied Charles I. called 
upon a nation, which however inflamed b/ 
fanaticifm, was unfubdued by luxury, and un- 
corrupted by venality. 

Times of efieminacy and refinement have 
not hitherto been found to produce a plant, oi 
fo hardy and vigorous a nature, as freedom ; 
and if we are deftined to fee in the hiftory 
of France, an example of this extraordiiiary 
contradidiion to the refult of all experience, 
it will be a ftriking inftance of the infufficien» 
cy and fallibility, of human wifdom or 
obfervation. 

The natural levity, and charaA^eiiflic in* 
conftancy of the French, may conduce to ren- 
der them weary of a pofleflion, which, howe- 
ver ineftimable in its nature,' is neither to be 
attained, nor preferved> without unremitting 
vigilance and exertion. 

The ceflation or ruin of many branches 
of trade, neceflarily refulting from the late 
convulfions ; the feverity of the taxes, which 

a^ free government is compelled to exaft, in 

common 
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cominoa with the moft defpotic : the long ha^^ 
bits of uacQa4itional iubmilEoD^ fo forcible ia 
ibeir pperaaoa on the mind and charaAer ; 
^1 thefe principles may ferment, and uUimjuely 
burft into adiion. 

THf s£ refle£lions and confideraiions may 
iufpire fome reafonable doubt rerpecling the 
total fubveriion of the regal power and the 
permanancy of a free conilitution in France.. 

That powerful monarchy which for a 
century and a half« had infpired terror, and 
whofe reftlefs ambition had been fo danger- 
ous to every furro\;nding coutxtry ; which had 
twice in that period^ nearly fubjedted Holland^ 
to its yoke ; which placed Philip V. on the 
Spanifti throne In 1700, and raifed an Eleftor 
of Bavaria to the imperial dignity at a dill 
more recent period i that power t>ccupied in 
endle£& metaphyfical difqiiifitioiis upon the 
rights of men, or employed in defpei*ate ^t6* 
jefts of revrtiue and finance ; appeats now to 
be much more dangerous to the fafety and 
tranquflllity of Europe by her principles and 
do6lrines, than hitherto (he had been by the 
fdi'ce and power of her arms; 
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Tmx lAtial fituatioa of the Britilh Empire 
itthe concluiioa of the year 1790 realised the 
ivarmeft wifii of the miaifter and the fove- 
reign. The obje& which William vainly fought 
to attain, which Godolphin and MaTlborough 
allowed to efcape; and ^hich Chatham wa$ 
not permitted to accomplifh ; was referred for 
the prefent age to behold. 

The monarchies of France and Spain have 
been fucceflively humbled and reftrained 
without the neccffity of having recourfe to the 
fword. The contrail between Great Britain 
and France at the clofe of the year 1790 was' 
truly ftriking* 

Thk one enjoying, all the advantages of 
cftablifhed order ; conduced by a govern- 
ment equally vigorous and popular ; meeting 
every pecuniary embarraffment or impofition 
with new and unexampled refources ; ftrengih* 
ening her credit, and e:sttending her commerce 
while (he covered the ocean with her navy, 
and fpread the glory of her name over every 
quarter of the globe ; became by general con* 
fent the acknowledged arbitrefs of Europe; 

and 


X 


224 ^ '^^^^ <iftrifb Affairs 

and to her pofTcIfioa of «xteraal coafideraiion 
auid refpect, ujiiitiag every internal fource of 
wealth, and felicity* 

Th» other ftruggUug through difficuliies, 
to complete a fyllem of liberty ; and attenipt- 
JUie to renovate her difordered financed plung- 
ed into almoft irremediable anarchy and con- 
fiifion ; the energy and aflivity of the crown 
withdrawn, ^nd a fpirit of Ucentioufnefs, the 
moft fatal to every national and public effort, 
pervading all the naval. and milijtary depatt-- 
ment^. 

It is not our intention to delineate the m^:- 
lancholy reverfe that has taken place in the 
affairs of Europe, an,d particularly in the 
Bridfli empire, fince the year 1790 to the Jire- 
fent period ; we neither will condcmiJ nor 
praife the origin or continuation of the prefent 
difaftrous war. The nature of the fubjc6l is 
rather embarrafling to the man who ventures 
to relate the tranfadlions of the time in which 
he lives, and of which he forms himfelfi 
though an impercopiible yet a real and effici- 
ent part, it is not a fufficient juftification 10 
undertake fuA a talk, that the mild genius of 

the 
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xht ccntxLij in ^hich we write qr tke freedom 
'^hich ebabies tis tb didtate without appre* 
hes(ion> apteax tO liberate ni flrom tveiry r^i^ 
tirainti 

TtifiliE are feelingis in i §eneit>u^ xnina 
Wbifch fuperfede the cold principle of mere 
AcquiefceQce with the law^ and cBu^equeotljr 
^far fofierior in their operation to thefe regula* 
tions impoied by ^ouru of jullice br l^ifla^^ 
live ftatutes. 

It is to jhefe f eftriiSiQiis ttiat wi? ihaU fuli- 
jcft the pcp» Tot it ii omy fot.thofe, who 
can Elevate tlieir niin^s ^boye the little pat;- 
tialities ajKl prpjudiceai df the day, to affix the 
feBttm^pt of al^prpbatipn or tfenfure cfii the 
ptefeist war. 

In the prefent embarrafK^d Rati? of Euro- 
pean polTtics, it is not in the power of tKi phi- 
loffiher or hiftofiah to confer on them his 
ceninte, or his admfrsitidn.' We imift wiit with 
the foliritiide of good citizens, umil the pre- 
fent ferment fdbifides, sitid peace be once more 
j-eftofed to the European ^ofld, befoir we 
haaSaM any opinion on the war, which now 
tjla%s through tver^ corner of Europe. 

y»L; li p It 
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It will be more judicious to tura our ejFe» 
from the melancholy pi£lure Exhibited hy 
ihe prefent convuHions of F-urope ; to the 
more animaiiDg and exhilarating * fcene pre- 
fented by Ireland. . A kingdom which in the 
courfe of a few yetrs, has emerged from the 
loweft ftate of thraldom and dependence to 
that of freedom and emancipation ;*a country 
accompanied wiih every circUmftance ofinter* 
nal repofe, an external profperity ; with en- 
creaiing fymptoms of national confideratioa 
and importance. Such are the blefied efieAt 
of the happy govcrnmeiit we live under, and 
which cannot fail to endear us ftill more to 
it, from a comparifon with that (late which is 
falfely called a governjpient of liberty, and 
equality, but ^more jiiftly that of anarchy^ 
rapine^ and murden 

^The meretricious ^ beautieK of vifiouary 
republics may daxzje. the unthinking mul- 
titude by their falfe rplcndpur, but never did, 
nor is it pofliblc they can beftow the per^ 
manent benefits of profperity and happinels 
equal to thofe enjoyed under fuch a mo- 
narchy as ours. 

Thb 
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* i?rf£ ]ieribd which elapfed from the com* 
iiienceincQt to the clofe ofthefelfion of thd 
year 1794, affords few materials for hiftoi 
ry, drawQ from the interior events of the 
time. 

A T% .i,^. T>H£ parhament met wito iht 
A. D- 1794. ^ 1 u r ^ 

fing^uiar phenomenon, of no 

amendment being propbftd to th^ addreft' 

in either houfe. The old fleadV oppdncnti 

of the ptefeiit rhiniftry fquared their » cOnfci- 

ences and c6ndu£l Upon this occaGoh, i^o th6 

fuperfeding ncceffity of fiipporting the fco* 

fures that Were adopted by Great Britain. 
Upon this principle did Mi*: Grattan. and 
many other patriotic mdmberd, tcbdit tBril 
fervices to miuillry wtiich for ten fewl they 
had uniformly oppofed. But \i is to te prc- 
iumed .that the fihgle qileftion of war' was 
either the pretext, or the gi'Otind'fof this to}, 
aliiion. 

The prorogation tff ttie pamanicnt almoft 
without a debate, befpokc the moft tin referr- 
ed and unconditional adojition of the pre- 
iient fyftem of mcafufes ; 4rid iiotliing furely 

conYdi 


»rf 


228 A. View ^Irifii Affmrs 

could more empbaticilly anfwer the »i«w» 
of the mimfter thwa this paffive fubmiffion to 
all his commands. 

iREtAUD now in the bofom ofrepofe, ftw 
her commerce and manufaaures eipanding, 
her credit augmented, and her name and 
charaaer taking their place in the fcale of na- 
dons. We pafs over in fiknce the little 
broils aiid diuftrbances excited in forae parts 
of the kingdom by perturbed fpirits, for the 
vile puropofc of ftigmatising a brave and loy- 
al people^ 

- Th« pajrliaineBt which was to have met oa 
tbc4!tb of.Decembcr, was prorogued to the 
t2d of January, in order to give time for 
the previous arrangements in the miniftenal 
departments. A preliminary ftipulation with 
the minifter pjeviovs to the feceffioa of the 
Portland party from their old friends, wa«.i»- 
4erftood to be an unconditional dilpofal of 
the .whole patronage of ttia Ungdom, and 
foil liberty to inaoduce fuch fyflems of 
refprm. as flxould be deemed neccflaty and ex- 
pedient for the welferc and happinefo oC the 
nadoQ. 

BtTT 
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But tbe mioifter bad either been crafty, am* 
Mgttaus» or baftjr in negociating. He now 
poiittvdjr objected againft the removal of an^ 
of bis old faithful anS jealous friends, Th^ 
might only command the future patron^e aa 
h fliould drop in* The conteft became feriou% 
but at length it was compromifed ; and it was 
generally underftood, ibat a certain party was 
to have be«n given up, on condition thji^t the 
lord chanc^lor fhould retain the fi^s. 
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J&zr/ Fttztviiliayn appoinitd to the Government of 
of Ireland y in the roam of Lord Wejimor eland — 

- i «St«Jfdl o/* Kisjhort Adminijirathn — ? A^ State 
ef the Country^ and the national Debt — Ar* 
rivalofEiirl Camden-^ A diforderiy Mob attack 

- the Lord Chancellor n itmnedidtely fupprejfed — 
Obfervations on fuch tendencies in the popU'^ 
lace-'^The ordinal frame of Government in 
Ireland — The Caufe of its tardy Progrefs in 
Civjlization, dnd in its Profxiency in the Arts 
ofRefnement and in thefne Atts-^A Plan for 
the e^tfnfgn and improvement of thefne Arts 
-^Ejiablijhrnent of the Royal Irijb Academy — 
Its utifity-^Delegates from tfte Catholics of 
Dublin fent to petition his Majefty for a total 
Emancipation^^ Returned with what was 
deemed an unfatisfaBory Anfwer — Make their 
report to a Meeting convened ~at Firancis Street^ 
Chapel — Their Refolutions — A Number of 
Students of the Univerjity attend the Meeting 
— Tne dawn of an Union among the People — 
f^fonf affigned why a Gonfummation fo much 

' p bf wijhed for cannot reafonahly be exfeQed. 

to 
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40 tak€ place — Hie augmentation of the Militia 
froduSive of Affrays and, Rhts-^The due ex- 
flanation of the Syjiem would Jutve prevented 
them^^The inattention of the Civil Ppfwer tg 
their Duty-'^The proper Means ^ g/" preventing 
Putrag^-^^Theprefent awful State ^ Europe-^ 
In theMoufe of Lords the Bill for the relief ^f 
the Brewery poftponed for its inconfyiency 
and abfurditj^^Obfervaiions on the Revenue 
Syftem. 

A:D. 1795. f \N^.^»^«4»t.>f Jauuarjr. of 

V^ thjs year, Earl W entworth 
f iucwUUam entered on tbe government of this 
kingdom^ in the room of Lord Weftmoreland ; 
it is not oujr intention to delineate minutely 
the meafures of this traniitory adminiftration, 
juft exhibited to Irishmen, ^$ Marcellus was 
to the Romans^ god fnatch^d away by an tx^^ 
tindion as hafty, and a$ much lamepted*. 

The genius of Ireland, long fettered and 
obfcured, began now to affert its ancient 
energy, and liberated from the oppreflion qf 
a foreign yoke, was preparing to re-appear Q|^ 
the theatre of nations, from whence (he had 
been banifhed, by internal calamities and cx- 
(fifi^al bondage. 
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: AMMATfD tddfefies repkt« wUh-tttathr 
Jkmil afl4 lojraky^ wei^ prefemed to lerd Fitz^ 
^vrilHtm ftdai alt quarters of the kingdom* and 
^Om ^^ttf c^fs add defcriptlon ojf people i 
ittd his extellaiev was extremely fenfible of 
thtle geouiiie marks (^ affection. The 'native 
elevatioli of bis mind, and the magnanimity 
Which hat ever marked his ^hai^a^ter ren- 
dered him incapable of dercehjiiilg to the lit- 
tle artifices of mean and crooked politics* 

DnRiKO bis exdell^ftcf's continuance in 
'this kingdom, tbe probity of his private 
life pervaded* and marked his puMtc line of 
conduA ; and his (hort adminiftration uni- 
ied uuder his banners, tbe virtue, eneigy and 

• 1,.' ••" • 

patHotifm of the nation ; accompanied witli 
national confidence, and every principle of 
'found ani generous policy r and no vice- 
roy ever ileparted the kingdom fo fincerely 
and univerfally regretted* 

'Previous to this melancholy event. Earl 
^itzWilUam received the thants of bcJth houfi^s 
of parliauientj for his conduft, which they 
declared, had not only gained their, but the 
confidence of tlie people. We are not as yet 
C - ' folly 
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fully compttcQt td unravel the real nature of 
tbcf mifunderftauding between £ar} fttzmU 
liam and the Briiilh cabinet^ ^hich oecaficiK 
ed his fodden departure from the kibgdom; 
and to deal in fanciful conjedure on a fulK 
jcA of ftich imporudce, would be ar highly 
difrefpe^lful to £arl Fitzwilliain, asit vrould 
be to the refpc^lable charaflers, who com* 
pofe the Britith adminiftfation 

Th* 'liberality of paritamcii^ kept pace 
with the earigeiicieS trf" the empire ; the enor 
moui Supply of i,7co,ocol. was granted to 
his majefty, in order to enable him to profc* 
Cute \)vi\h efficacy arid vigour, th« prefent 
war. The hearth money was taken o0*the 
poor, and thrown on the rich, as al^ houfes 
having but one hearth were exempted from 
the tax, and the encouragement fo long 
wanted wa^s at length given to the brew- 
.^ry. 

Last year the commerce and rcTcnucof 

the country had confiderably decrcafed, but 

the Aatement of the chancellor of the exehe- 

oyer fhews^ that ui the couife of a few 

^ moiuhs 
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-months the natiou was ia. credit, bynolefs 
^4 fum than 27^,4331. Laft year alfo our efta* 
blifiimeuts were two years in arrear, but the 
treafury was now in fuch a ftate, as not only^ 
to be able to aAfwer whatever demands 
eopld be made on. it» but, bad a ytry con- 
fiderable referve. - - 

Let us now advert to the debt of the na- 
tion. In the year 1791 it was 2,231,000!. In 
?793» Amounted to, 2,34^,900!. and at pre- 
f^nt; *U is no lefs tljan '3,oa2,OQol.. but by the 
great meafures. jrecegtly obtained from the 
preceding adminiftration, confiderable re- 
ipenchments had tai^eii, an4 a^re ^\\\ Ukely tp 
lake place. 

By the penGpn bill, there would be ai) 
annual faving of 44,0001. and by the limita*? 
tion qf the civil lift there would be an annual 
faving of 22,oool. on the ufual exceedings of 
concordatum, amounttng in all to the fiiin 
pi 66,oool. a yea?*. 

In juflice to the fupporter* of the FitZi- 
William adminiftration, it muft be admitted, 
^hat thei^ pQrreveran9^ obtained from ^ 
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lad adminift ration the .tbioe important mea» 
Xures above-meptione4> s^tid it feemed to l# 
their determination to make evejy poffible re- 
trenchment, a$ far aa the circumilancea of the 
times ^nd the fituation of the country would 
permit. 

On the 25th of March Earl Fitzwilliam de- 
parted the kingdom, as univerfally regretted, 
as beloved; a nobleman whofe private and 
public charadler, will in this country conti* 
nue to diftant ages, a theme for panegyric 
and admiration, diftinguifhed for candour, 
friendlhip, liberality, and genuine charity, di- 
veiled of oftentaLion. 

On his departure, his' grace the lord pri- 
mate and the lord chancellor were fwom 
lords juftices of Ireland ; the fpeajcer could 
not be appointed without vacating his feat 
by a claufe in a late a^ of parliament which 
has been fince done away. They held the 
reins of government until the 31 ft of March, 
the day on which Earl Camden artived and 
took upon him the governmei^t of the coun- 

a 
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' Aftsr His lordOiip was fvitoro into ^flke» 
The lord chancellor on hk reinra from the 
caflle to lu8 hoole in Ely Place, was infaited 
in fo grois a manner, bj a diforderly mob* 
that it became neceflary^ to order out the 
guards from the caftle^ both horfe and foot ; 
who accompanied the chancellor to his houfe, 
and in a Ihort time ftruck fuch terror into, 
the multitude, that the manifeft tendency to ru 
ot add turbulence, was happiljr fupprefled 
without much violetice or blood-lhed. 

Such mobs refie£l difgrace on the police 
^f the metropolis, and ferve to ta^nifh the re- 
puution of the kingdom in foreign coun- 
tries. The facility with which this mob was 
. iupprefled, proves fuHy that it w^s i^ot the 
eSedl of premeditj^ted defign* 

A KvMBXR of unemployed tradefmac^ 
luave frequently tefti£ed i^ fpirit of comhj^ . 
nation on many occafions which had beeq 
produ£live of loqfe habits, and diforderly 
s^iid tiotous difpofition^ 


ft 
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DvRrao the fpace of a few year^, commo- 
tlaBf in Ireland, bave aflumed a menacing af- 
pe£l. Indeed the more recent difturbances 
particularly in i792> were not only exag- 
gerated but encouraged la the diS^teat coun* 
ties in the kingdom by cert^n individuals, 
who chofe this mode of rendering them- 
felves of confequence, by reprefenting to go- 
vet nnient in pompous difplay, their gr^ 
ezeruons for the prefenration of the peace in 
their refpefiive counties*' 

They firfl difperfed rumours among the 
people of great and .oppreflive taxes, that 
were. to be impofed upon them, and then 
purpofcly avoided explaining the nature of 
the militia inflitution, whiclx the ignorance 
of the people convened into an alarming and 
dangerous innovation* Thefe concurring 
circumftanccs were produdive of feme roif- 

chicf, which would have been entirely pre 
vented by a proper explanation of the mili- 
tia aft, ..and other lenient and prudent mita- 
ftires. 

But the misfortune of this kin^om has 
been, that in the elevated ft ations of adminif" 

(ration 
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If aiion have been mote remaricable (of their 

regard to ptivate emolument, thto^ publid 

* confiftcncy ; - confequenily govei^nment has 

few adherents beyond the pale of their own 

patronage. 

For althotigh commotions are by no 
xnedns palatable ro the intelligent part of the? 
community^ howcvei few confider them- 
felves bound to ftep fotwaM to their imme« 
diatc fuppreffion, betattfe they look oti the go- 
vernment as hoilile to their views and inte- 
reft, and behold with Cknt approbation every 
new cmbarraiTmei^ and ai^noyance they meet 
WitH» 

But the incentives to ^turbulence having 
been almoft completely removed by the com- 
munication of political privileges and power 
to the great body of the people, a repetition of 
fuch cannot reafonably be apprehended* 

By the enfuing elcflidn there will be no lefs 
an addition to the conftituent body, than fifty 
tboufand'eleftors, and we may with certain- 
ty conclude that upon the whole fubfequent 

^ general 
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general elcAion, the addition will not be 
lefs than one hundred thoufand eledors. 
. This certainly will in procefs of time rea^ 
der bribery and corruption atele&ions, aL- 
jnod if not totally inspradicable. 

As all reafonable grounds of diflatisfac* 
tion are therefore removed from our catho'* 
lie brethren, it will not be confidered as.fpe* 
culative conjecture, to fuppofe that induftry 
and cotitemment will take place of that iiido- 
lence and difquict which have for * many 
years pervaded the land. '. * 

• # , * • ff 

The prefent period of our hiftory, un. 
folds a pleafing and fair profpe£l of har- 
mony and happinefs, which mufl: for*^vcf 
limit and reft rain • the aftful defigns and ini^ 
famous fchemcs of any future tninifter tvhd 
might be difpofed to carry into execution, 
meafures hortile to the inteireft, happinefs^ 
and profperity of the country. 

Hemckforward there will not be, a$ 
formerly, any party the peculiar favourites 
of the ftate, as equdl confidence and prorep- 

tton 
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tioQ have been coaimjaaicated to all, to the 
toul extirpaiioa of jealoufy di(tau3fa£lioa aixd 
prejudice* 

SoLto and real pttvilegea have at length 
fuperfeded aomiaal freedom » and an inipar* 
tial and kind goveirnxnem cannot fail xo con-* 
ciliatetbe auaefament of peaceable and vrell 
afifi[£led jTabjeflSi 

To an tmpattial obietvet, tke original 
fyHem of government in thi^ country^ and 
not any thing in the dlfppfiiion or eharai^et 
of the people^ has rendered the civilization 
of Irelajad extremely tardy in its ptogrefai and 
\^hile a ttace of the barbarous inftitution re- 
mained, it could iao( be fappofed that our ad« 
vance^ iate^aeraent could bew anyi^fopor- 
tioA to that of jthe fitter kugigdom. 

To the fame caufe, majT be afcribed thd 
languid ftate of literature and the fine arts in 
this kingdom^ for a number of years paft^ The 
lujury that muft have reOilted to the commu- 
nity &om inattention to the{e important ob<^ 
jeSs, is felf evidoit^ and requires no kind of 
comments 

U 
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tm Cres^t Britain^ the encouragemetit axxd 
))at1ronage given to the atts and fciehces^ 
throw a luftfe on the national chara£ter, and 
amply Reward the munificence that has raif« 
ed them to ftich eminence; Want of genius 
is not attached to our fdil, nor has it been 
the caufe of the evil. 

In the coutfe of the prefent century, Ire- 
land has produced a number of ingenioui 
artiAs^ thougH deprived of moil of the advan- 
lages thajt other kingdoms enjojr, and which 
are abfolutely neceflary to create artifts^ 
Thus jirovidencS in vain bellowed genius^ 
When the means of difplaying it^ are denied 
for want of public patroui^e^ 

Every enctniragemeht ought to be afforded 
to the an5> for by them the national manufac- 
tures and the national titfte are refined and 
improved S wherefore, every means fhould te 
^fed, to aid their jprogrefs and culture, by ex- 
citing a fpirit of emulation ^mong artifts, 
^hile latent genius is called forth by public li- 
^rality. 

V<H,.IL Q A« 
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An aflbciation for this laudable purpofc 
ought to be eftablifhed, as through the me- 
dium of a fociety, arJfts would become known 
to each other, and not only acquire ftrengtb 
and ftability by coalition, but information 
and improvement by afTociaiion. * 

The few attempts that have been made in 
this kingdom to revive the arts, were either 
conftrufted on too confined a bafis, or injudi- 
cioufly plianned ; for they funk almoft 4s foou 
as formed, and left an unfavourable impreffiou 
on the minds of many, who were friendly to 
the caufe, that, in a peculiar niiauner, tended 
• to their depreffion. 

In the year 1787, the Dublin artifts held a 
meeting, iot the purpofe of devifmg thebeft 
. means for promoting the fine arts. Their de- 
fign was %o inftitutc a Mufeum for the recep- 
tion and difplay of paintings, drawings^ fculp- 
ture and various other performances; in 
arts, mechanics, and manufa<^ures. 

jSccrr an rnftitution was much wanted in the 
metropolis, and by the ability and zeal of 
Mr. Thomas Ellis, the idea was matured, 
planned and digefted. 

Thi 
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The Earl of Cbarlemont, and many other 
diftiDguiflied chara£lcrs, to whom Mr. EUU 
fubmitted.his plan for eftabliftiing a Mufttnn, 
on the above principles, favoured it with thtif 
fangiiiue approbation, and their w^rraeft fup- 
port. With the fanflion and countenance of 
fuch exalted charaders, the artifts defigned to 
take a houfe, fuitable to the objedl of the in« 
tended mufeum- 


SucH Jiriifts as chofeto exhibit their works 

in this repofitory of the arts, were to be ex* 

,empt from all kinds of eipence, as well as 

thofe, whofe t^Ac or curiofity might prompt 

them to vifitthe mufeura* 

From luch an inftitution many great ad- 
vantages would naturally refiilt- The beft 
exhibitions of the fine arts would have beeq 
reftored to the Irifti profeflbrs ; for want of 
which, they have for fome time been gradually 
on the decline. Few men of genius in thefe 
days, reiTxai^i in the country, for want of proper 
encouragement, and fuch as do continue, fcarf $ 
find any for the exertion of their talents. 

The emigration of anifts, as above mention- 
ed, is not folely confined to them, but extends 

Ciji to 
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to almoft every kind of art and manufaAnre^ to 
the great injury Of the nation and the manifeft 
advantage of other kingdoms. A very mate- 
rial advantage would refult frqin the perma- 
nence of the mufeum, as annuaT exhibitions 
could never anfwer the purpofes which cither 
the artifts or the public feek for -, perp)etuat 
ones would ; as^ the frequent opportunities of 
difplaying theirperforniances^ would operate as 
an inducement to catch the artift^s fancy on the 
wing ; and however tardy they may be in 
finilhing their pieces, they might always ex- 
hibit fuch of their works, as would beft fuit 
their expectations ; by fuch means, a fpirit for 
the arts, manufa£kures and mechanks of the 
country, would be revived. 

A MtJnuM of this kind would attract the 
notice of mechanical geniufes of every kind, 
and the exhibitions themfelves, would receive 
confiderable improvement by the criticifm of 
vifitors. It is therefore reafonable to hope that 
fuch a place would become an almoft certain 
marfeet for men of different mechasical avo- 
cations to apply to for ingenious perfons of 
all defcTiptions- 

F0EXI6K 
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^OREfGN£RS as Well as nz^tives, excelling in 

their various art3, would be induced by fuch 
an inftitution, tQ fqnd in f^mples of theif per- 
formances, o^ attend perfonally with them, a^ 
ihey would have fuel) fair advi^ntage^ of dif- 
playing tji^ir abilities, without fpending their 
rime in want and hopelefs expe£lation, arifing 
f^om promifes of recommendation to employ- 
pient. But by thi9 conilant exhibition, if an ar- 
tift has merit, let liim be rich or ppor, native or 
foreigner, th^jre are hi^ works an4 there is the 
man. To men pf liberal minds, it is but a me- 
lancholy reflexion, t})at niany great and bright 
geniufef bavj& lived and died unknown, per- 
haps flarved^ whilft in purfuit of fome ufeful 
projefi, or for want of an opportunity of dif- 
covering their talents have funk into the 
grave, wretched pictures of ws^nt anji vfaiiiy. 
Perhaps their lofs was an irrepafal^le ipne to fo- 
ciety : — fuch men may be aptly compared to 
beauteous flowers growing in a defert, which 
bloom for a while, and then, perifh in a gra- 
dual decay, vifible only tp their creatof . 

By fuch an inditution as this, the fons of 
art might be called forth ; they might be aided 
in their purfuit, encouraged in their induftry, 
and introduced into the world, an honour, 
prnament, ai)d advantage to their country. 
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How many do the fertile imaginailons of 
ODC iDgenioas artift or niechaDic give bread to ? 
As the richeft gems are found in the bowels 
' of the eanh, fo frequently in the miferable ha- 
bitations of the poor, the brighteft talents and 
the fined geniufes are difcovered. Provi- 
deuce gives the foil, but it is the labour and 
ingenuity of majp, which muft bring forth the 
abundant produce. 

Mr. Ellis, a worthy and ingenious man, by 
his own individual exertion has eftabliftied a 

mufeumin Mary Street, which, if general en- 

» ' ' ' ' 

couragement, or parliamentary aid bad Gounte- 
nanced, would ftiortly become an objed of 
public utility. The plan requires conftant 
attention, much labour, and confiderable ex* 
pence ; and mufl, therrfore, mevitably fall to 
ruin, iinlefs liberally encouraged and counte- 
nanced, by the bounty of parliament, with the 
generofity and munificence of the public^ 


'/ 


At Mr. Ellis's mufeum, the works of many 
famous arti{ls,~arc to be feen, and among others 
tfiofe of a rifing and very promifing genius, 
Mr. William Cuming, a young man of ac* 

knowledgedmefit, whofe produftions recently 

• • . ■ , . » ■ . ► . . . i. * ■ . • . • . . ' , 

met 
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met with a decided and flatteriBg preference 
from the corporatioit of the metropolis ; when 
propofals were held oui to IriJh artifts, for the 
beft portrait pf a Ute trirty refpe^lable Lord 
Ma>or. . 

It would be ap -icjuftice' to ihany diftin- 
j^ifhed charaflers in the kingdom, to omit 
piientioning, that they avail thi^mTelves of every 
ppportunity not only to promote, but to encour- 
age, the arts and artifts of their own country. 
Lord Shannon, the right hpnourable the 
Speaker, Colonel Burton Gonyngham, Col. 
Hayes, of Avondale, and Gen,. Cunpinghame, 
fignalize themfelves on tht's, as well as on 
every other occafion, where the trade, ma- 
pufaflures or agriculture, of the kinjg[dom are 
concerned. 

The civilization and profperity of the na- 
tion have been confiderably retarded, for want 
of encouraging the fine arts in this kingdom; 
and nothing ftiort of parliamentary interfe- 
rence, can ever raife tbem from their languid 
ftate, and give them that effijcacy and energy 
fo neceffary to render theni of publjc utility. 


Wi 


.^V's^^ill. fay little of the flate pf,fciepc|^ 
.and liti^^ature ia the k|ngdQm at this day, 
jii^ renffuare dolorem! where a^f we x^ 
look for anot)ier M^c^n^s, who animates 
inen of letters* xiot only by his example, but 
by his generofity ? Alas ? the greater part of 
nien of foi^une, whole peculiar province it 
is, to eneour^ fcience by a well timed libera* 
l)ty, ate lb fur^ounded J>y objefls of luxury 
ajiddii&pation, thin th^y have nf^ither the meann 
nor the tiipe to attend to literary merit. It is a 
tpelancholy fa^, that men of merit and genius 
in the literary world, can fcarce make out ^ 
iubfiftence by their laboqrs, much lefs procure 
an eftablilhment; which wpuld relieve them 
from the neceflity of writing for bread* 


? J - » y 


At this enlightened day, fhall we hurt the 
feeUiHigs of a Once generous nation, no lefs 
^ifliuguilhed for t*ile tbaTi for liberality,r^ 
by aflerting th^t men of real genius not only 
ian^uifli in the Ih^des of obfcurity, but are li- 
terally ftarving ? Where ha^ fled our ancient 
Ipvc of fcience, and our boafted fpirit of 
gcnerofity? ' '^' ' ^" 

Shall 
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SHAUthe crafty and per&diawpithei»ne 
of Rtiffia not only confer penfioni ^ niiDir 
learned men, but adopt every means in htt 
power, to encourage native genius in her dof 
minions by the foundation of colleges and 
academies ; with fuch profufe' liberality 
in the fupport of then^, as have encouraged 
menof fcience, from moi) countries in {.urope^ 
to frequent her courts, Jos eft ah ho/ie doceri ; 
even let the example of fuch a policy fhame 
u$ into imitation, and let not the annals of a 
beneficent prince be tarnifhed for want of 
true g^n^rofny, ^n4 dye regard to merit an4 
genius. 

Some thirty years fmcc, more of the public 
money had been voted away, by tht fcrambling 
committee of the boufc of commons, for mere 
jobs, in qne feflloQ of parliament, than would 
be neceffary from tl^at period to the prefent, 
for the adequate encouragement of Ccience 
and genius* Such a well«timed ai^d judi- 
cipus bounty would be efteemed, in the opi- 
nion of the ingenious part of mankind, an 
atonement for many of the difgraceful errors 
of the period alluded to, ^ 

H ow- 


Bowjtitt jt^^ am iijft tbe cloud oftiiicoi^rag^* 
nCMt wtf^b^ ferfttmetime, has huog ovef tlfie 
dMDpipggeaius of Ikeraxuxe in this kingdom^' 
a few men have c^lnvated their reafon; and 
eftabltihed conferences fo|r the nititual cpmniii. 
ni cation of learned difcoveries^ and for the ad* 
vancement of fcidnee, polite )he)racurp and an- 
tiquities, Thcfe gentlemen, intheyicar 1786^ 
have procured a patent, and were inco)rporate(| 
nnder the denomination of the Ra^aJ Irish Aca* 
dctny. They havcfince confiderably e^iereafed 
their numbers, and have been of much fervice 
jn the caufe of fcience. Their learned. prefi- 
dent animates the fociety, not only by his ex? 
ample, but by hjs bounty, 

NoTWiTHSTANOiNG the mamfeft difadvan^ 
tages and difcouragements, that literature has 
laboured under in this kingdom, y^t Ireland at 
ihe prefent nioment, is diftinguilhejf for foroe 
men of fuperior genius, who have drawn on 
themfelves and their native country the efteem 

and attention of furrounding nations, 

» •' ... 

» 

Mr. Kirwan i§ univerfally allowed to ' 
rank among the firft chemifts of the age. Drs. 
O'Halloran, Camphjell and Crawford, arc con- 

fidered 
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fidered elegant and (elaborate amhoi^. Drs. 
Drennan, Crilmpe, and M'Kenna ajre writers, 
juftly efteeraed for their perfpicuity, precifion 
and judgmeut> Col. Vallancey, Dr. Ledwich, 
Capt. Oufiey, and Mcflrs. Beaufort", Walker, 
Hamilton, and O'Flanagan appear foremoft iij 
the lift of Iriih antiquarians^ Meflrs. Griflfitb, 
Barber, and Campbell, havie evinced no fmall 
fhare of judgment in their produiflions. Dean 
Hamilton, Dr. Young, apd the two Stacks are . 
celebrated for claflic elegance, mathematical pre- 
cifion, and philofophic refearch. The Rer. Mr, 
Auflin, and Mr. Harding, have diflinguifhed 
themfelvesby feveral ufeful andjngeniouspub- 
cations. The poetic genjus of Preftoii is muco 
?idmired^ and the writings of the Rev. Arthur 
OT eary,have acquired much celebrity for their 
conciliating tendency, and comprehenfive phi- 
lanthropy. The Earlof Charlemont, by his ad- 
mired wridngs, hath enriched both claflic and 
philofophic lore; and the truly dignified Pre- 
. late, w^ho prefides over the church of Ireland, ^ 
is no lefs an ornament to religion, by his un- 
affefled piety and virtue, than he is to the re- 
public of letters by his profound crudi- 
tion. and valuable literary communications. 
Drs. Wade and Dickfon, have added confider- 
ably to medicinal knowledfes by their late pub 

13 cations 
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lications, and when Djr. Purcell favours the 
yrorld with bis lucubiratioB3> they will do 
' honour to his country, and prove an acquiB* 
tion of the utmoft moment to the faculty. He 
is a man of profound e^rudition, a philofopher, 
a gentleman, the firft phyfician confeflfedly ii^ 
Iceland, and alcove all^ a gpo4 man* 

If genius was duly encouraged. Ire-? 
land would be as much diftinguifhed for po. 
ftry, eloquence, hiftory apd other branches 
of ppUte literature^ a^f any of the njoft celebraT 
ted nationsr Sifch confiderations ;mprefs us 
not only yith regiret, but indignation, on ac- 
count of the little attention paid to the (late of 
learning ii^ .this kingdom, It is only ou^ 
province to regret the numerous fvils that 
refult from the negtedj qf letters, and point 
out their utility tq th<? happinefs and civili- 

* • 

zation of the kingdom. It is ouf wi(h to ili- 
mulate the legislature to the adoption of fome 
general and comprehpn(ive fyftem qf educa- 
tion, for the purpofe qf removjng public ig- 
norance, and enlightening the native intcUi- 
eeucc of the mind. 


1^ 


An 
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An efie£lual fyfiem of national education 
would foon kindle a noble emulation and 
literary competition amongft proteftants, pref- 
byterians, and catholics ; and accelerate the 
progrefs of our civilixadon. The military 
ardour which pervaded the ..volunteer inflitu- 
tiofi, in a few years effe&cd a greater degree 
of civilization than the interval from the re- 
volution to the period of their formation had 
done ; and this was folely accomplilhed by 
uniting the public good with a kind of per- 
fonal ambition* 

It is by no means necelTary to enter into a 
long debate on either the neceffity, or utility 
of bringing education and knowledge to the 
door of the unlettered peafant. The mode 
by which it can be accomplifhed and means 
to fupport it have recently been pointed out 
by many writers, as eminent for their ta- 
lents, as for their patrxotifm. It therefore 
refts with the wifdom of the legiflature to 
give that efficacy to a wife fyftem of gene- 
ral education, that the importance of the mea- 
fure requires, and on the completion of which, 
the morals, virtue, and profperity of the na- 
tion fo effcntially depend. 

Thb 
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The indulgent reader wiU excufe Q^r dwel- 
ling fo long on a fuVjed which perhaps, 
may feeni a dlgreflion from the main dcfign 
of the work ; but our apology muft be ground- 
ed on the elegant and humane feutiment 
of the laiin poet, homo fumy ef nil humani^ alt- 
enum a mc ejfe puto* 

We now refumc the narrative. Few occur* 
renccs of any moment took place from the ar- 
rival of Earl Camden until the meeting of 
parliament. A calm feemed to pervade the 
kingdom afier the departure of £arl FitzwiU 
liam, but it was ferioufly to be apprehended, 
that it was that fpecies of calm which ufual- 
ly preceded a ftorm. 1 he appointment of 
a new viceroy, dtffufed fufpicions, feaiii and 
alarms, through the mafs of the people. 

V 

The catholics of Dublin had depiited de- 
legates, previous to Lord Fizwilliam's depar- 
ture, to prefent a petition to his majefty for a 
total emancipation* . They were gracioufly re- 
ceived J but from an apprehenfion that fuch 
vifitants might be two troublefome in future, 
his i|iajefty's miuifters informed the deputies, 

. that 
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that the . king's pleafurc on the fubjeft of ca- 
tholic claims was commuDicated to Earl Cam- 
den the then lord lieutenant, and that he wajs 
the proper channel through whom it might 
be knoi/^n. 

The deputation in confequencc of their in* 
ftrudlions, did not confider themfelves at li- 
berty to make any furtbi^r application. They 
returned and communicated the refult of 
their deputation to ^ numerous n^ceting of 
catho4ic^, convened for that purpofe, on the 
9th of April, at Francis Street ghapeL 

The thanks of the meeting were given to 
the delegates, for their zeal and fidtjity in ex* 
ecuting the truft repofcjd in them. The meeting 
Refolved, that they derived confolation un- 
dcr the lofs the kingdom fuftained by th|^ 
removal of the late pqpuUr ad mi nift ration, 
in conteimploting the rifing fpirit of harmony 
;3in4 co-op€|ration among all feds an^ defcrip- 
tion of Iriftimen, fp rapidly accelerated by 
that event,, and they, earneftly recommended 
to the catholics of Ireland, to cultivate by all 
poflible means, the friend &ip and affedion 
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pf their pfoteftam brethren, fatisfied as they 
Were; that national union was national 
firength^ hbappinefil and profpefity 

They iikcwile Refolved, " That they were 
fincerely and unalterably attached to the rightst 
liberties, and independence df their native 
country j and they pledged themfclVes col* 
leftively and individually to refill, even 
their own emandpatton, if propofed to be 
conceded upon the ignominious terms of an 
acquiefcence, in the fatal tneafure of an union 
with the fifter kingdom/' 

A LARdx body of the ftudentS of Trinity 
college, who on tbat day had waited on Mr. 
Grattan with an addrefs, came to Francis 
Street Chapel, during the fitting of the ca^ 
tbolic meeting; they were admitted in the 
• tooft refpeftful manner. They communicated 
ibeir addrefs, together with Mr. Grattan*s 
anfwer to tbc meeting ; after which it Was 
Refolved, •* That the catholic meeting obfer- 
Yed with grateful cordiality an honeft exulta-* 
tion on the appearance of a body of the learned 
and ingenuous youth of Ireland, amongft 
thtm ; tbey accepted their patriotic adojition 

of 
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of their caufc as the fureft oiricQ of its fuccefs,' 
and they invited and requcfted the prefent 
refpedtable vifitorsj^ with their brethren of the 
univerfity, to honour their future meetings 
with their prefence and fupport, in this cafe 
they feemed to found their hopes of complete 
emancipation^ or the caufe of Iriih liberty, as 
they called it, on the union among Irlfhmeii 
alone. 

It muft appear evident, that the hippi- 
nefs and profperity of Ireland, cannot other- 
wife be effeftcd, than by an union among 
eVery fe£l and defcription of the conlmunity ; 
yet the condu^l of the (Indents on this oc- 
cafion was diametrically repugnant to acade- 
mic inftitutions and regulations; 

If we look back to the former iiate of the 
kingdom, it will appear felf-evident^ that 
our prefent fituation is coaiiderably influen- 
ced by it. The firft fpecimen of ErigliA 
government, in this country, was introduced 
by a baibaroas horde of military adventurers 
-Mrhofe^ objed was plunder and d(^vaftation. 


') 
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they were oppreflivc and rapacious in their 
condu6t, and denied the Irifti, not only the 
benefits of the £nglifh laws and conftitution» 
but, onoccaiions, treated them as enemies*^ 

When Henry II. landed in Ireland, we 
were not inferior to England in either re- 
finement or civilisation. But from that pe- 
riod, to the reign of Henry the VII. domef- 
tic feuds and foreign wars, fo embarrafled the 
affairs of England, that the interefis of Ire- 
land were little attended to. 

• 

ITuRiKG this interval, rapine and military 
tyranny. not only rendered the natives fe« 
\ rocious, but reduced them to the moft deplo- 

rable fituation. Penal ftatutes and the fword, 

« 

1 were the means adopted for efie&ing the fettle- 

: ment and fecurity of the land ; and fc^rce a 

^ political regulation took place in the king- 

dom, until the days of Queen Elizabeth. 

Unohr the reigns of James and Charles, fa- 
naticifm endeavoured to banifh the only rcli* 
gion known te the people ; cruel and rapa- 
cious 
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do^s governors attempted to inforce by the 
fword, opinions oil the minds of the people ; 
as well as by ads of the mod lavage cruelty, 
indbarbarous feverity. 

Non-cokfornJity to ireligious reiormatioii 
Was too often made the pretext for robbing, 
bot only the native Irifti, but alfo the earlf 
JEngiifh adventurers ; and thcfecent fettlersjin 
oidet to add ftability to their ill-acqiiired pro- 
perty, did their utmoft to fupport and maintain 
k fupremacy ift Eiigland, dveir this kingdom. 

The natives were «clud<2d frbrii the ho- 
nours, offices and emoluments of the ftate ; 
and were robbed of their properties, ind per- 
fecutM in their religion: Thus two parties, 
as diametrically oppiofite in public as in private 

intereft, were formed in Ireland. 

« 

A siiiAti diigree of refleilioii on the fore- 
going circuiiiftances, will account for the op- 
pdfiti'on recently given to catholic emancipa- 
tion } but it is an oppbfition, which will jdeld 
to time aind reaibn. 

Religioijs animbfity will be fubdued hf 
the reiurm^g tide of hmttan benevolence as 

^ ? the 
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the full comtnunicatioh af political power^ 
tannot in the courfe of things be inftantaneous, 
but, like the fruit of the earth, it muft be the 
growth of maturity, and the gift of time. 

•Prjijudice an4 illibcrality will foon be 
banifhed the Iand» and all didinf^ions 'will 
ceafe, but thofe of a good or bad citizen. 
What, a piflure o£ liberality and moderation 
did the condu6l of the eftablilhed clergy of 
Ireland exhibit, during the recent application 
for catholic emancipation ? Mapy pious and 
learned prelates exerted their eloquence in 
parliament, in fiipport of Catholicity ; and the* 
entire body of the proteilant clergy, in their 
condud on thi^ occafion, have fully approved 
themfelvea the difciples of the meek, mild, and 
gentle author of chrifti^nity. 

While the voice o( religion thus accords 

m 

with that of the people at large, the general 
wifli muft ihortly prevail ; but we are fatisfied 
that what appears from the temper of the timea 
imprafticable, it is as imprudent to folicit, 
as it would be deftrudive to the nation to at- 
tempt by any other means. 

In- 
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In confequence of a balloting for the aug- 
mentatioa ia the militia, that took place this 
feflion, riots and affrays enfued in various 
parts of the kingdom ; and niany of the igno- 
rant and unfortunate populace, in the conflict, 
were put to death by the military. 

On the firft ballot for a militia in this king- 
dom, fimilar bloody fcenes commenced, owing 
entirely to a mifconception in the minds of the 
people, with refpeft to the real objeft of the 
inftitution : which would have altogether been 
prevented, had a timely and proper explana* 
tion of the militia bill been" given. There is 
^ every reafon to prefume, ths^t the augmenta- 
tion of the militia this year, is refilled on the 
fame principle it was in the year 179Z j all 
which might have been prevented by fully ex- 
plaining the militia a£l to the people, and by a 
judicious fyftem of raifin^ the meii. 

It certainly requires a little more addrefs 
than the generality of |[overnors and deputy 
governors who conftituted the balloting com- 
mittees poffefled J to reconcile the minds of the 
lower orders of the people at this crifis, to the 
pilitia fyftem, which they . coi^dfTf d little 
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fhort of a requiiltion. At a momeot wbca 
public credit is unhinged/ and multitudes of 
tnanufaAurers aftually ftarvibg, furely, every 
precaution otight to be ufed to conciliate the 
iivotirable opinion of the people, to every 
additional burden, impofed them. 


« ^ ' - • 


We have fecn with forrow, many inftanccs 
of cruelty in quelling popular difturbances. 
The idea t>f (bedding the blood of our fellow 
creatures/ ought to excite horror in eveiy 
breaft, however callous to the feelings of hu- 
manity ; and it cannot be admiflible but upon 
the mod prefling and momentous neceflity, 
when either the peace of the kingdom, or the 
cxiftencc of fociety is menaced with de- 
ftni^ion. 

But the vengeance due to this enormous 
crime, (hould not oe exercifed upon every tri- 
fling appearance of infliniSlive refiftance, how- 
ever mifguided, a <iJforderly aflemblage t)f 
half-ftari?ed, unarifaed wretches, opprefled 
indeed, as unqueftionabjy the poor of this 
kingdom are, with 'mifery aiicf want, who ai- 
Vemble either to communicate their grievances 
^^ • * ' and 
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and hardihips, or to devife fome fchcmc of 
redrefs; or probably feduced by the artful 
addrefs of fome bafe mifcreant, with the inferr 
nal view of promoting his ambitious fchemes, 
by their guilt. Men thus led to ^commit mo- 
mentary afts of indifcretion and irregularity, 
are by no means objefls of dire vengeance, but 
rather of pity, and heart-rending commifer 
ration* 

In all fuch cafes, governmant fboulfl impofe 
it as a duty on the civil power, to ufe- their 
utmoft efforts to make the infatuated and de- 
luded people, fenfible of their dangers, and 
their errors, at the fame time adminifteridg to 
them the pleafing hope of ^n alleviation of 
their miferies. Such condufl would be more 
ponfonant to the mild, and perfuafive precepts 
of humanity, and much mpre honourable and 
advantageous to the ftat^, than to butcher theni 
without deliberation, and drench their remoci? 
ftrances with their blood, 

If the magiftrates confcientioufly difchargecj 
^heir duty, little tumult or riot would difturb 
the peac^ of the coy wry, and the people would 

n?ver 
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Jicver, from deif)air of redrefs, be brought tq 
the perpetration of deeds of violence and 
outrage. 


The fbrnier niiferies of Ireland we wiih 
to fee buried in everlafting oblivion. We will 
therefore pafs them over without comment. 
But at the joyful period when that long-wifh- 
cd-for union among the people, is taking 
place ; let the hands and hearts of all my 
countrymen be united for the prefervation of 
the peace and prosperity of the nation. Let 
neither profcription, nor arms, be reforted to ; 
but let conciliation, take place of both : Jet in- 
duft'ry be encouraged, and merit rewarded. 

Th£ induftrious peafentry conftitute the 
fupport of the nation ; and therefore their 
minds and affedions ought to be meliorated 
to their fituations, and made as comfortable 
as a ftate of fubordination can conliftently ad- 
mit of. 

W» iincerely truft, that the liberty of the 
fubjeft may never experience the dreadful at- 
{ack^ of lai^year, when refpeftabje, decent and 

'" '■'' ' ' ^ • '•' '" induftri. 
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induftrious men, were confined for months 
in a common gaol, and that upon the evi- 
dence of the vileft informers ; bail rcfti- 
fed, trials fufpended, the health and proper- 
ty of the innocent prifoners dcftroyed, and 
at their acquittal the perjury of the informers 
were fo notorious, that even the lawyers for 
the profecution reprobated it in the moft fe- 
vere terms. May thefe fcenes never be remem* 
bered but as Watch lights to guard us againil 
fimilar difafiers ! 

Wx omitted to mention in the tranfa&ions 
of the preceding year, that an highly popular 
charadler, Mr. » Archibald Hamilton Rowan, 
had been charged with treafonable and fediti- 
Qus offences, and that having abided the deci- 
fion of the law, was found guilty, and fenten- 
ccd to two years imprifonment; but fhortly af- 
ter made his efcape from Newgate, through the 
connivance of the deputy gaoler. 'The often- 
fible reafon afligned for Mr. Rowan's flight 
was, the apprehending the unfortunate Mr. 
Jackfon, in whofe treafonable and traiterous 
fchemes, itapl^aied that Mr. Rowan had 
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been deeply implicated. As an amiable pri- 
Tate chara&er, Mr. Rpwan was admired, re- 
vered, and efteemed ; but when w^e view him 
in a public capacity, we are confounded and 
furprized ; we feel for the man, while we 
-cendemu and exeerate his political creed. 
Behold a gentleman of confiderable landed 
property, of poliflied and refined manners, li- 
beral education, j^ud blefled with the greateft 
of all domeftic comforts, a good wife and 
numerous progeny, humane beneficent and 
charitable ; behold fuch a chara£lei led aft ray 
by an overheated imagination, or through ex- 
celEve credulity, become the dupe of party to 
embfoil the peace of his country; yet, on ac* 
conut of bis ifnany good qualities, we 
will bury in the grave'of oblivion qne crime, 
and fhed a tear over the memory of ,the 
friend, whofe weaknefs we deplore. 

If we caft our eyesf around us, and contem 
plate the ftate of Europe for fome months * 
paft, the fcene is not only awful but alarm- 
ing. The arms of an ^reCftible and vidori-r 
ous republic every i/^hereOiumphant from 
"Pyrenees to the Rhine j the combined powers 

fiying 
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flying or fled ; the utittod, ftaies of Holland an- 
nexed to the republic of France ; the Stadhol- 
der banilhed, and his power aboliflied ; the 
Emperor trembling in his capital, Prufiia 
temporifing with Great Britain, while fecret- 
ly negotiating with France. Spain, and Italy, 
on the eve of a revolution, whilft in the midft 
of the univerfal commotion, the odious Ca- 
therine had fubjugated a kingdom, and de- 
throned a virtuous monarch. 

At home, trade nearly annihilated by the 
continuation of the war, the poor ftarving, 
and the price of all kinds of provifions fp ex* 
orbitantly dear, astooccaiion commotions in 
feveral parts of the empire. This is furely 
a critical period for the impofition of new . 
taxes and new burthens, for the purpofe of* 
fublidixng foreign princes, in brd/sr to gua^d 
their own territories* At a time, when it is no- 
torious, that all thofe powers are endeavouring 
to patch up a peace with there public of 
France ; and when Britain, at the commence- 
nicnt of the campaign, ha^ ordered home the 

miferable 
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ble remnant of a once Bourifhing army to 
guard her own coafts againft foreign invafion 
and domeftic commotion. 

W« had once a dignified exiftence m Eu- 
TO]pe, fuimus Trees. The only-»alleviation of the 
general damp and gloom, which pervade the 
empire, is the recent marriage of his Royal 
Highnefs the Prince of Wales with an amia- 
ble Princefs of the illuftrious Houfe of Brunf- 
wick ; an event whicli has cheered defpon- 
dency, and diffufed joy through the breafts of 
a loyal people and benevolent foverei^n. 

But wife meafures ought inflantly to be 
adopted by the minifters of the crown, to 
prevent the dangerous example of a neigh- 
bouring nation infufing her poifonous princi- 
ples into the hearts of our people, to the 
fubvcrfion of our conftitution^ and the over* 
throw of civil fociety. Th^ remedy is at 
hand, it confifts in one word,-r-^^at:^* Nothing 
but that can reftore public confidence and 
public credit, revive ^he drooping manufac^ 

ture^ 
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tures of the country, and give animation, and 
vigour to trade and commerce. 

A BILL had pafled the commons this fef- 
fion, for the encouragement of the brewery. 
It was a bill of much importance, as jnoft ma- 
terially conne£ted with the health and morals 
of the people ; it was, therefore a meafure of 
much general expe£lation. However, on the 
fecond reading of it in the houfe of lords, it« 
was warmly aud fuccefsfully oppofed by 
the lord chancellor, for which oppofiticm his 
lordftiip affigned the following reafons : That 
however defirable the objeft of the billjnight 
have been, yet it was fo formed as to be utterly 
inadmi'flible ; it went, his lordlhip ob^y^^ to 
a direct violation of a coropad be^^g^]^- 
liamcnt and the crown, in a conimutaiion^f 
the civil lift for the hereditary^ . rjevenue, fo 
far as concerned the duties oq beer and ale 
without fubftituting any other revenue in 
lieu thereof. It went alfo to repeal the pri- 
vileges vefted by Mr. Beresford's excife law* 
in revenue officers for infpefting the premi- 
fes of brewers in fuch manner as would be 
moft ufeful to the revenue. 

The 


Th* cpnlideratiou of the bill wis pofipHpn* 
ed for a fortalgbt, as the houfc of (om** 
mon$ had ^djouroed for a weel^, and would - 
ia the interim meet, and being apprised of 
the objedionable parts of th^ bill;, might pre- 
pare another con fonaiit to the principle, but 
free from the objcdions of the prefent billL 

The commons brought fofward another 
biU> free from the above objedlions, which 
has fince pafled into a law ; whereby the brew- 
ery will be encouraged efieftiially, and the 
health, mor^jls, and induftry of the people 
preferved* 

^t<-^ift*i^buld conduce much to the intereft 
^^%fi?lfrASour of the crown, as wxll as to the 
jllkfce 'ifild happinefs of the kingdom, to fim* 
plify the revfende fyftem, which has now be- 
come inexplicable even to the fapient framers 
of it. If ever any fyftem can introduce def- 
potifm and arbitrary government into the 
kfngdom, it will be the revenue fyftem* 

w 

The nation cannot be too guarded againft 
the encroachments of a code, which has al- 
ready 
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Tctdy cohftituted in this country imptfium 
in imptrio. 

Thx entire fyfiem is become objeAionable 
on many accounts. It certainly is incompati- 
ble with every idea of jufticc, that the fame ' 
fet of men (hould fit as judge and jury on the 
property of the nation. It is a principle which 
our conftitution abhors, and has crept into ufc 
in a furreptitious manner. 

It is alledg^d that unlefs the commiflioners^ 
of the revenue were invefted with a fummary 
power of deciding on revenue matters between 
the fubje6l and the crown, the courts of law, 
from their, ufual delay, would not for years be 
able to difpofe of revenue fuits. 

Although we. fincerely lament the delay 
and procraftination of the courts of law, yet 
with all their incbnveiiiencies we ought to 
prefer them to anew jurifdidtion, unknown to 
the conftitution, and which may be converted 
to dangerous ufes. 

A SIMPLIFICATION of thc revcuue code 

« 

would remove all the inconveniencies and 
fcandalous abufes that pervade a fyftem, where 

fraud 
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fraud, oppreffion^ ancl peculation, arc fo pre- 
dominant. 

Thereby the necefiity of litigation would be 
precluded, and the coUefiion of the revenue 
facilitated, while the country would be re- 
lieved from the intolerable burthen of paying 
between feventeen and eighteen per cent, for 
the coUedion of a revenue, that on an 
average ought in juilice, not to exceed fevea 
per cent, which even is confiderably higher, 
than what Great Britain pays, on a fimilar en- 
gagement. 


■ I 
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CHAR XV. 

Tie Hou/e of Conimons met parfuant to adjourn- 
ment — Their Proceedings — Riots in manji 
Parts of England on account of the fcarcity 
xf Provifions — Trial of the Rev. Wm. Jack/on, 
for High Treafon — Fofdfid Guilty — Mr. Jack/on 
dies in the Court — Strangers excluded the Gal- 
lery of the Houfe of Commons — Admitted 
/igain under certain Reflridions — A Refponftbi- 
iity Bill introduced — A Bill for tht abolition 
of the Police — Acquittal of Warren Haftings 
— Roman Catholic Bill introduced by Mr. Grot- 
tan — Its Fate — Earl Fitzwilliam in the Bri^ 
tifh Houfe of Peersy demands an Enquiry to be 
made into the Caufes of his recal — Objer- 
nations on Lord Carliflt^s Reply to Lord Fitz- 
ivilliam^s Letters — Riots in Connaught — Ob^ 
fervations on thefve Caiholic Regiments ordered 
to be raifed — The cruelty of employing Crimps 
in the Recruiting Service — The Ingenuity of the 
French in the Invention of ike Telegraphe — A 
Defcription of it — Reflexions arijtng from the 
Circumfiances of the Times — An Enquiry into the 
Secejffion of the Heads of the Whig Party y to the 
Vox. II. S fupport 


■ 
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of the prefent Admmiflration — The Bill tm> 
extend Ecclejiajiical Leafes to three Lives^ 
thrown out in the Lords — Mr* GraydofCs Mo- 
tion relative to Mr. Ottiwell — Sir Laurence* 
TarfotCs Motion relative to the Number of 
Troops on the EJlablisiment. 

A.D. 1795- T^^J^ ^^"^"^ ^ Commons: 

•L met purfuant to adjourn- 
ment onTuefday, the zift of April. An an- 
fwer from hi^xcellency the lord lieutenant, 
to the addrefs^^be houfe, was reported, and 
ordered to be entered on the journals. A 
congratulatory addrels was agreed on, to his 
majefly on' the happy event of the Prince of 
Wales's nuptials with a princefs of the houfe 
of Brunfwick ; and an addrefs was alfo voted 
to her Majefty at the fame time, to congratu- 
late her on the fame joyful event.. 

Ft muft be admitted that the condufl ofour 
Queen has been extremely exemplary, both as 
a wife, and as a mother. She has been a perfeft 
pattern of female excellence, in each of thefe 
charadlers ; wherfefore an addrefs of this kind 
muft be extremely grateful to her majefty's 
feelings on that happy occafion. 

Mr. 
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Mk. Forbes prefented the treafufy bill, 
Vhich was received. Mr; Pelham's condudl 
on this occaiion was manly and candid, it wafsf 
both gentlemanlike and conciliatory. 

Mr. Grattan moved that a committee 
Ihould be appointed, to take into confideration 
the ft ate of the nation ; the objedl of which 
was, to inveftigate the caufe of Earl Fitzwil- 
liam'^ fudden recal from this country. The 
motion was negatived by a majority of no. In 
the courfe of the debate, it appeared that ar- 
rangements, and not raeafures, were the reafl 
caufe of Lord Fitzwilliam's removal ; and 
tipon the whole it was evident, there had been 
too much addrefs upon one part ; and too/ 
much placidity on the other. 

Mr. Secretary PkIham ^vowdd, that 
he and his friends, oppofed Mr. Pitt, un- 
til the urgency of public concerns demanded 
the affiftance and concurrence of evt^ry friend 
to his country : they coalefced with him with^ 
out any ftipulation whatfoevef. They oppofed 
Mr. Pitt on principle, and were now induced 
from the neceffity of the times to fupport 
him on principle, and they ibared in office^- 

S z rfaas 
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that they might (hare in refponfibility. He 
declined entering farther on the motives 
which occafioned the coalition between the 
Duke of Portland and his friends, with Mr. 
Pitt. It certainly could anfwer no falutary pur- 
pofe, and might be conftrucd into an zSX of 
indifcretion, and probably a violatioa of con* 
fidence. 

An addrefs of congratulation was moved to 
the princefs of Wales exprellive of the happi- 
nefs and cordial fatisfadlion of all his majefty^s 
fubjefts on the happy occaiion of her Royal 
Highnefs's nuptials with the heir apparent. 

The high price of provifions had been pro- 
du6live of riots and tumults in various parts 
of Great Biitain during thefe few weeks paft ; 
but to the honour of Ireland may it be faid, 
that although provifions had rifen to exorbi- 
tant prices, yet the people remained peaceable 
and quiet, if we except fome few inftances to 
the contrary, occafioned by the militia bufi- 
nefs, the high price of lands, and low price of 
labour^ 

How far it was prudent in government, jd: 
a moment of general ferment, to force an ad- 
ditional 
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ditional hew ballot throughout the kingdom^ 
the confequences will ftiew. 

Wk abhor all tendency to fedition and riot, 
but we are perfuaded from the moll attentive 
confideration that rack rents, enormous grand 
jury aflcffments, together with the infufion of 
French principles and the low price of labour, 
have in a great meafure fomented, and kept up 
the fpirit of defenderifm in the country. Were 
thefe evils removed, the kingdom would no 
longer be difturbed by Defenders. 

This is not a feafon for irritation, whea 
Europe, emerging from the convulfions of war, 
is menaced with a general famine, and the 
poor are brooding over their wretchednels and 
mifery in filent difcontent. 

However we may approve the militia fyftem 
as a good mode of national defence, yet we are 
fully fatisfied that it ought not to be attempted 
by ballot in a country circuniftanced as this 
is, at this period. The peafantry were not 
fully prepared for fuch a meafure, wherefore the 
balloting has been attended with difficulties, 
Qutrage and riot, which might have been pre- 

S 3 vented 
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vented by adopting a mode more palatable tp 
the people. 

Ok the 23d of April, a remarkable trial took 
place in the court of King's Bench, before lord 
Clonniel. It was for high treafon, — a crime 
fcarcely heard of in this kingdom for a century 
part. The Rev, William Jackfon arrived at 
Dublin from England, on the 4th of March, 
1794. His objeft was to learn the ft ate of the 
Jdngdom, and to communicate the fame to 
the national convention, for the purpofe of iut 
ducihg them to invade this kingdom, andover<: 
iurn our prefent happy conftitution in church 
and ftate. 

The indidlment confided of fourteen difiFe- 
rent counts, which all went to two diftinA 
points of criminality. The one purpofing and 
imagining the king's death, and the other ad- 
hering to the king's enemies ; either of which, 
by the ftatute of Edward III. upon which Mr. 
Jackfon was indi^led, conftituted in law the 
crime of high treafon. 

The feveral charges again ft the prifoner werp 
proved by an informer of the name of Coc- 
kayne an Englifhman. Mr. Jackfon being unable 

to 
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%o adduce any cvidente to inralidate the 
charges, or coanteraft the teftimony of the in- 
former, after a trial of coufiderable length, the 
prifouer was, by a very refpedtable jury found 
guilty, but, from motives of humanity, they 
recommended him as an otgeA of mercy- He 
was allowed by the court four days to affign 
caufe, why judgment fiiould not pafs on him; 
at the eiipiration of which he was brought up 
to the court of King's Bench ; but previous to 
his receiving fentencc, he fuddenly expired in 
the dock, the efieft of poifon, as was generally 
believed : the unfortunate maa feemed from 
the commencement of his traiterous defigns, 
to be under the influence of an infatuation 
verging on infanity. This is the only apology 
we can offer, either in extenuation of his crime 
or his tragical and unchriftian-like exit. 
While in prifon, Mr. Jackfon wrote an anfwer 
to Paine's Age of Reafon, in which he op- 
pofed the abfurd principles of that vile deifti- 
cal writer. It is to be lamented, however, that 
he fhould terminate his exiftence, by an a6l {9^ 
repugnant to the principles he avowed, and fo 
congenial to thofe of the enemies of our holy 
religion ; fuicide being confidered by deifts 
^s an ^ft of magnanimity and true heroifm, 

A do6lriD# 
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a doArine as incompatible with tbe chnflian 
difpenfation as it is with the firft principles of 
nature, and originating in pride or cowardice. 

It docs credit to the moderation of the pre- 
sent times, that deifticaj writers have been nei- 
ther attacked, nor called to an account for their 
writings by any civil or ecclefiaftical power. 
Two hundred years ago, they could not have 
dared todofo, without endangering their lives, 
and within that fpace of time hiilory mentions 
feveral Unitarians, Socinians and Arians, who 
have fuffered at the flake, or account of their 
religious tenets. There are, we fuppofe maiiy 
deifts in this kingdom, though deiflical wri- 
tings do not at prefent appear fo frequently 
as they did about fifty years fince; the fabjed 
indeed is nearly exhaufted, and Mr. Paine's 
Age of Reafon has added but little to the old 
flock. But even the writings of Hume and 
Gibbon, which have been diredly or indireftly 
levelled againft the Chriflian religion, have 
long fince/unk into merited oblivion, where- 
fore, we have little to apprehend from the 
author of the Age of Reafon. 

For- 


I 
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Formerly the attacks of the deifts againft 
the Chriflian religion were chiefly levelled 
at the facred writings, apd the fundamen- 
tal, of its faith founded upon them; but 
the modern free-thinkers perfuade themfelves, 
that they have at laft completed a fyftem of 
deifm. They foolifhly believe they have 
found the true principles, derived from reafon 
and experience ; by which they can overthrow 
all kinds of eftablifhed religion. They there- 
fore think that attacks upon the bible are alto- 
gether unneceflary, and that by defending and 
adhering to their pretended fyftem, and adopt- 
ed favourite'|)rinciples, they effeftually fet all 
that authority afidc, which hitherto the pro- 
feffors of chriftianity have afcribed to the 
facred writings. Alchough at prefent, the 
hell-fire club does not exift, ^^^et were a new 
one to be cre£led, we believe, there would be 
by no means a want of perfons, who are abun* 
danily qualified for fuch a fraternity. 

Most of thofe who expiate their crimes with. 
..the forfeiture of theiMives, attribute their mcr 
lancholy end to faUath-breaking, and a total 
negle(fl of the excellent moral precepts enjoin- 
ed by theChriftian religion j wherefore the 

pro- 
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promulgratioa of irreligious and cosfequently 
pernicious doi^rines, ought to be totally pro- 
hibited, and diiSpation and vice, difcounte- 
nanced and fuppreflied by the legiflature. 

Immoral writings and indecent prints have 
been extremely detrimental to that morality, 
which is pronounced the fupport of the 
fociety in which we live. It would redound 
much to the honour of the police of Dublin, 
to devife fome effeftual means for leflening 
the baneful evils, arifing from the number of 
proftitutes that prowl through moft parts of the 
city. The number of thefe wretobed females 
encreafcs daily, wandering about in the fireets 
b^ dozens, not only at night, but even at noon 
day : many of them are fcarcely twelve or 
thirteeu years of age, who by following their 
unfortunate occupation- bring themfelves and 
many of our youth to untimely ends, or finifti 
their days in extreme diftrefs, poverty and 
difeafe. 

Various means have been devifed to check 
the evil of proftitution, but they anfwer very 
imperfedily. The Magdalen Afylum, a very 
commendable charity, was . inftituted fome 

yeairs 
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years iince, for the benefit of females who 
wiftied to renounce their diforderly life, and 
reform their morals. But how fmall is, the 
iLumber of thofe who can be received, and 
who really return from vice to virtue, when 
compared to thofe who prefer the ways of im- 
morality. Some perhaps, are taken up in the 
ftreets and fent to Bridewell, where they are 
fcarcely raifled among the number of thofe 
who remain ; and fince no provifion is made 
for their fupport, when liberated out of prifon, 
they return partly from neceffity, and partly 
from ioclination to their former , occupation. 

That Dublin is jnfeftcd with fo many 
thieves and lobbers, and that fo many 
young men are condemned to die, is 
greatly owing to thofe wretched proflitutes. 
Here, indeed, is an ample field for a good 
police to exert its wifdom in the prevention of 
crimec, that the number of thofe maybe di- 
minifhed, who are to be punifhed/or the 
commiffion of them. 

In confequence of fome indecent and dif- 
orderly behaviour in the gallery of the houfe 
of commops^ <jccafiQned by a fudden emotion 

excited 
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ezched by a fpirited fpeech made by 
one of the patriotic members, ftrangcrs 
were for a time excluded the h«tife ; the 
gallery was however again opened for the ad- 
miffion of ftrangers, but under fach reftric- 
tions, and limitations, that it was confidcred 
by many of the members, calcu^ted for the 
admilfion of certain creatures of government 
alone ; upon this prefumption Mr. Egan regu- 
larly moved every day, that the gallery 
ftiould be cleared, a motion he was deter- 
mined to perfevere in, until the former modes 
of admiflion to the gallery were allowed, 
which fhortly after took place at the inftance 
of that worthy charader Col. Blaquiere. 

The refponfibility bill, and the abolition 
of the police meafuies fo long and fo ardently 
fought after by the oppofition, were at length 
carried into effeft, by the unremitting perfe- 
rerance of Mr. Grattan and his friends. 

After a trial of feven years continuance, 
Warren Haftings was acquitted by the Britilh 
hqufe of peers, of the charges preferred 
fg^nft him by the houfe of commons, and of 

all 
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all matters contained therein, the lord chan- 
cellor of England was decidedly for his con- 
demnation, as were Earls FitzwilUaro, Rad- 
nor, and four other peers« 

The bill for the total emancipation of the 
catholics was introduced into the houfe of 
commons by Mr. Grattan ; it was received, 
and ordered to be printed, and on the 4th of 
May, during the fecond reading, it was re- 
jefted by a majority of feventy one, after 
the houfe had fat on the difcuffioa of the bill 
upwards of fixteen hours. 

Perhaps there never was a political quef- 
tion debated in parliament, on which more 
eloquence was difplayed, than on the catho- 
lic queftion : during a debate of unexampled 
Jength, one might have expefted fomc 
diminution of fire and energy, but on^no 
former occadon do we ever remember fo pow- 
erful and fo ftriking an exertion of oratorial 
powers. 

Our gracious fovereign and his parliament 
of Ireland have mad.e in the courfe of a few 

veaYs 
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years great con ceflions to the catholics, with 
which they ought to be content, at leaft, un- 
til the lower orders of the catholic community 
are fufficiemly qualified for the reception of 
the full and entire participation of the confli* 
tuiioa, by the progrefs of civilization, and 
the benefits of education. 

In the Britifti fenate. Earl. Fitzwilliam dc*' 
manded an enquiry into the caufe of hi» 
recal, in order to afcertain where the blame 
was to attach ; whether to the minifter or him- 
felf, but the miniftry refolved to oppofe any 
inveftigation whatever, touching his lordfhip^s 
rccal. 

£arl Carlisle publiftied a reply to Earl 
Fitzwilliam's letters. In this reply his lord* 
fliip is brief without being fatisfaftory, and 
concife without being clear Lord Carlifle 
faid, it was generally believed, that in the 
final arrangements and concluding conver- 
fation between Earl Fitzwilliam, and his 
majefty's minifters, it was fettled, that no 
material meafure, either as to perfons or 

things 
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things, was to be decided upon without a fur- 
ther communication and concurrence with 
the cabinet of England^ 

Further communication, if Earl Fitz- 
William's letters be genuine, there was, with 
the Britifli cabinet, relative to perfons ; and 
BO objeflion was even hinted relative to the 
arrangements his lordfhip propofed to make 
on the fubjeft. As to catholic emancipation 
Lord Carlifle exprefled a terror and appre-. 
henfion, at the precipitancy with which the 
meafure was brought forward. His lordftiip 
delivered it as his opinion, that as no attack 
or accufation had been aimed at lord Fitzwil- 
liam's charafler, there was no ueceffity for the 
juftification into which his lordlhip had en-^ 
tered. 

Every loyal and good fubje^l muft la- 
ment and feverely condemn the enormous 
excefles of a fet of deluded wretches, who 
have been for fome time paft deftroying the. 
internal peace of the country ; many ofthefe 
mifcreants have been impelled to their hor- 
rid depredations by a fpirit of riot, rapine 
and plunder; but as all the recent diftur- 

bances 
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bances have not originated in the fame in 
famous motives, it is but an aft of juftice 
to draw a line of difcrimination* 

In the counties of Rofcommon, Leitrim^ 
and Longford, the iiifurgents complain that 
they cannot fubfift on fjur pence a day, the 
tjfual wages given in thofe parts, and they 
demand eight pence. Thefe unfortunate peo- 
ple alfo complain of the exorbiiant rents of 
land ^s an infupportable grievance. It rauft 
be admitted that rack rents have been the 
real caufe of driving many of the wretches 
in Connaught to defpair. 

Their enormities and exceCfes muft be pu* 
nilhed, however humanity may feel for their 
fituation, ad policy point out the necefSty 
of adopting meafures to prevent the growth 
of the evil. We befitate not^ once more to de- 
clare, that exorbitant rents with the low price 
of labour have been thefource and origin of 
moft of the late diftuibances that have ter- 
rified and convulfed the country ; and the 
folly of men of large landed property in 
letiing their eftat«s to a defcription of people 

denomi- 
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denominated middle men^ have alfo coutribu- , 
ted to produce the evil complained of. 

At a {ime when the violated .laws are 

preparing all their horrors for the punifh- 
ment of depredators and delinquents in dif- 
ferent countries in Ireland, [it mnft be the 
wifti of evefry' humane mrnd to fuggeft the 
abfolutie neceflity of taking proper fteps for the 
prevention of fimilar outrages in future . The 
military may kill thoufands, but without a 
radical remedy forthe difeafe,' will produce 
but a momentary and an apparent calm. 

•• • » ' • - 

AiTHOUGi^ it be generally an. pngracioua 
duty ioii an hiftprian to.tre^4 cTofp upon the 
heels of the rifing events, yet anticipation 
and ipredidiofi are beyond his province. Ifi 
however, it niayjDe allowable, from theafpeft 
of prefent appearaiiceS;^ to judge of future 
events f ^he nejc^ .fisflion of parliament will 
fr^me fuch la^^^^a^ will completely check 
all difprd^rly proceedings in the populace 
heife^fter, by reinpving the caiife nam enfe 
rficidendup^ ffi^ iifiTHedicaiile-n^uhus. 

Vol. II. T F 
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Five regiments of the Trifti brigade,. of two 
battalions each, have been revived, and comr 
roanders are fent over to this kingdom, to re- 
cruit none but Caiholics, to w^hpin tbey pro- 
mife the free exercife of their, religion, and 
the conftant opportuniiy of attending di- 
vine feifvice, performed by chaplains of their 
own per fuafion. It is h 6 we ver to be remarked, 
that all the commiffions ia tbefe revived corps, 
are to be given to the officers of the old Irifli 
brigade ; and if a fufficient number of them 
caiinot be found,, they are to be completed 
by Englilh and Irifti Catholics only* 

Thk Duke of Portland, in order to encourage 
the recruiting and immediate fhcbrpor^tioii 
of thefe new-raiied corps, to v«rhom be could 
promife no |)rofpe<Sl of reward on the eftablifii- 
ment, wTDte a moft polite and flattering letter 
to a gentleman who had the command of one 
of thefe regiments, affuring him, that^f by a 
fortunate turn of eVents the French Mraarchy 
Jhould be reftored, either during or after the 
prcfent war, and their attachment to their 'fdr^ 
mer matter ft ou Id call upon their gratitude 
for paft favour*, they ftioufd be ckmfidered at J 

full liberty to arm themfelves again under 

their 
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iKeir former flandard,— a more flattering and 
honourable cortipliment could not be ^aid^ td 
the long tried loyalty of the Irilh nation. 

One of the great evils of war in a free coutL- 
tty is, the encouragement given to deceit^ 
fraud and cruelty, in procuring recruits fot 
the fervice* When the war is in itfelf unpo- 
pular, the bounties to recruits rife in pro- 
ponton to the general feludlance to enljif. 
When the bounty is at the higheft, the more 
extenfjve and fubtle is the fyftem of-conver- 
ting it to accotint through all the fubordi- 
nate gradation^ of the tnilitary brokers, from 
the commiffioned officer down to the unfor- 
tunate fecruit. He, too oftcfn, is feduced by 
the inciiutious acceptance of a fcanty relic of 
the dipt and fweated boiiuty, that at length 
teaches the haiid fof which it was origi- 
tially intended entii'e ind full. 'The re- 
cruiting hpufes kept by crimps and kidnap- 
pers in Dublin, and maliy other towns iri 
this kingdom, are the general fcenes of the 
enormities committed in this a^oeious and 
inhuman traffic. ' 
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Debauchery and intoxication, the gene- 
ral means offeduflion into the engagement ; 
force, "cruelty, and fonietimes' perjury, the 
remedy againft repentance in the moment of 
returning fobriety and reflcdioh, thefe' evils 
will ever exift as long as the\prefent re- 
ctuiting fyilem is continued. 

Whatever may be our conviAton of the 
Deceffity of the war, or thepraden.ee of its 
continuance, the prefent alarming ferment 
of the public mind, forbids us to explain* 
Ka motive or incentive to the war has been 
unapplied by its advocates to engage eve- 
ry clafs and defcription of people in it.; the 
defence, glory, and propagation of the^^ gof- 
pel ' of Chrift, and the effablifhment of eve- 
i-y principle of truth, juftice and morality, 
have been difplayed in oppofitian to the im-^ 
pious and wild fyftem of French democracy.. 

« 

Far be it from us to jiidge of thejullice 
ef any caufe, Iby the iffue or fuccefs of hu- 
man events ; we abhor republican princi- 
ples as much as any of the molt zealous fup- 
porters of our confttution can do ; yet if it 
ever concerned the people to know the real 

principles 
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principles upon which the fyftem of govern- 
ment and the piiblic inteVefts of the nation 
were conduiSed ; it certainly is in that hour, 
in which the largefl: fupplies and levies are 
called for, in which ftrong and feverc mea- 
fures are adopted by the executive and le- 
giflative powers. But, the con fu fed darknefs 
of the meafilres of our cabinet, as well as 
ofthofe of the c<imbined powers, render it 
impbflible at prefent, to fpeak with that 
precifion of fafts, which the winding up of 
the cataftrophe will probably enable the fu- 
ture hiftorian to do, 

DuaiNG the whole of this difaftrous. 
war, the French have been rem arkable for 
energy of a6lion and ingenuity of invention. 
For great national purpofes, nothing ever 
equalled the Telegraphed either in ancient or 
m'odern improvements ; it conftitutes one of . 
the moft ufeful effefts of th^ir marvellous ex- 
ertioQS* 

The Telegraphe confifts of upright polls, 
cre6led on heights at the diftance of twelve 
or fifteen miles from each other 5 on each poft 
are two tranfverfe arms, which are movea- 

T3 blc 
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We in all idire<6ttons with extreme rapidiiy, 
by means of a iingle piece of mechanifm. 
The pofition and form of thefe arms ftaocl 
for diflferent letters or cyphers agreed upop 
between the perfonsat the two extremiiies. 
Though the number of forms into which 
thefe arms may pt worked is definite, yet 
the combination either by way of leiters or 
cyphers is almoft indefinite^ and the mean- 
ing alkays arbitrary and changeable. 

So incredible has bctfn the fuccefs of the ] 

experiment, that the accoujit of the furrender 
of Conde at fix o'clock in the morning, was 
communicated to the convention before 
nine o'clock on the fame day : a vote paflecj 
immediately for acknowledging the good 
fervices of the army of the North ; it was con- 
veyed to the army, and an anfwer received 
from them by the telegraphe, before the con^ 
vention feparated for dinner. 

This extreme velocity in conveying intel- 
ligCDCe, appears rather fabulous than real j 
^ut it is afcertained beyond doubt, that words 
and fentences can be communicated at the 
pcouceivable pate of one hjndred miles in 

the 
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Ae hoian The iavcator ofthis admirable 
inftrument for propagating, intelligence, is 
Monjieur Chappe. The perfeftion to which 
it was' brought in tbe firft jafl;ance, fjpeakis 
loudly in favour of that laudable, atten- 
tion and energy which France has lately 
matiifefted in every, improvement of art aj;i(jl 
fciencj:. ^ 

4 

What a lofs to our country tbat inventive 
genius is not duly encouraged 1 furely^ 
it ought to be the peculiar province of go- 
Viernment to fecond every effort of genius, 
having new difcoveries for its objed, as pub- 
lic improvement and national hot^our would 
prove the certain cpnfequeates ; it being an 
unqueftionable faft, that neither the produc- 
tions of genius nor art, will ever be brought 
to maturity, without the countenance andpa^ 
tronage of government;. 

In the year 1787, the truly ingenious Mr, 

Samuel Healy, of Dublin made a di.fcovery on 

philofophic and mechanic: principles, that 

would prove of the utmoft utility to navig^r 

lion in geperal. In a letter to Lord, Howe, 
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Mr. Healy offered to prove delu^nftralively^ 
by means of a working modef, that his dif- 
covery would be attended with the follow- 
ing advantage^ in navigating Ihips. of any 
burthen ;' — Firft, that, a Ihip could be acce- 
lerated in her prugrefjr when under fail, 
clear of all rigging. — Secondly, that fhe could 
proceed on her voyage in a calm at the rate 
of either one or ten knots in an hour, in pro- 
portion to the working, — Thirdly, that ftie 
wpuld not mifs her flays in tacking, and confe- 
quently would be fupported under a leer 
way ;— Fourthly, that (he would be enabled to 
get off a Lee-{hor€ in a heavy gale ;-7-Fifthly, 
that the invention would anfwer as a perpetu- 
al Log ; and Sixthly, that it would be made to 
work pumps, when the ftiip was under fail, 
or at anchor in a current. 

V . . . ■ 

It is to be lamented that the board of ad- 
miralty did not countenance this ingenious 
and laudable undertaking. But as Mr. Healy 
has eftabiifhed the principle of his hypothefis,. 
iris to be prefume.d that thq legiflature will 
countetiance a difcovery, the promulgation 1 

of which, would reiReifl credit on the talents 
*. / and 
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and ingenuity of , tire inventor, and diof ho- 
nour tp his cpuniry, . . 

; . ... , . . . 

Never has there occurred in the annals 
of tfaecmpiTR, fucb unanimity intfec fedate 
as in the profecutian of the' (>refentwaragaiiift 
France^ UpoflQ this principle did. Mti Gratun 
and . his . frtonds iu ppon a ^overh ment wtricb 
they had for a feries of years uniformly op- 
pofedv, the fingle qucftiop. of war was either 
the pretext or the ground for thi^ coalition 
of parlies. 

' • • • 

However true iv maybe, that Ii*eUnd ttiuff 
(land or fall with Gleat Britain, ' and that he* 
councils are always or generally direftefd by the 
Britifti cabinet, yet it muft ever bie denied, that 
an independent and powerful kingdom fhoul4 
be fo mean, and fubfervient to the Briiifh mi- 
niftry, as to fenjfliorl and fupport, any meafure 
replete with folly and ruin, merely bocaufc it 
is brought forward by men in office. 

If in human events there be ^ ceriaiir crite- 
Tion bf the fall' of a nation, il is w^hen the 
failures, d|faflcrs, ai|d mifmauagement of ad- 

nuniflrauon 
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minrfiration arc viewed with torpid indif» 
ference. The progrefs from this ftate to ex^ 
tretne calamity is rapid ai^d violent. 

If ia the critical moment of the cataftrophe, 
five can comraand fufficient energy^ to recover 
faerfelf from the (hock, it is a fp#tunate ha- 
zard out of human rcafoa or expeiSlation . 

In proportion to the ftrength of every manV 
ponvidion, muft he neceflarily wonder at the 
difference of others from him, upon a* fub* 
jedl equally open tQ the information of botht 
Hence arifes the difficulty of fpeaking with 
moderation and temper upon fubje£ls that ap<r 
pear to carry convidiQii with th^m, little fhort 
of mathen^atical demoriftratioD, 

* 

The feceiSon of fo many from the Whig 
party, t^at had for thef^ i^n years paft uniform* 
ly oppofed the meafurcs of adminift ration, is a 
circumftance of too great importance to the emT 
pire to be palled over In fileuce. Their ground 
fqr feceding was certainly new, and did not 
exift at the beginning, or during the conti* 
jiuance of the greateft part of Mr. Pitt's ad- 
fj)iniftrj>tion- 

Frpm 
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From the nature and conftruftion of our, 
conftitudon, an oppofition* to the miniftry of 
the day miift always exift ; but it becomes ;» 
pcrfonal iufult, to prefurae that any man op- 
pofes hismajefly's fervants upon other ground, 
than that their principles and a£iious are 
dangerouiS to the ftaie, brhoftile to the con- 
ftitmion. 

A CHAMGE of opinion may certaitily take 
place in any man's mind, and with that change 
an honeft man alters his conduft. A miniftcr 
may propofe and bring forward a meafurc, 
which his moft aflive opponent may be under 
a flri6l obligation of not oppofing ; but whilil 
his conviftion lafts, of the unconfthutional 
principles upon which a particular adminiftra^ 
tion is founded and fupported ; probity and in- 
tegrity leave him, at the moment in which he 
gtve^ his fupport to fuch a meafure. 

It deeply concerns the intereft of the pub* 
lie, that the real political pf inciples of the 
leading members of its two eftat^s {hojtild be 
decidedly afcertained, and made known. Aa 
therefore the deferters of the Whig party, ap- 
p/ear to outvie all others in their :5eal for icarr 

rtinj 
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rying on the war, it becomes the duty of tfce 
hiftorian to prevent the reader from confound- 
ing the approbation of one a6i of the minifter, 
with a cardial and unqualified adc^ion of his 
principles and general fyftem of meafures. 

The introduflion of the duke of Portland 
and his friends into adminiftration, was a cir-r 
cumftance that aftoniftied all thofe who had 
believed their oppofuion to Mr. Pitt's ad minify 
tration grounded upon principle. When a ^ 
party has largely participated in the confidence 
of a nation for a length of time, it is a fortu- 
nate circumfUnce that calls from them an un- 
equivocal tefl of thefincerity of their profef* 
fions. 

According therefore to their future con* 
du6l will the people judge, and truft then) 
with their confidence \ and the nation, it is 
prefumed, will not confide in the prefent men 
and meafures, an atom farther than the more 
feffeflual fupport of the war; the avowed caufe 
of the change. 

So fingular is the fpirit of the prefent times, 
that when an individual undcrta^kes to think of 
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and communicate to the public, any of the 
great events that involve the deareft-interefls 
of his country, be is expeded to reprefent 
them all as terminating happily, and tending 
eflentially to promote the welfare of the 
nation. 

Wk will however admits if ever on any 
occafion, it were allowable to conceal politic 
cal truth from the people at all, it is at the 
moment when republican and fanatical princi- 
ples are fo prevalent : atfuch a time, it be- 
comes dangerous, by any kind of fpeculatioq, 
to weaken the arm of the" executive power j and 
this isafeafon, when the doftrine of obedience 
ought to be inculcated, and the exception 
ought not to be introduced into popular rea^ 
fonings and difcourfes. 

From the memorable revolutions that have 
lately occurred, we may naturally conclude, 
that it is dangerous for princes to aflume more 
authority, than the laws have allowed them ; 
and at the fame time, it muft beconfefl^d, that 
thefe events furiiifh us with another iuftruc- 
tion no lefs natural and no lefs ufeful, con- 
cerning the madnefs of the people, the fury 

of 
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of fanaticifm, and the danger.of republiean 
and levelling principles. 

A BitL to enable bidiops to let leafes for 
three lives pafled^the commons, hut in the 
lords upon the motion of bis grace the lord 
Primate, the committal 9f the bill was poft. 
poned.to the firft of Auguft^ a.meafure highly 
honourable to his grace and the other learned 
at^d worthy prelates who opposed the bill ; for 
the paffing of a bill to extend ecclefiadical 
leafes to three lives, would certainly operate 
much to the emolument of the prefent bench 
of bifhops J in this inftance, they have facri- 
£ced their own immedis^te interefb for the 
good of their fucceflbrs^ and the advantage of 
the church. 

Mr. Henry Ottiwell having perfifted 
in refufing to anfwcr a queftion put to him 
by a committee of the houfe, and afterwards 
by the houfe itfelf, relative to the conduft 
of the commiflioners of wide ftrects^ who 
had let confiderable lots of building ground 
to Mr. Ottiwell, at what was confidered 

an 
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aii wadervalue : ' Mr. Graydari moved the 
following refolutioB on the occafion, which 
was carried. " That Henry Ottiwell having 
declincid. to aiiffwer a queftion pait to him by 
a, committee ap{K>inted by . the houie^ and 
pieriifting in bis, refafal,.i$ guilty of acbmempt 
ottbe jtuthority of that houfe, and a violation 
of its privileges." 

^ Mj:. Gray DON thcti followed up thi3 re^ 
folution by a moii9n, ."That H^nry.Otti- 
well be. committed to;tbe cyftody, of the fer* 
jeam at arnas,, wbigji. ifa5 unai4tnoafly,?igree4 
to." ^ ' - ■ ; ■ 

- . ' i 

A GREAT fraud it was conceived had been 
committed on the public. ' A' committee had 
been appointed hy the houfe to makie a re- 
port on the fubjeft. But from Mr. Ottiweirs 
filence, together with a want of fufHcient in- 
formation, the committee were incompetent 
t<) pronounce any judgment. Such being rhe 
fiate of the fad, it is not in the power of the, 
hiftorian to offer an opinion on the quefiion \ 
where there is a -want of due Informatfcn,' 
citidour requires in fuch cafeis, that' 

the 
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],he cbara£ler of aaia dividual -ftitm^ iifK be 
£riliered away eveii by iij/i^u^^ioA- ' ; • 
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^ On* Wednefday the ; I ^h of M%7,- Sir Lau- 
reoce Parfons made tJhe-ioUpjving motion ia 
theihoafe ofxommoM.. **' Tbat'Johfi JEart of 
Wjeflmorlaud, by authoriOng fucfr^u6ib#r& of 
troops to be fent out of the kiugdCm, as re- 
duced the regular forces ou this eftablifhraent 
below the number required by^ law to be 
kept within the kingdom for its defence, haa 
been guihy. of violating a compaft between 
the king and' the parliament/ aud with dif- 
peuling with the law of the land/* 

'■■•-.' • ' . . . 

THJsjcQOiiqn was prad;i^6live;jof;confidera- 

blc debfttie,;, on the on^e fidie it was argued.* 
That at , the 'time of the augmentation in 
1760, .t;he crown entered ipto a f clem n com- 
pa6l, ratiiiejd.by feveral fuc9ceding .a<Ss of 
parliament ; . 7 hat tweke. .thpafapkd ^fiedtive 
men Ihould ,at all time? be .kept in thiscoun- 
try for its ^(jcfence ; : Tbft.. l^prd , Weftpior- 
lapd,. as. ^lyj^eared fj^oni the jret;pr,i}Ls : ou^ the 
table, Jiad/ent fo? many njen. a,w^y in^.^794, 

. . as 
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a^ left the kiugdom depeiiding pti a foiall^j^ 
titiitlber for it& defetice tliatx thit rpecifi^d ia 
the compa^ ; tbat bjr fo 4<^iPEr !^^ M4 y^* 
oiated th^ kind's ^iigag^m^nt^ and tht law o7 
ttic Upd, wbicb lib pfiwtt coyld difjp^afe 
with i That if ntccffity was uf ged, he bug!it 
tb iaave reforted to pafliatntat for aii k&, of 
indemnity ; biit failing to do it, it i>ecame 
parliameht tb vindicate their owti dignity and 
the iaW df the land, Hy voiing at tdtft a public 
fcenftire fyi in offeilce thslt diight tb be fol-^ 
iow<^d by imjteachttleht; 


Oil this othef iide it wai infifted, Thit 
oy examitiing the returns^ it appeared, that 
with new levies, invalids, and other i*egular 
troop^, this kingdom wsU ai no time left with 
iefs than tivelve thoiif^d liien ; that eveni 
bad LoM Wefimofiand zHtd sis it wai chat- 
ged, the exigency of the times would have 
juftified it. That thti pi ovifion in the law 
which mention efd an invsirioh gi Rebellion 
1^ Gt^t Efit^in, a^ al juftificatibn i ihould be 
i-eaionatfly extended td ah apprehended in-^ 
vafion i a cifcuihftance which every man ex* 
pefled 1x1 tbt^l^ff jrf at ; aijid, that the com- 
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pleat defence of this country, the objeA ol 
the compad, was fully anfwered by the great 
addition of force in the militia regiments* 
After the debate had continued to midnight, 
it was at length got rid of, by the queftion (rf* 
tdjoumment haying been put and carried* 
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C HA P; XVI. 

f^i difiinSioH beiw^H true andfalfe Paff-wfifm 
-^Bad Omfiqitehcts attfihg ffom the latter-^ 
Motion of the Dftke ^f Bedford in the Britifb 
Hwkfe 6f Peers, ^eiative ti Earl FttHwiniam^i 
tecaJ from the GaverHment of Ireliindn^Op\ 
pofed by Government and the Motion rejeSed 
by u amfderable Majority^^/f Protefi entered on 
the Jotirnah of the Lords, in confeguence of the 
fejedioH of the Motion — Mr. Currants Mo^ 
tion in the Parliament of this kingdom on the 
State of the Natimy negati'oed without a Divifon 
"—The Liquidation of his Royal H^hhefs the 
Prince of Wales's Dehs-^A Joitdure fettled on 
the Pfincefs ofWalts-^The abolitioh of the Po- 
lice Eftabliftmienti in tkt City of Dublin, and the 
rejioration^fthe old Watch — The judicious choice 
of Government in appointing the Eatl of Catf- 
hampton to quell the difturbaiicei in Connaughi 
^•--Tranquillity refiored to that Part of the King- 
dom — The clofe of the Sejfion of Parliament 
^^RefeSions arijihg from the State of the 
Country— Conclitfion of the Work. 

TH £ niod^ cif arguing from tbe abufe of 
any thing againft the ufc of it is one 
frf the grofieft, and at the fame time 6ne of thd 


A 
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inoft common errors to which we are fubje&. 
The hiftoryof all ages, aflfords examples of the 
abufe of patriotifm ; but wbo^ex would fiooi 
thence draw an inference to the 4ifad vaais^e 
of jpAtriotifm 4n gnaeriiU w<>uJ4 ap^ue nihly 
and ^rroaeoufly;. 

' Tli^Pf p^^otifip never f^ib to inculcate 
And &cur^ olwUenoe to tb^ Uw^ ajad i^ xrivil 
jppweT> whiie t^ ad^lteratp fygi^o^ 9f it, in-? 
0pdnQ8 ia&ipp, animfit^ Ceditian, p^twopts re^ 
>^Uiplk fuid becctnM?« the greitt fa^tce of isvch 
jbnions and public ^finvulfiona^ 

Tk)i hxilQi;iain m^ therefore retain the 
^gbeft i^egard for true and genuine pi|tri<^ifm, 
while b^ ezpof^ fU t^b^ ajb^uies of the f^lfe* 
^ m%f eyen thinly that he cannot better 
ihew h\B attachment to the former, than by 
det^ng and expofing the pe^nicioii^ tend^i- 
fij of the latter^ 

Tk» lower orders of the people, fecm to be 
agitated I^ a political hurricane, and it muft 
be admitted, that many injudicious meafures 
^nd proceedings have been recently adopted 
by many individuals undier the malk of patri- 
Qtifoi. ^^tbeCe ajtful partisans of fs^6lioa, a 

confiderable 
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cx>nfideifable d^ee of ferbtdt Bsia been elcit* 
ed throu*gh6ut tbe kingdom. 


DsBKocitATic iimoTatioii is fet^ nphf Huniy 
as tbo^ftandiard of parrtotifm. iTo a peafaiury 
atreaidy too much prepared for commotioa 
by the infufion of French principlesj^ and the 
Mrily fuggeftions of certain turbulent and fedi- 
tious fpirits ; the good to be derived from the 
leoeat conoeflbns of pj^rliament, as^it did not 
•operate iafti[nta:iiepuily, eluded their penetra- 
tiitt, and before' they e<>uld be* fenfible of their ^ 

improved fituation, they have been mifled and 
hurried into outrage and commotion in ieveral^ 
parts of the kingdom : and nothing but the J 

ju^ficlou^ interference of the executive power, 
can at this critical period, preferve the king^* 1 

dom firom the hbtrors of anarchy and com* - 

motion. 

Grievakoes exift Jn this country, both 
from the want of occupation and from the wut 
of capital, both of which, muft inevitably be 
encreafed by the prefent dift urbances. 

Thk pe<ipte (houTd reflet on the great con- 
fpHion^ already nude by the legiflature : re* 

fir>£lkms 


firi^lions have been impoled on the preroga- 
tive of the crown ; limitations on the expen- 
diture of the public money; new and ufeful 
arrangements in the financed, a check on pro- 
{iifion by the e(lab]i(hment of a treafury board ; 
together with the admiffion of the great bo^y 
of the nation to almof| all the advantages of 
the conftitution. ^,\ 

These are certainly laudable a^s in governs 
ment and ought to fatisfythe publit^ mind«* 
particularly at fo delicate and critical a. fea6w 
is the prefent. 

This is not a moment to miflead by repre- 
lentmg fa£uon innocent, and governipent re- 
prehenfible. Let government get due credit 
for its laudable aifts, and let no unfair ftate- 
ment of.circumftanccs be obtruded on the 
public mind to incite and urge the ferment too 
long already kept up by artince and defign*» 

The Duke of Norfolk in the Englilh houfe 
of peers, agreeable to a former noiice, made the 
following motion ; That an humble addrefs be 
prefented to his majefty, praying that his ma- 
jeily may be gracioufly pieafed to have laid be- 
J ' •- lore 


Since the Revohtinu %ii 

fore the houfe fuch papers, and correfpofidencie 
as had palled between his majefty's minifters 
and Earl Fitz wiliiam, while lord lieutenant of 
Ireland ; as related to his lordfiiip's recal, at 
the time both houfes granted fupplies to his 
majefty, of the greatefl munificence. 

The Earl of Coventry oppofed the motion, 
as he did not fee any neceffity there was to 
give Earl Fitzwilliam an opportunity of de^ 
fending his conduA, which had never been 
called in queftion ; it was likewife alledged 
that the motion was not warranted by any 
conftitutional principle; that it would tend to 
divulge the fccrets of the cabinet, and inter- 
fere with a prerogative of a moll ferious nature. 
Earl Fitzwilliam trufted the proppfition of 
his noble friend ought to pafs, in order that 
the country might hear his defence, as well as 
the charges minifters had to offer as to the 
caufeofbis recal ; and his lordfhip complain- 
ed that his name, his char^&er, and fame had 
fuffered exceedingly, in confequence of th^ 
circumftance, which gave rife to the preferit 
motion, he therefore called on their lordftiips, 
}n jufticeto an injured individual, to give him 
W opportijmty of clearing his chara6ter from 

thf 


the ctlumBies and aipcrfions under which \% 
laboured. 

Thb l)iilce of l^oriiand laid, that no charM 
had been made asaintl the noble lord, 
and that he did not think the bufinefs of fuf- 
ncient moment to call foi* a6 enquiry. Th? 
motion was j^ut and n^atived ^y one Jbundred 
againft twenty-five. A pfoteft wap entered on 
the journals of the houfe of lordk^ in conie-^ 
quenee of the Duke of Norfolk's niotiQii ha- 
ving being negatived. 

' Gdrran, iii«n eloqueix jTpeech 
on the fiate of the nation, in the houfe of 
commons of Ireland, concluded with a motion 

to the following effed : That an hum We 

addrefs be prefented to his majefty, afluring 

'^» •#**''■■ "" '" ••» 

his majelty of the unalterable afie£lion and 

fmcere attachment of his majefty'a* faitfafiil 

commona of Ireland, and their anicious defire 

to fupport the connexion between the two 

c|Kin tries on all pccafions, to which they are 

further induced by a coufcious fenfe of the 

prcfent fituatioA of affairs. 

That 


That his m^j^fty's &kbful coxnoiQss of Ire- 
land have granted in this year» for^he fnpport 
pf the army and navy» a fum nearly am ounit- 
iog to two millions ; and that the faid fum 
was granted unanimoufly by parliament, and 
ivith the approbation of the people. 

That when a upbleman appointed to the 
government of the kingdom had employed • 
himfelf in the purfnit of infpe£iing into, and 
refprming ahpfes* he was recalled by the n»- 
chin^tions of British miniilers. That eonfi- 
jdence had been abnfed by the traffic of ho- 
nours, and )aw vioiated byt))e |rem{ival nf 
troo|is. That Pr^cefWints and Catholics ar^ • 
fully fenfible of the t^nffitfs which they etjoy^ , 
under his ma^fty's aufpiddus feigp ; and con^ 
iider that the meafures puffited by his majef*^. 
ty's minifters ^re unknown to his majefty^ - 

ThxrbfORk his majefty's commons of Ire^ 
land do moft humbly implore, that the happi^ 
nefs, ppfpe/ity find intereft pf \a% majffty's 
fubjedls in general in tbfs kingdom^ may fbria 
part of his majeiiy^s iiiture i^ruAions to his 
piiniilers. This motion w^ negativ^^ wither . 
put a divifion* 
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Ths houfe refolved itfelf into a committee \ 

on tbe literary teachers bill : it was oppofed 
by the attorney general/ on the principle that it 
was not introduced for the general good of 
the community ; but to ferve a few indivi- 
duals, who made themfelves confpicuous 
under the title of the Abcedarian fociety. It 
was« he faid, trefpaffing on the rules of Parlia- 
ment and againft the rule of right, to make a 
{MTivate Inll a public one. If they wiihed to be 
incorporated, they fhould apply to the crown* 
The biU was negatived without a diviiion. 

Thk Prince of Walcs*s debts having under- 
gone a difcuffion in the Britifh fenate, the 
mode in which they are to be difcharged is as 
follows. The eilablifhment of the prince is 
to be increafed to one hundred and twenty-five 
thoufand pounds a year e:aclafive of the re- 
irenue of Cornwall, which is thirteen thoufand 
iKiunds a year. 

Thi debts of his royal higbnefs, exclufive 

of the fecurities which he has given for the 

d^kesof York and Clarence, are fix hundred 

aoA Vwtxp^ fi^ve thoufand pounds. To pay 

the inte^eft of thgfe debtS;^ at four per cent.. 

•^ ^wenty 
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UrcBty five tbouiand pounds a jtar, arc to l>« 
deduAed from his income, and the revenue 
of Cornwall is to be applied as a finking fund, 
to the difcbarge of the principal, which It is 

calculated it will efied iu twenty feven years. : 

» 
* 

T«a money lor tiie payment, 1>oth of the 
principal and in^reft, . is to be vefted in the 
hands, of comoiiffiMers,! over whom the prince 
is to hai^ no cofuroul. In order to pr<rven^ 
any future accumulstionof debt> his royal 
highnefs's iacome, is to be clafled uader:fev^ 
ral heads, tQ each of which a cortain foiUfis tq 
l)e allotted. 

fitjs at resjrs are to be cleafed within a givcA 
time, i^nd if they are not claimed by the crcdi* 
tors within that time, the claim is to lapfe ;'aii4 
if ihcf are not cUfcharged- within that ^me pet 
riod, the credkcMTS are to be fumiihed yi^\)^ thii 
power of recovering their debts froqi H^ 
officers employed by his royal highnefs in the 

xDanage9i<^t 4^ his^^yfliold^ 

Howavi^Bi. much the pi;odifaUty ^ dm 
prince is to be lamente4».yet it is to be lit|f|C^ 
^s royal hkhnef$ will now begin to qiial fly 
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« 

l^mfelf by pnidtooe aflul fobcr reflcaraftlbr 
|he bigfa dtttiw of \m fWnuM ftauoB. 

' ^n% commons unmimdail^ edmieur^ed ^ 
fetflkig 1^ j^mtife' df f£fb{r thcArfand pounds a 
year, on the princefs of Wales, when there was 
e^fiiSderalsle deteting on fpttta^^ the- princo 
an ^dcreafe of his eitebiitMileiM i tfut if the 
prkct had been fai a^iUwof difondk wkh tbe 
bOQle> his having beetf i«d««edf to^chm fifua^ 
tkw v9w^ owHig tc badi afdtri%8^ fm thcfro 

lere eireuibftmce^ xnilidf «fo ffN^itoit 6t fttiili 
can veil; as tlhere aM victties, wfi!oB tk^^o^^ 
fcurity of ftadoji can (h|^ud« 

Tut fiAhM ftftaMiftjMm j» Diili^ whkh^ 
from its c^ttrnfetieeidenf, ^mjs foi lotfdfy in^ 
t^ghed iigattift, wat^tt leagth ^/boDflbed, andf 
fhij peace and prt«e!|aiiott qf the cfty, coofigufedf 
to ftie ofltd *«teb, 1*be ** for tfctf ibb^e ptrr*; 
pofe, cqmnJfetfced thcj i^tft S^t*mber^ 1 795, * 


#* • 


Jt is now incQChibaM <m «bp ffeiffimtf iar ih^ 
different panfliea, with whotm their diredion 
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now that tb^ are gratHkd ^itli their favourite 
mode of noAirrDal defence. 

It is a circutnftanee highly honourable to 
Earl Camden's adininiftration> to.haTe appoi]l^» 
ed the Earl of Carhampton, to quell the di& 
turbances that unhappily prevailed 4& feme 
parts of C!onnaught. At a former period, 
when the fouth w^ eo^vul^ by iafttrgentSy 
by the humJUBity and conciiliati&g meaAires of 
his lordfhjp, peace and tfan^illtty wer« 
reftored to that dfftrafied quarter/ wtchQut 
effufion of bloo(}, vor «iy a^ -of cruelty or 
oppreffion. 

Ik the courfe of a feW days. Earl Carhamp- 
ton eieiS^d the objeEi of his miffion, by refto*^ 
ring peace to a pare of the kingdom fo kte* 
ly overwhelmed with iumulf ntL eommo* 
ikm. 

Thire is every reafon to conclude, that 
aU forrher dift^i^bances and difixmtanta will 
be of flioit duMi&ofi, as the cowatry gemle-* 
men w^mom determiood 10 b<|k>w ^ tim^y 
atteMioa to the interefts of the lower ordec. 
of the people* 


^. Ok the 5th of JoBfi^ clofed a £^011^, which 
may be confidered as one of the moft evem« 
fbl> which has been known in this country* 
It opened with the warmeft eicpreffions of the 
gratitude of parliament to his majefty^ and of 
hope in the country on the s^pointment of 
thethe^ viceroy* 

• • • • 

I The Bi&fi Important and popular oieafures 
were put in train } the public purfe wa$ 
moft liberally opened .; the money was ac» 
ceptedand the popular .viceroy immediately 
recalled^ . A rejTponiibility bill obtained^ and 
the police aboliihed in the metropolis, and 
the old watch reft ored« 

The public have certainly to regret, that 
a motion for p^intin^ t|\e report of the com- 
mittee to enquire into the management of 
the revenue for the laft twenty years wi^t 
negatived. 

THE.puWiihingof the report^ would have 

revealed . the moft curioas details ofthere-^ 

;^ ..* venue jdurup^ that . pjeriad< It would have 

P'* aee^unied 
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accounted for wh^t^lifis losg been mailer of 
faxprizt, why the coUefiion of revenue in 
this kingdom coft the public fo much. 

It would alfo ihew how the amazing' 
augmentation of revenue officers within that 
period^ became ncceOTary, and how that aug- 
mentation had been employed. Thus the 
abufes of the revenue fyftem have been con- 
cealed from the public view, by the fuppref- 
fion of the report. An enquiry into thofe 
abufes, and the correAion of them will it is 
to be hoped, form a leading feature in the 
Camden adminiftration. 

Thx diftreues of the labouring hulbandman 
are of the utmoft importance to the landlord 
and the legiflature to remove ; if the means of 
the labourer be inadequate to his fupport, the 
avarice of the landlord muft deftroy its own 
objed, by rendering the tenant infolvent, 
and reducing him to the alternative of exile 
or fitmine. 

Thb peafant can never be rationally at- 
tached to that land where his inceflao^t toil 
, from fun-rife to fun-ie^ cannot afford him 
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felf a comFortafale meal or refcue Kim (t<^ 
fiakednefs and famine. If landlord^ would 
retrench in feme articles of luxury \ be lefs 
fplendid in their equipage, and lefs prodi- 
gal at the race courfe, and hazard table ; tbea 
indeed; might we reafonably hope, that thou^ 
fiuida of ioduftrious tenants, with their au<. 
merous families, would not famiih in all the 
hprrible extremities of mifery, penury, naked- 
nefs and difeafe. 

To the credit and honour of Earl Camded,! 
I^itbe recordedl, that it was his falutary ad* 
vice to the Southern arid Weftern landlords 
of this kingdoqi, during the r@pent difturban-< 
ce^ t6 feek order and permanent fubordi- 
tkation, from their tenantry, rather ))y .a mitiga-* 
tipn of thofe rigours of which they fo hcavijv 
complain, than by th^ tempor^ry^ jbut terrible 
expedient of military force. The cQunql was 
the tefult pf judijcioiis difcernment an^ exaited 
humanity. 

However, a dangerous and feditious fpirit 
%as jnaniiefted itfelf of late immM^r parts or 
the kingdom, evidently excited 1^ indtri* 
4h»als mimieal 40^ ottriaag^ad eonHiimioa. 
Thefe deluded people have openly avowrd 

Frei^koh 
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Friiach principled, and have perpetrated enot--' 
mities of the moft attocious nature. 

-The vigilance sind attention of govern- 
ment mull hive Been direded to difcovcr \}Mf 
vile abettors of fiicb infamous and feditiou^ 

• 4 

proceedings: . Under tlte fpecious garb of 
patHotifm, the people haVe been of late 
j^eafs frequently dduded by a fet of perturbed 
fpirits, whofe objedl was, CO Overturn ouf 
j>iefent happy conAhution: 

With the dreadful example of Ffaince be- 
fore our eyes, what man, not monftroufiy de-* 
praved, would excite a rebellious fpirit in the 
fcountry : loft rauft he be, to all fenfe of vir- 
tue^ religion^ ivA molality, \0^ho would en- 
deavouf to introduce a wild and detuiiv# 
fyftem of government into this kingdon^ 
however it might be cloathed with the me^P 
tricious robes of liberty and equality. If fucbt 
peribnsate not completely callous to all tbie^ 
feeling^ of humanity, the many unfortunate 
Wretches,' they have been inflfu mental, du- 
ring the courfe of this fummef, in bringing 
to an ignominious end, fhould incline theif 

Vol. W. X hearts 
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hearts to picfi^ and lor ever put a ^einod 
to their malcvoIeDt a&d fedmoua machine 
tioDS. 

Lit not the peaiaMrjr of Ireknd be feda*^ 
eed fi^cMn their aI]egiaD<ce by the rumours of 
a French inv^fibn, nor devote their time to 
acquire the ufe of arms^ ks the author of ji lifte 
publication fo ferioufly recommends to thettiv 
The ^uly foe this kingdota h^ \o apprehend 
danger from at prefentj is a domeftic one ; 
wherefore every man, who wifhcs well io 
ekher his' king or his country, will contri- 
bute his utmoft to preferve the internal peace 
of the country. 

f^AKOic, that now appears to be th<e idol 
*f the unthinking multitude, by fanaticifitt 
aftd militafy enthufiafm has eftabliihed a db- 
lufive republican fyftfem, which cannot be 
permanent beckufe founded on accuf^ione, 
profcriptions and murderi. 

Th* uniform petfecution of the v/eakeft 

party by the ftrongeft, has hitherto prevailed iii 

that unhappy Wngdom ; and although we do 

not 
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^dt miick Elbe to indulge in prophecy, when; 
whatever h^q^fien^ has long ceafed to furpri^e; 
jet we do not haiard much whisn wt fay, that 
in the ftaruggles of different fa^ions, v;t fliall 
probbbly biehold a repetition of the hoirors we 
have conftatitly witnciled fot thefe five ylbarsi 
pz&i and that it wiil foe long before France e^ln 
eftshltih a firm ind folid governn»ftnt ; and 
mueb iotoftr, befiore ihe becOmee a nation; 
nenuithftanding all i&er great iiatiiirai advan* 
ta^esj formidable to ev«ty other fiuropem 
power. , 

Ijo rfie hpuo^a^t of .tfei^ fufc^ctel funftiAa 
beit fpok^it t!b^ eleijgy h*ve J>«ea indofati*- 
gabk, i» en4flaV(Qvirii^ to fjipp^efs tjbe Ipi^ 
rk' i0f tioe^aijioufnefa that b^ £>r f^nie tidee 
paft perv^df 4 ^^^ low^r oi^ders of t)iki wm^ 

liw# k^a Mwttctoly «&nftHre^d :and s^bufed ; 
bjut by tfk^xk inflexibly dttetmihed tp dif- 
charge thtfir ^^y, vui^ upd wqjbftliiicd ia- 
ve^iive will be looked upon with pity and 
contenipti It j^ to be h.op*d, tli?fcr the effojtf 
oijthe clergy wiU b^ pow^tfuUy fejcp^ded ^y 
tht <:ivjl powe**, then may w^ Ihprily hojp* to 
behold telj^gipu afid aipj.ality in iW dli- 

X S .mation 
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lion among tbe people^ which the laws both 
human and divine fo forcibly inculcate. 

Hs that attempts^ like Mr. Paine to deftroy 
the efficacy of religion, by artfully iiodf^* 
mining tbe pillars on which it k bulk, ia 
an . enemy to mankind and to evety ^etn 
of civil fociety ; he ia a traitor to his God 
and to hia fovereign, and becomes an ^^ 
of execration and utter abhorrence to toMOr 
kind : fuch a mifcreant fhould not be fct^ 
mitted to aflbciate with civilized men» be i» 
enly qualified to herd with favages aad brutes. 
Moft of the evils and calamities of the 
prefent day, may }ufily be afcribed to the ir- 
religious and immoral condu£l of many^ . 
members of the commuuity ; wherefore^ k i% 
a duty incumbent upon us^ to regulate our 
condudl conformable to the dk^atcs of our 
religion^ lb fully expounded, antd f& Myjtn^ 
forced, by the unwearied labours of our 
worthy and truly refpc^able paftora- 

It redounds much to the credit of parliament 
that 10,000!; have been granted this feffion,fbr 
eftablifhing in this kingdom a Roman Ctth<l» 
lie college, in order to qualify young men of 

X 5 that 
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Aat community, for the clerical faudlion. In 
the year 1792, the author of this work recom 
mended the neceffity and expediency of the mea» 
fureto the legiflature, from a perfeft convidion 
of^ utility to the national intereft. Maynooth 
has been fele£ted as the moft eligible fitua* 
tion for erecting this much wanted univerfity. 
It would be not only prudent but equitabU 
to iimke a iimilar grant in the enfuing feflioa 
of- parliament, for the purpofe of founding 
a f)*eft)yterita college in the North of Ireland* 
A coniiderable annual faving, would form 
but a (mall ihare of the beneficial confo* 
quences that would refult from the adop- 
Uon of the meafurct 

In the courfe of a few years, Ireland has* 
made coniklarable progrefs in civilization and 
ioternal Improvement, and if the countenance 
and proteftion of the legiflature be fecouded 
bythe^ indijiftFy and orderly habits of the 
people, half a century will not elapfe, until 
this kingdom will b^conie as diftinguiflied 
for its profperity, and opulence, as it has hi^ 
:ld:i^to been for its poverty and wretchednefs, 
-^Jl*tiiland can boaft of fo many internal re- 
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Sources ? a fertility of foil, capacious and comT 
modious harbours, fiue and produflivc fiftie- 
ties, with rich and numerous mines. 

It is toHoe hofied, th^ P^9P'? ^M^ ^^T° their 
attentidn more to tillage than they havd done, 
as cxtennve pafturage proves highly injurious 
not only to the population, but to the civili- 
zation of the country. The great body of the 
people ought to apply theinfelves chiefly to 
their own im.mediate occupatious and con- 
cerns ; inAead of devoting whole nights and 
days to the vain difcuffion .of political fub- 
jefts, which are by no means fdlteJ to thei^ 
talents, av6cations, or intetefts. There is 
not a town or village in the kingdom, that 
does not fwarm with poliiical demagogues 
who, through ignorance or defign do incalcu- 
lable mifchief to the communtm 

Political fubjeSs ihould form at belt, 
but fecondary cpnfiderations with the mafs 
of the people. Induftrious attention to their 
various inierefts and purfuits, ought to coufti- 
tute the primary objeft of their lives. Mecha- 
nics, manufaflures and ariifts would nrucli 
more profitably employ their time and abi- 
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litie« la their refpe6live ft^^tions, than in the 
idl« <HfcuiIloQ of politics^ a fubje^ ia g6p<- 
ral but ill adapted to the level of comman 
uoderftafidings What have the peafantry of 
Ireland to do with ftate affairs ? Arc they com- 
petent by tfae^ir ioformation an^ learntDg-toiin- 
provea fyftem of govern went which occupied 
the combined wifdom of agee to deyife and mar 
ture. Let them atteod to the various improve- 
ments that caa be made in certain fpheres, 
where their fl^ilt and exiertionfi will prove 
both profitable to tbemfd ves and u&ful to 
their country* Nefittar ultra cr^idam^ was 
the adag^ cun^nt two ihou£uid years ago, 
and i<6 extremely applicable to the prefent 
times. Unfpeakable advantages v^ould refult 
to the fiate were individuals only to apply 
themfelves to their immediate concerns ; but 
unfortunately for the public repole, politics 
feem to be the rage of the day : and ignorance 
of matters of ftate, mifrepiefeutation of men 
in power, and falfe notions of liberty, are the 
confequeoces^ Artful abators in many parts 
of the kingdom avail themfelves of this po- 
iitical mania, and contribute largely to de- 
<?eiivej u^ifl^, and betray, the ignorant cre^ 
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dulity of the people. Temporal confcrng 
arc not only abandoned by the populace, 
but what is ftil^ of more important confidera- 
tion, their fpiritual interelts. Go to any houfe 
of religious worlhip in either town or coun- 
try, and you wUt-find it but thinly attended ; 
the minifter of Chrift is deferted for the agent 
of fedition * and the trumpeter of difloyalty. 
The populace aflemble in groups around tKe 
fa6liotis village demagogue, Svbo by means of 
inflammatory papers, and fpecious rhapfodies 
on liberty and equality, intoxicates the brain 
of the iinlettered peafant, who eagerly fwal- 
lows any dodrine, however abfiird or chime- 
rical which aims at the extmdion of church 
and ftate. Hence we fee the viiible diminution 
of the authority of the clergy in almoft every 
quarter of the kingdom ; morality and virtue 
fcarcely held in eftimatlon, and a fpirit of 
combination, difloyalty " and feclition ere<St- 
ing the ftandard of rebellion in a country 
bieft with a virtuous monarch and an happy 
confliiution. O deluded people 1 — were an, 
'invafion to take place, purfu^nt to your wiflhi- 
es and macbinaiions, yoy would perceive 
.vheu too late, that you had made a,^faul e:^- 
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change: your clergy, your nobility aqd gen- 
try, woald be iDadc the firft facrificcs of 
French invafioa, and afterwards they would 
employ you either as their vaffal^ or th<5 iii- 
ftruments of their defpotifm. They i^ould not 
conquer for you, and the liberty and equsj- 
'lity that you jwould participate in, would be 
that of fervitud<e or death. Continue peaceable 
and amenable to the Iaw3 of your country, 
if you wifh to fccure your Hbc^ and p^ro- 
perty, and to extirpate the prefent fympton^^ 

of commotion and rebellious difafiedion* 

'■ - « » . ■ . • ' 

No fyftem of government cs^n evey pra&i- 
cally be reduced to theoretical perfection, but 
it is by comparifon that we are to form an 
opinion of the imperfecljon or excellency of 
any particular fyftem. If we by this ftaadard 
judge of pur mpde of government, it will ap- 
pear demonftratively to have the preference 
over all others^ of which ancient or moder;i 
hiftory affords us any information. It is that 
fyftem which the truly philofophic faiftoriai)» 
Tacitus, fo much praifes and admires, but 
which be thought on account of its perfe£iioa 
could never be eftabliftied in any nation* 
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Errors will by the lapfeof time, creep iuto 
all human inftitutions, and it becomes the 
wifdom of parliament to redlify and amemi 
them; many of thefe have been lately reform- 
ed, and we may naturally conclude that the 
virtue and perfeverance of our Fenaie will 
complete what is ftill wanting to perfe6l our 
government. But is he a friend to his country 
who would ftimulate the populace to reform 
the conftitution by violence and defperate 
innovation? miferable and wretched would 
be the (late of the kingdom were the rabies 
fopuli to break loofe ; the fubverlion of all 
order, rapine, plunder and murder, would be 
the immediate confequences, together with ai^ 
utter contempt of all things human and divine. 
Loyalty to the fovereign aud attachment to the 
conftitution have ever been the charadleriftics 
of the Irifti nation, and although many of the 
lower orders have lately been feduced from 
their allegiance, by infatuated fanatical iepub- 
licans, fuch as the mifguided and frantic refor-. 
mer OXonnor, who expiated his treafon at 
Hus, fome days fince. 

A MUTINO^US 
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A MUTIKOU3 fpirit reecivtly made its ap- 
yeayance in fome fencible Englifti regiments 
quartered in this kingdom, but it was happily 
checked by the laudable exertions of go vera- 
ipent# An order had ilTued that all new raifed 
regiments above the number zoo, ihould be re- 
duced and drafted into other regiments moil of 
which were under orders for foreign fcrvice ; 
this occafiQued the mutinous difpofition in the 
regif^^nts, above alluded to, as they conceived 
fuch treatment, xepugnant to the conditions on 
which they had entered the lervice. However 
the wife precautions government adopted on 
the eixveygfncy had tbedefired efieift. 

The convidioq 5>f O'Connor has clearly 
difclofed the real principles of modern defeu* 
^erifm ; its objcA is the fubverfion of our ejr^ 
^client conftitution in church and lUte, and 
|he extirpation of monarchy for the govern- 
mem of tb€ mob : however the progrefs of 
the contagicM:i has not bcdu coniiderable^ 
wherefpj'e, v^ hyf more vi<£lims immolated at 
the altar of juftice> wiU, it is to be hoped, put a 
period to th^ prSfcnt career of difloyalty and 
fedition. Tbe vigilance of government on 
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t\>b occafion, and tbe judicious difpofidon of 
the military, have contributed not . a little x,0 
tbe prefervation and protedUon of the peace 
of the country. 

Wi are advanced to that period which ter- 
minates thepiefent work. Our objeA haa 
been to commemorate the. leading fads in tbe 
biftory of this ns^tion, and that of the empire 
Jit large», with truth and precifion, a^nd to ftamp 
them with the genuine fentiment, which tbejr 
excited of approbation ox cenfure. 

It n^uft be admitted, it is ctifficult to diveft 
ourfelves of certain predilediqns which almoft 
naturally arife in our minds, when engaged 
in the recital or defcription of fcenes aAed 
in ages and countries the moll remote ; it 
would rather imply an apathy and defe£l of 
feeling, than any luperiority over common 
or vulgar prejudioe, if ^e could furVey 
with the fame cpmpqfufe the former and 
prefent ftateof this kingdom ; or if in the rela^ 
lion, we ihould allo^ no portion of enthu^^ 
fiafm to mix with the yeneraticuq always due to 
l^floric truth. 


